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paralleled blend of design and engineering in a truly unique machine. 

An automatic, torque converter transmission which eliminates the 
chore of constant shifting. A new, emergency sidestand that auto- 
matically locks the rear wheel to prevent unexpected rolling. Elec- 
tronic petcocks meter the flow of fuel through the twin carbs. Special 
air spoilers on the front safety bars increase high-speed stability. 
Air and oil filters increase performance and engine life. Standard 
footboards provide added touring comfort. 

And when you're ready to ease the \Guzzimatic to a stop, an ex- 
clusive, patented triple-disc integral. braking system provides safe, 
sure stopping power. ko 


Its here! Moto Guzzi’s ee a 1000cc Automatic. An un- 












All this plus Guzzi's race-tested cradle frame an 
molded around a smooth, reliable shaft drive and a host 
benefits give the Guzzimatic a new mark ih 

Inspect the exceptional, 1976 Guzzi 
Guzzi dealer soon and see for yourself 


suspension 








For Unlimited Touring... Jw\ Style. 


PREMIER 
MOTOR CORP. 


Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey O7604 
Exclusive Distributer in U.S. & Canada 


Matching saddlebags standard equipment. Windshield optional. 
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Kawasaki KZ900 LTD 

Is this what the Z-1 is all about? 
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Here today, here tomorrow. 
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An improvement in nearly every way. 
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Introducing New Cycle Brite: 
Gas Proof Polish For Motorcycles 


CYCLE BRITE is not just 
another car polish. It's 
something new—just for 
cycles. A HIGH SILICONE 
CREAM that’s perfect for 
all painted, fibreglass and 
plastic surfaces. Super 
high gloss CYCLE BRITE 
cleans, polishes, EVEN 
PROTECTS AGAINST 
GAS SPILLS. Contains 
ABSOLUTELY NO WAX to 
build up or cause 
yellowing. 


Just $1.75 buys enough 
to keep your bike shiny 
and new-looking for 
months. 









Protective Polish 
For Painted S 


CYCLE BRITE is brand new and may not yet be 
available locally. If you want yours NOW send $2.25 
(includes postage, handling, and tax where 


Cleans mee i applicable) to: 
protects against | CISCO, Dept. C 
gas stain, t NET WT. 4 FL. OZ. (119GM) 4055 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 418 


tar, oil, dirt, 
corrosive salt, 
rust & oxidation. 


/ Los Angeles, CA 90010 


INQUIRIES INVITED 
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TRE REPORT 


April, 1976 HR #28 ©1976 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 


Hond a introd uces Five Honda dealers across the country were recently introduced to 


the newest machines from Honda during a whirlwind six-city 


New Models Du ring tour. New model introduction meetings were held in Philadel- 
N ationwide Tou F. phia, Chicago, Atlanta, Houston, Portland and Los Angeles 
where clealers got their first look at the latest expressions of 

Honda ingenuity. The new machines included the exciting new 

automatic transmission CB-750A; a new, low-price 360cc tour- 

ing bike, the CJ-360T; a radically redesigned CR-125M; 

Honda’s first four-wheeled off-road vehicle, appropriately nick- 

named Odyssey!M: and a great new concept in two-wheeled 

personal transportation, the Honda Express™ (NC-50). These 

new machines will be arriving at Honda dealers soon and are 

sure to generate a considerable amount of excitement among 

a new range of motorcycle riders as well as on- and off-road 

enthusiasts. Be sure to stop by your nearby Honda dealers soon. 


Honda Big Bike Bonus From riow until the end of April, 1976, Honda is offering 


z savings of $30 or $80 on selected Honda models through dealer- 
Offers Big Savings. ships during the Honda Big Bike Bonus. This special offer 
applies to both small and large displacement road and on/off- 
road machines. Road bikes featured in the offer include the 
popular CB-500T, CB-400F, CB-360T and CB-200T. Signifi- 
cant savings are also being offered on the versatile XL-350, 
XL-250 and MT-250 on/off-road bikes. These bonus savings 
are in addition to the best deal you can make right now with 
your Honda dealer. See him soon. 


New Design Hondaline Anyone who's ridden off road for very long knows the impor- 
a tance of protective riding apparel. But today’s discerning off- 
Leathers Available Soon. road riders demand style and comfort as well as protection. 
That's where the new HONDALINE™ leathers make impressive 
marks. Inspired and styled with the aid of Team Honda riders, 
they are available in red or blue with the Honda name inset 
down the outside of the pant legs. Safety, comfort and conven- 
ience features include removable knee cups, padded shins and 
adjustable Velcro™ calf closures. The buckle-belted waist is 
high in the back similar to a kidney belt. For comfort, HONDA- 
LINE leathers are fully lined with nylon mesh. {f you'd like to 
get into a pair of HONDALINE leathers, look for them at your 
nearest Honda dealer soon. 


Proposed Settlement of Elsewhere in this issue you will find a notice relating to pro- 
S : posed settlement of a class action under the Sherman Antitrust 
Antitr ust Class Action. Act against Honda, relating to the former practice, discontinued 
some time ago, of reissuing and updating Manufacturer's State- 

ments of Origin in certain states. 
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Editorial 








Mopeds: Threat or Menace? 


® Anticipation and curiosity whistled 
through the air like tracers while pools of 
greed spread quietly on the carpet. Zap! the 
skin tingled as a political machination ripped 
past. Whomp! the stomach trembled in the 
wake of a Machiavellian ploy. Blip! an ulterior 
motive. Zinnnggg! a devilish counter-thrust. 
Blam! a veiled threat. There were lawyers 
afoot, lawyers in the rafters and the smell 
of money was everywhere. Behind every 
tie-clasp, a European. Behind every impen- 
etrable smile, a Japanese. Behind every 
bead of sweat, an American businessman. 
This was no namby-pamby get-together. 
Nossir. This was serious business: this was 
the Moped Symposium. 

The reason such a convocation was ever 
held has to do with the fact that Mopeds, 
in the words of John Smelko, are “creatures 
of legislation." Smelko is the Executive 
Director of the Canadian Motorcycle In- 
dustry Import Committee, and has had ex- 
perience with Mopeds. What he meant was 
simple: a Moped, with an all-encompassing 
lack of sporting appeal, can succeed as long 
as people don’t have to put up with much 
to own one. Face potential buyers with 
legislative complexities and they turn away. 
Quoting from an MIC bulletin, “The DOT 
(Department of Transportation) recently 
weakened three motor vehicle safety stan- 
dards applicable to Mopeds. . . .” Further, 
ten states have just passed special Moped 
legislation that defines them more as bicy- 
cle-types than motorcycle-types, and eyes 
lit up with revolving dollar signs all over the 
United States. 

To have Mopeds viewed with a greater 
emphasis on the ped than on the mo is the 
key here. With the emphasis so established, 
the financial floodgates might be sprung: 
Mopeds, in this country, are conceivably 
poised atop a boom of Hula-Hoop propor- 
tions. In ten states (California, Hawaii, Michi- 
gan, Nevada, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Ohio, South Carolina, Texas and Virginia) 
Moped buyers are no longer subjected to 
the restraints and imperatives that accom- 
pany car and motorcycle ownership. There 
are generally minimum age requirements 
(15-16), six of the ten states do not require 
an operator’s license (Hawaii, Michigan, 
North Carolina, Ohio, South Carolina and 
Virginia), and none of the states requires 
a safety helmet. 

A Moped, also referred to as a motorized 
bicycle, is loosely defined as any two- or 
three-wheeled device with pedals to pedal 
and an engine to help. The engine must 
produce not more than 2 bhp, the Moped 
must cover the ground at a rate not greater 
than 30 mph and it must have an automatic 
transmission of some type. 
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If you think the definition, however loose, 
describes a buzzing little mutant, you're 
right. But a substantial portion of the Sym- 
posium’s maneuvering and intrigue came 
about because different manufacturers of 
Mopeds have different ideas concerning 
how big the buzz ought to be. One lawyer, 
representing the Motorized Bicycle Associ- 


ation, presented persuasive arguments for . 


a 25-mph top speed; another lawyer was 
compelled to support the 30-mph upper 
limit. A conversation during the break re- 
vealed that the most important manufacturer 
represented by the Motorized Bicycle Asso- 
ciation built 25-mph Mopeds; the importing 
company represented by the second barris- 
ter bought and sold primarily Mopeds of the 
30-mph persuasion. 

Getting down to the nitty-gritty after cof- 
fee, we heard about Moped insurance from 
an insurance company representative, we 
heard about equipment and traffic law from 
a representative of the California Highway 
Patrol, and we heard about how to be a 
Moped dealer from a Moped dealer. 

Plus a lot of other tidbits, like: there were 
over 3 million Mopeds manufactured in 
Europe in 1974; there are currently about 
20 manufacturers of Mopeds; 51.4 folks per 
100,000 Mopeds lost the use of their lives 
in Europe in 1971, compared to 7.7 per 
100,000 bicycles and 170.8 per 100,000 mo- 
torcycles; the number of Moped-type vehi- 
cles imported to the United States rose from 
11,510 at the end of 1974 to 29,238 at the 
end of 1975; the median Moped costs 
around $400; in Europe Moped sales out- 
pace motorcycle sales by 450%; the average 
age of a European Mopedist is 35; the 
average weight of his vehicle is between 
60 and 100 pounds. 

My strongest impression of the Sympo- 
sium was that there were a lot of people 
there with big question-marks hanging over 
their heads hoping that the handwriting they 
thought they saw on the wall read, BOOM!” 
The program was organized by the Motor- 
cycle Industry Council which, if Mopeds turn 
out to be what their builders and sellers say 
they are, had no business being there at 
all—unless the Japanese manufacturers, 
who may have been represented at the 
meeting and probably were, plan to partici- 
pate, which is an unknown for the time being 
but probably won't be for long, the Japanese 
capability for instantaneous reaction being 
well-established. The meeting was attended 
by more European businessmen than you 
would normally find loitering around Ana- 
heim, all of whom view the American mar- 
ket-place as a vast and bottomless pit capa- 
ble of absorbing monumental quantities of 
practically anything, even if it’s lousy, without 


so much as a stifled burp. If a Moped boom 
happened they were hoping they’d be in 
on it and it'd be a big one—but not too big, 
or else Japanese ears would perk up, Japa- 
nese eyes would open and the Europeans 
would get sluiced right out of Wonderland, 
just like they did in the late Sixties when 
serious motorcycles began coming out of 
the Orient. 

And then there were the American busi- 
nessmen, hoping that what they were learn- 
ing had to do with the Start of Something 
Big and where they were bore passable 
resemblance to the Ground Floor, yet sens- 
ing, deep in the pits of their wallets, that 
much spade-work remained to be done and 
ultimately the spade-work might produce not 
a fertile field of profits but a financial burying 
ground. 

| must admit that | have reservations about 
Mopeds and their potential in the United 
States. This country is populated by individ- 
uals who have never been forced to em- 
brace anything lowlier than a small car for 
basic transportation. In Europe Mopeds do 
nicely as transpo-items; so do motorcycles. 
Motorcycles have been accepted here solely 
on the basis of sport; so, | fear, will Mopeds, 
despite the arguments to the contrary about 
Mopeds being easy to operate and not as 
socially threatening as motorcycles. At 30 
mph tops, the sport you could expect from 
a Moped would be dreary at best. When 
gasoline is rationed, Mopeds might offer 
American citizens a practical alternative. Not 
before. 

Then there’s the question of where to buy 
one. If the Giants of Mopedery have their 
way, bicycle shops and big chain stores (like 
Sears) will do most of the retail selling. 
Which is dandy, considering how important 
a clear distinction between motorcycles and 
Mopeds is held to be by those who study 
reflections in the eye of the Federal govern- 
ment. Except for one thing: it is unlikely that 
any high-volume retail chain store will feel 
constrained to provide proper service, and 
it is equally unlikely that a bicycle store 
would either. So like it or not, unless and 
until Moped-biz grows big enough in the 
United States for each manufacturer to es- 
tablish his own dealer network, the manu- 
facturers are faced with using existing mo- 
torcycle dealerships as service and product 
outlets—which brings them into close prox- 
imity with nasty motorcycle people, some- 
thing that they would like to avoid. 

| also think history can be useful here. 
In the early 'Sixties it was proclaimed that 
you meet the nicest people on a Honda. 
It was never established whether the nice 
people were riding Hondas or you met nice 

(Continued on page 86) 
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T-Shirts 





EIIE New 16 Catalog 


FREE With Any Order 











PRINTED MOTOCROSS 


All-Nylon Jerseys $999 


Mens’ Sizes S- M-L-XL 
^ No. 101 Yamaha 224 Bultaco 
Ex 102 Suzuki 225 Husqvarna 
4 103 Honda 226 CZ 
lü4 Kawasaki 227 Maico 
223 Can-Am 228 Hodaka 


BOYS' SIZES 
we" SHORT SLEEVES 


DESIGNS ON FRONT 


$8.99 6-8-10- 12-14-16 
Team Ca ps In Team Colors 


Top Quality Twill - Adjustable - Vented 


= S $4.99ea. 
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MX Pants (2 EQ" 
i 2 y onda 

S 952 Kawasaki 

- ^ EM 953 Suzuki 

17 09 r ESI 954 Triumph 
= 2 955 Yamaha 


Padded Hip Motocross Gloves 


and Knee With Rubber Protective Strips 
"s Eh gw $409 Pai 
34 - 36 - 38 94. ar. 
NO. 140 DENIM MX PANTS S-M-L-XL 
No. 120 
MX Gloves 


Black Only 


New Super - Jersey — 2 pairs 
$10.99 ea. 2 for $19.99 _ is 


K P No. 9 
P $1.99 pase DECALS 
Dress up your room or 
shop with decorative 


SWITCH PLATE 


No. 940 Honda 


941 Kawasaki 
942 Suzuki 
943 Yamaha 









T-61 


= 100% 
T "s Shirts Cotton 
Color-Trim Neck and Sleeve 
MENS' SIZES 2 With Design 


NEWS 


S-M-L-XL on Front 
Add $1.00 For Additional Design on Back 
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100% NYLON — PADDED ELBOWS o 9 o ——3 I 
CYCLE NAME FRONT AND BACK [| Quan. | Item No. Description 3 pu 3 
2 2 0895! 
Red, White and Blue T Cre MEIH 
No. 920 Honda No. 921 Suzuki [ 3 
Gold, Black and White H E | 
No. 930 Suzuki No. 931 Yamaha IS 
Green and White 3 | 
No. 935 Kawasaki 5 
> 
TO ORDER: Fill in coupon neatly. Print or Orders under $20 add $1 shipping. On orders $20 or more we pay shipping. Cash 5 
type. If more space Sun use plain sheet Bj or M.O. for prompt shipment. Checks require 2 weeks minimum to clear. All 
of paper. Enter size, color where needed. Canada orders add $2. Ala. residents add 4% sales tax. 





Add $1 shipping orders under $20. CANADA : 
orders, any amount, add $2. Remit cash M Ship to: 
M.0. for prompt shipment. Checks take 2 
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5 a. residents a sales tax. 
IF COUPON MISSING: Use plain sheet of ADRESS E STATE du 
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Become A 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 


(Approved for Veterans Training) 


Trained Mechanics Needed by 
Major Dealerships 
Professional Training On All Major Cycles 
e Carburetion Electrics e Transmissions 
e Engines (2-Strokes—4-Strokes—Rotary) 


=... FEATURES 
e Approved for V.A. Training 
e Licensed by State Departments of Education 
e Federally Insured Student Loans 


(Train Now, Pay Mo. Payments After Graduation) 


GRADUATES PRESENTLY 
WORKING AS MECHANICS 
SHOP OWNERS — DEALERS 


For Free Color Catalog and Enrollment Information 


Call 1-800-821-2260 :: 
Mo. Residents Call Collect (816) 421-3901 


mmm um em em em un mn Clip and Mail Today ex ex ex ex a em en en m m 
STANDARD TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
2628 McGee Trafficway Kansas City, Mo. 64108 
Department sMA46 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

PHONE AC(__ ) 
O VET 


AGE 











STATE 














DEALER 





O MECHANIC 


CAFE RACERS! 








Picture Yourself on the 
Ultimate of Cafe Racers 
Designed and Engineered by 
The Leader — RACER 1. 


THE RACER 1 CAFE KIT 
A Cafe Kit Complete with All 
The Items: 

Fairing 

Fender 

Seat & Tank 
Clubman: Bars 
Rear Sets 
Bar-End Mirror 


Available for All. Popular Models. 
“B” Kit Shown with the 
Racer 144 Fairing for $420.00 


ALL FROM THE INNOVATOR — 
RACER 1. 


SEND $1.00 FOR NEW CATALOG 


DICKS CYCLE WEST 





30 tino 
San Gabriel. Ca. 91776 (213) 287-9656 
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Long Distances And High Mileage 


| recently received my February issue of 
Cycle and was astonished at the furor 
aroused by the Brian McKenna “high 
mileage" letter. When | read this letter | did 
not consider it unusual and was somewhat 
perplexed concerning your reason for print- 
ing it at all. Based on reader reaction there 
are apparently many who do not realize that 
at this very moment this continent is being 
criss-crossed by a veritable legion of almost 
homeless men on motorcycles who rack up 
some very impressive mileages. 

| have managed only about 70,000 miles 
per year for the last couple of years but 
during 1970 and 1971 | averaged well over 
125,000 miles yearly. | ride a 1970 BMW and 
know of at least two other BMW riders who 
ride more than | do. 

| don't believe | have ever met Mr. 
McKenna while travelling and am inclined to 
think that his claim of being one of us may be 
a fabrication, his statements generated by 
misguided brand loyalty. 

As to the total mileage on my own 1970 
BMW, lm not certain since the odometer 
expired in 1973. | do know, however, since | 
have all the receipts, that | have had to 
replace the rear tire 87 times. 

Dick Duncan 
Cold Spring, New York 


My sensibilities were offended by the inso- 
lent responses to McKenna’s valid claim of 
97,772.7 miles on a 1975 H.D. | believe his 
claim for the following reason: a friend and | 
covered 90,000 miles in three months on a 
modified Hodaka 125 Wombat going down 
and back, repeatedly, over the Pan Amer- 
ican Highway. Before your small-minded 
readers scold again, let me explain that 
1,000-miles-per-day average. 

Since we know that a 50 mph average 
speed would require 20 riding hours daily, 
rather than sit on the bike we designed twin 
aerodynamic, prone position, “sleeper 
slings” hung low along the length of each 
side, equipped with skid plates and sup- 
ported partly (in bungi cord fashion) by 21 
inch, sew-up bicycle racing tires which also 
served as spares for the road-friction-reduc- 
ing, modified wheel assemblies. 

We spent the 20 daily hours comfortably, 
sleeping and driving alternately. Only the 
"driver side" rider had to remain in face 
down position during his shift—operating 
the lowered steering mechanism and elec- 
tronically activated braking and shifting 
mechanisms (controlled in “prosthetic limb” 
fashion by electrodes attached to muscles). 

To assist the 125cc engine, weight was 
saved by: using a Campagnolo derailleur 
rather than standard transmission; building 
the frame from graphite alloy and fibreglass 
fishing rod; drilling holes in side members of 
chain links; wearing goose-down vests and 


Socks; eating one meal a day. 

Oneunkind reader questioned McKenna's 
engine rebuilding. Ours was managed easily 
during those extra four hours daily by simply 
planning our route and tipping mechanics in 
advance by telegraphed money orders. One 
weekly overhaul sufficed, leaving time for 
eating, jogging, and reading CYCLE. 

Long runs were accomplished easily by 
using an auxiliary fuel tank in the shape of a 
life-size dummy, clothed to look like a tired 
ISDT rider crouched low over the inoperable 
upper handlebars. 

Acceleration was frankly poor, but sus- 
tained, highway-speed driving was a delight. 
We called it quits at the end of 3 months and 
90,000 miles only because a passing Vin- 
cent Black Shadow pulling a camping trailer 
spilled oil under our front sew-up tire and 
spun us into a herd of llamas—demolishing 
the bike and ripping the electrodes with 14 
ounces of flesh from my companion's thigh 
muscles. Compared to our trip, McKenna's 
riding is routine stuff. And have you heard 
about my 10 year old daughter's trip through 
the Himalayas and up Everest on a Mo-Ped? 
It began one chilly night. . . . 


Kent Ponder 
Oneonta, New York 


| don't know how a story like that got in 

Cycle. But | would like to know who mailed 

that letter in about those two H.Ds. | never 

plan to own two H.D.s in my life. Please get 
this mess strated up. 

Brian McKenna 

Topeka, Kansas 


ON SLEEP 

l've got to wonder about the comment in 

the XL-350 road test, “The engine is quiet 

enough to idle all night in someone's bed- 

room without disturbing their sleep." Leave 

any gasoline engine idling in your bedroom 

all night and nothing will disturb your sleep 
ever. 

Rich Carl 

Newark, New Jersey 


AT THE DIGS 

Congratulations on your feature article in 
February's issue on drag racing! It's about 
time this part of cycling got the publicity and 
coverage it deserves. Don't get me wrong; | 
enjoy all types of motorcycle competition. | 
just feel that drag racing hasn't been getting 
the coverage it should. As a two-year mem- 
ber of the A.M.D.R.A. and present owner of 
T.C. Christenson's last junior fueler, l've 
been to most every national meet. I think that 
| can safely say that next to motocross, drag 
racing is the most rapidly-growing bike com- 
petition in the country. | think that it would 
probably be the fastest-growing competition 
CYCLE 





KONI - WORLD'S FASTEST CYCLE SHOCK! 


The KONI internally adjustable shock absorber is an engineering triumph that represents 
proven principles of hydraulics. The same quality is employed in the manufacture 

of these shocks as that used by the world’s motorcycle speed record holder.* 

A simple adjustment eliminates the need for installation of costly 
parts or the time-consuming operation of changing oil to another 
viscosity. Winning bikes in road races, moto-cross and enduros 
substantiate the stamina and performance of KONIs! 
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All KONI shocks 


Internal adjustability — are dyno tested 


rehound forces can he set 
to meet riders' preference 


for all types of terrain Rebound forces 
without adding parts controlled by unique system 

or changing oil. of orifices and 
« spring-loaded by-pass valve 


KONI adjustability no need to depend on oil viscosity. 


is standard 4 v 

















Dn ob onal extra E. 3 N 360° heliarc welded eyes 


for maximum strength 
S have sleeved bushings to accept 


All moving parts | 
different mounting studs. 


machined from solid stock. 


High quality 
induction hardened steel piston rod 
chrome plated 
to an ultra hard finish. 


Consistently close clearance 
of piston to cylinder 
insures trouble-free performance. 


Guide is intricately drilled 
for maximum flow and 
circulation of fluid 
before final finish. 


Individually calibrated 
foot valve controls 
"bump" force (damping). 


To guarantee 


precision roundness and strength S s 
inner cylinder is drawn > 
from seamless tubing. : UE ; 
£ Also available in finned aluminum models. i 


*Don Vesco and crew with the KONI-equipped twin-engined Yamaha Streamliner that set AMA land speed 
record of 303.812 mph and FIM mark of 302.928 mph at Bonneville Salt Flats, September 28, 1975. 


Adjustable lower 
spring platform. 


DON VESCO'S | . 0 
ay pmm YAMAHA mss 


< DIN SUPER apeep v5 «Gane a /'AMALUBE-R. 










_ Photo: Dave Friedman 


For free descriptive literature, decals and list of distributors write: 


BIKONILIMITED e+ 150 GREEN STREET ° HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY 07601 
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if not for the expense involved. 
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and help it take the place in cycling it 


Drag racing seems to offer everything a deserves. 


spectator desires. It's exciting, dangerous, 
loud, colorful, and best of all, it's easy to 
follow from a stationary point. Perhaps even 
better than all of that is the fact that any 
make of bike can race and beat any other 
make of bike, thus creating equal competi- 
tion. That should be obvious since | run a 
Norton which has held, and probably will 
rehold, the C/Fuel National Record before 
the year is out. You just don't know who and 
with what will win until they cross the finish 
line. | guess what | am trying to say is that 
drag racing has all the potential to keep 
growing even larger and faster than before 
with your help. So keep up the good work 
and write more articles about drag racing 


Skip Zintz 
Buffalo, New York 


SHIFTER KIT 

In the February 1976 issue of Cycle on 
page 87 you presented an article about the 
update kit for the CB 500. | would like to 
thank you for bringing this kit to my atten- 
tion. One problem with your article was the 
price listed for the kit (about $40.) | paid 
$76.41 plus tax in New York City. The Honda 
dealer, who had the February issue of Cycle 
on his counter, couldn't explain why your 

price was so low. Any comments? 
John Jaeger 
Ridgewood, New York 


a Bates 





For free catalog, write to: 


BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. 


P.O. Box 240-CL 
660 West 16th Street 
Long Beach, California 90801 


o 





Leathers... 
No.1! 


Bates Leathers are Number One by 

-` over 4 to 1. That's what a survey for 
Cycle magazine of the actual pur- 
chases made by aselected group of 
its readers showed. 

Why such loyalty and popularity? 
What's the reason professional and 
pleasure riders alike specify Bates 
Leathers—and wait to get Bates when 
they might possibly make an instant 
purchase of a lesser brand? 

Is the reason Bates Leathers are 
best because they're hand-cut and 
custom tailored? Is it the choice of 
over 30 colors of top-grain leather? 
Is itthe fact you can design your own 
Leathers for stripes, colors, pockets 
and so forth? 

Perhaps it's the uncompromising 
quality of Bates workmanship in a 
world that seems to lack quality these 
days. Maybe it's because top profes- 
sional riders in the world — men who 
know, like Gary Nixon, Phil Read, Yvon 
DuHamel, Ole Olsen, Paul Smart, Dave 
Aldana, Barry Sheene, Gary Scott and 
many others—wear Bates Leathers. 

Whatever the reasons for Bates 
superiority, why not design and order 
a set for yourself and find out what so 
many others already know. ..the joy 
of owning the very best of something! 

Our free catalog contains all the in- 
formation you need. You may order 
through your Dealer or direct. Bates 
Leathers are easy to order by mail... 
as riders in some 60 different coun- 
tries around the world can tell you. 


Don't be mad at your dealer: his price is 
not out of line. The misunderstanding was 
caused by a combination of my careless- 
ness and economic inflation. | took the price 
off an American Honda Motor Co. service 
bulletin which | had requested some three 
weeks before the article was written. What | 
did not notice was that the service bulletin 
was dated 26 June 1971. The dealer's price 
for the kit in the bulletin was $20.45. Most 
dealers sell a part for roughly twice what 
they pay for it. Since the time of that bulletin, 
however, the dealer price for the kit has 
gone up to $46.01, and that would put the 
counter price up to at least the $76.41 you 
paid. 

I sincerely apologize for your anguish. 

Jess Thomas 


HEROES AND SUPERHEROES 

My profound thanks for the content of 
your Editorial in the January issue of Cycle. 

Like yourself, | hold Messrs. Roberts and 
Rayborn in the highest esteem as super- 
heroes of their sport. Also, like yourself, | 
hold Gary Nixon in the same such esteem, 
plus one notch, for durability and dogged 
determination. 

In the years that | have been following 
racing, particularly road racing, | have yet to 
see anyone match Gary for the ability to 
come back against all the odds. His come- 
backs have made lesser men, who wrote 
him off as finished, look like fools. 

Three times, | have watched as Gary deci- 
mated the "best in the business" on the 
tight, difficult Loudon circuit, and it's a beau- 
tiful sight. 

| asked Gary in the pits at Syracuse how to 
run the Loudon track at an upcoming club 
event with AAMRR (who else should you 
ask, but the track record-holder?). Gary's 
answer was perfect: "Well, after about five 
laps or so, you just get way out front, and 
start lapping guys." Why hadn't I thought of 
that! 

Of course, the man talking is capable of 
doing just that, and has on four occasions 
(not including lightweight races). That is the 
story of a man like Gary Nixon. He just 
knows how to win, and he never stops trying. 

The biggest disappointment of late for #9 
must have been when Suzuki announced its 
conclusion of road race competition in U.S. 
Racing. Its a shame that we are to be 
deprived of the pleasure of seeing Gary 
demolish everyone at Loudon in factory 
colors again this year. One can only hope 
that he and Erv Kanemoto (another hero) 
can put it together for this year on a private 
basis. 

In light of his past performances and 
amazing comeback, | feel as do you that 
Gary Nixon will survive and will be present 
on the National and International Road Race 
Scene. 

| also rather hope that Gary will find his 
way to the AAMRR series this year. Possible 
then, | can get a little more insight into his 
"secret" at Loudon. 

Phil Topps 
No Address 


WHO DID WHAT? — 
As a reader of Cycle since the days when 
Floyd Clymer owned the publication, | would 
(Continued on page 117) 
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Huatied: d thousands of riders ride 


The Yamaha Enduro is one of the 
most popular motorcycles ever built. 
And heres something that may sur- 
prise you: the average Yamaha Enduro 
owner does 70 to 80% of his riding on 
the street. In other words, riding proof 
that the Yamaha Enduro is a great 
everyday street machine. 

Here are some of the reasons 
why: The Yamaha Enduro is an incred- 
iblyreliable machine. It’s powered 
by the legendary Yamaha two-stroke 
engine. You probably know about our 
record in road racing. Yamaha two- 
strokes have won more big races than 
everybody else put together. What’s 
even more important, is that the 
Yamaha two-strokes finish more of 
those races than everybody else put 
together. That's reliability. Proven 


This is the bike the test riders unanimously selected 
as the“best all-round big-bore Enduro” 


U.S. Forestry-approved 

^ spark arrestor, through 

... frame-type exhaust 
dn : 


90mm 
of rear wheel 
travel 







reliability. And isn't that what youre 
looking for? 

The Yamaha Enduros are a 
pleasure to ride. They give you very 
quick response. They're built with 
special lightweight components: the 
DT250 and DT400, for example, 
have conical hubs and lightweight 
magnesium engine side covers. They 
weigh less than conventional bikes of 
comparable horsepower, so they re- 
spond much more quickly when you 
turn on the gas. This not only feels 
good, it's a positive advantage when 
you pull out to pass. 

The Yamaha Enduros have moto- 
cross-type suspension. Depending on 
the machine, they give you from 75 
to 175 millimeters of front fork travel, 
and 65 to 90 millimeters of rear wheel 


The1976 Yamaha DT400. 


Serrated 
steel foot-pegs 


Y^ Thermal Phase 


f oil-cooled rear shocks 








travel. Granted, you're not going to be 
doing any MX-type riding on the 
street. But that kind of suspension can 
be a very good thing to have when 
yourun into unexpected road hazards. 
It gives you a more comfortable ride. 
And it gives you a more controlled 
ride, because it keeps your rear wheel 
down on the street, where it belongs. 

The Yamaha Enduros are durable 
machines. The frame, the suspension, 
everything down to the last little bolt 
is built to take the punishment of 
off road riding. There isn't much that 
street riding can do to a bike built 
like that. 

The Yamaha Enduros have Torque 
Induction. Torque Induction is an in- 
genious reed valve built into the intake 
manifold of the — (yet 










Capacitor Discharge Ignition 





Torque Induction 


“Yamaha Enduros as street machines. 


During the pistons out the clutch and go. This not only The 1976 DTIOO, DT125 and DT175 have 
downstroke (see feels good, its a positive advantage nedsorem deni ee AOI: 
drawing), the valve in city traffic. wheel travel has been increased to 90 milli- 




















closes to prevent Torque Induction also has meters on the DT100 and DT125, and 88 
fuel from blowing important advantages when millimeters on the DT175. The DT125 and 
back into the car- in youre riding off-road. Because | DT175 have a new 21-inch front wheel. 


And front fork travel has been increased to 
160 millimeters. The DT125 has an electric 
starter —only off-road bike made that does. 


|! buretor. This 
allows the engine 


it markedly increases the 
low-speed pulling power of 





to breathe mote the Yamaha Enduros, All bikes (except mini) have new sealed- 

efficiently. It F they slog through mud beam headlight. Except for CDI ignition, 
markedly increases ©. — or loose sand without the DT250 has the exact same features as 
the engines low- : "LS ee loading up or stalling. the DT400. ie) 


* Because Torque Induction 


| 

| 

à  Mini-Enduro | 

speed horsepower. It $ | 
| 


~ GT80 


gives the Yamaha markedly increases the mid-range 
Enduros remarkable pulling power of the Yamaha 

| low-speed and mid- Enduros, they climb hills without 
range pulling power. creaming for a gear change. 


And that brings us one of 
| the best reasons of all for making 
| your next street machine a 
Yamaha Enduro: the Yamaha 
PR Enduro is also the world's leading 
xli dirt bike. 
ine, Stop by your Yamaha Dealers. 
Take an Enduro out for a test ride. The 


"i New sealed beam ; ; aii, 
il! headlight only hard part is having to bring it back. 


You don't have to coax a 
Yamaha Enduro away 











175 mm of 
front fork travel 





21-inch front wheel 





When you know how theyre 
built;youll buy aYamaha. 
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In motorcycles, 
as with anything else, 
you get exactly 
what you pay for 


That’s why the three year old 
Harley-Davidson FX sold for 
$100 more than its original 
sticker price. 

And why it sold for $300 more 
than the 1975 Z-1, Kawasaki’s 
best. 

As a matter of fact, the origi- 
nal Kawasaki owner traded up 
to a Harley-Davidson after 
less than 350 miles on his Z-1. 

He wasn’t happy with second 
best. Few people are. 

What keeps Harley-Davidson 
on top? Some say styling. Others, 
engineering. Still others talk 
about pure value; the rider gets 
more of what he pays for. 


The plain fact is that people 
are willing to pay a premium 
price for the best. And they show 
sound judgement by riding 
the finest. 

When they're ready to trade-in, 
they know their Harley-Davidson 
is worth top dollar. It retains its 
value like no other bike we 
know of. 

Discover the Harley-Davidson 
difference. Visit your AMF Harley- 
Davidson dealer. He’s got the 
bikes. The 125cc’s through the 
legendary 1200cc superbikes. 

You'll be buying value. And, in 
motorcycles, that means Harley- 
Davidson. Period. 


Harley-Davidson 


Thee Cesare 6B ceseee ti epp cOMianfsismae f 


Harley-Davidson believes in safety firsk*Before you start out, light your lights, 


put on your helmet and watch out for thexgiper guy. 
CIRCLE NO. 25 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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Glowall tires 


A major development 
in night riding safety 











This is the same Eagle A/T street tire 
that Yamaha used to set a 24-hour endurance 
| record. And, though not a racing tire, it was 

Lf mae m» on the winning bikes in such events as 
s <= Open Production and Super Street at 
Ontario and Open Production 

and Jr. G. P. at Riverside. 
















We took this versatile street tire 

and made it even better by molding a 
glass-beaded elastomeric reflective 

tape right into the sidewall. It makes the 
sidewall reflect light from a motorist’s 
headlights up to a block away. We've also 
made it weather and scuff resistant. 


_ Ask for it now at your 
Goodyear Motorcycle Tire Dealer. 











00 


Eagle A/T and Glowall 





ag Y | 
lA The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company Akron, Ohio. 

















Honcho 


Honcho means “boss.” And 
when it comes to 4-wheel 
drive pickups, Jeep Honcho 
is way out front. With sporty 
good looks, all-out perform- 
ance and the rugged depend- 
ability that comes with the 
Jeep name. 


Mucho 


Jeep Honcho is all-Jeep 
Pickup. Engineered with 
traditionally rugged frames, 
axles, suspension. And Jeep 
4-wheel drive—built in, not 
added on. Plus Jeep Pickups 
have a low stance for easier 
loading and entry, but—still 
have one of the highest 
ground clearances in the 
industry! 

Honcho has mucho extras, 
too! The kind you’d choose: 
10-15 Goodyear “Tracker 
A-T" tires mounted on 
special slot style wheels, a 
new bold brassy accent 
stripe and rear step bumper. 


Macho 


Honcho is macho. And that 
means brawny, powerful and 
tough. Built for guys who de- 
mand more than the average 
vehicle. A sports pickup that 
looks extra tough. And acts 
it! See Honcho at your Jeep 
Dealer...mucho pronto. 


Jeep wrote 
the book 

on 4-wheel 
drive. 
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Complete With Fireplace and Porch 


Touring Kit Supreme: For the touring rider 
who has everything including neon lights 
and handlebar streamers, El Dorado offers 
their complete open-road entertainment 
center. The El Dorado fiberglass fairing 
houses a 23-channel CB radio to locate 
convoys and bears; an AM/FM stereo radio 
to entertain pilot and passenger with four- 
speaker music; a cassette tape-deck with 
built-in antenna to switch on when radio 
station reception fades; a cigarette lighter to 
allow flame-free light-ups at cruising speeds; 
and two large leopardskin-lined storage 
pockets with tonneau covers. The fairing 
also mounts two driving lights to puncture 
the darkness when the standard headlight 


isn't enough. And six side-lights to alert 
intersecting motorists. Owners who scorn 
run-of-the-mill touring accessories will love 
the striking leopardskin-covered saddle and 
trunk-backrest. Both the trunk and sad- 
dlebags have locking tops and are studded 
with 12 additional tail lights and another 
dozen side lamps. It's hard to imagine any 
rider wanting a higher profile than the El 
Dorado kit can deliver. Black and white 
colors are available. Prices of the trunk and 
saddle bags available upon request. Sug- 
gested list of the fairing kit is $675. Informa- 
tion available from EI Dorado, PO Box 
30038, St. Paul, MN 55165. 
CIRCLE NO. 1 READERS SERVICE PAGE 


Champion Motocross Frame: Doug 
Schwerma, one of the AMA circuit’s most 
effective and successful frame manufac- 
turers, has recently turned his attention to 
motocross. One of his offerings is this 
chassis, which is designed to accommodate 
Honda’s XL-250 or XL-350. Rear section has 





been laid out with LTR in mind. Don’t dig 
the MX scene? Fine. Schwerma claims the 
chassis is just fine for cowtrailing or enduro 
work. Write him at Schwerma Products, 
23684 Clawater Rd., Hayward, Cal. or call 
415-782-3121. 

CIRCLE NO. 2 ON READERS SERVICE PAGE 


Elsie Rod: If you’re having trouble with the 
connecting rod in your 125cc Honda El- 
sinore, you might give some thought to the 
Specialty Cycles heavy duty rod kit. The kit 
consists of a rod, a special titanium roller 





bearing cage, hardened rollers and an over- 
sized crank pin. No special modifications 
necessary. Send $39.99 to Specialty Cycles, 
11277 Sardis Avenue, W. LA, Calif. 90064 
or call 213-477-7882. 
CIRCLE NO. 3 ON READERS SERVICE PAGE 
(Continued on page 107) 
17 











HANDLEBAR 
END PLUGS 


* ROUNDS OUT SHARP EDGES WHILE NEATLY 
FILLING EXPOSED HOLES. 

* POLISHED MACHINED ALUMINUM GIVES DIS- 
TINCTIVE STYLING. 

* SAVES GRIPS FROM BEING PUNCHED THRU BY 
THE HANDLEBAR. 

* REQUIRED FOR ROAD RACING, PREVENT 
SPARKS. 

* FITS %" STEEL BARS. 

* SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 


$395 PAIR + 30 POSTAGE 


GMW 


P.O. Box 488 
Madisonville, La. 70447 
(504) 845-7242 


ORDER NOW 


NAME 

STREET 
CITY 
STATE 











*HAS IT ALL" 
(205) 837-7801 


CYCLE 
SUPPLY CC. 


«9» («9 
C GED, 


D 
> 


602 JORDAN LANE @ HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35805 


WET WEATHER WEAR 
RAINSUITS 
Face the Storm on the 
Horizon. 

Dry and Protected. 


Ideal for 
Cyclists, 
Hunters, 
Fishermen 
or any 
Outdoor 
Activity 


CSC BEST — Polyurethane/nylon — extremely lightweight fabric 
provides the maximum in flexible protection with minimum weight. 
RETAIL $29.95 


CSC GOOD — PVC Film — Waterproof protection in a medium 
weight fabric in bright yellow or fluorescent safety orange. 
RETAIL $19.95 


In yellow, orange or blue. 


CSC ECONOMY — Utility Rainsuit, made of special formula vinyl. 
Parka features include: full cut construction for greater comfort. 
RETAIL $3.95 


Color: Fluorescent Orange. 








State Zip 
ITEM QUANTITY — SIZE DESCRIPTION TOTAL PRICE 
a ur ee 
[| — — — — —1 
Alabama Residents add 6% TOTALPRICE| — — | 
O M.O. Enci. O Check Enci. O Master Charge [] Bank Americard 
Credit Card No. 
Exp. Date 








Bank No. Inter Bank No. 





Freight Collect Gem) mmm 
Check Takes 3 Weeks to Clear 
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Alive And Well 


® Seven-fifty super-racers are too fast and 
too powerful and therefore beyond the 
physical and mental capabilities of most 
riders. These machines need special cir- 
cuits, completely unrelated to normal roads, 
and require exotic equipment such as slick 
tires to harness their enormous power. The 
aim of Formula 750—to create a racing class 
for basically standard engines—has been 
betrayed. So runs the opening premises of 
a new European (FIM) formula based on 
volumetric efficiency, carburetor choke size, 
mpg, number of cylinders etc., to replace 
the straight capacity classification. 
Seven-fifties have raced, in reasonable 
security, on such diverse circuits as Daytona 
USA and Mallory Park GB, one of which 
bears minimal resemblance to normal roads, 
while the other has some affinity with 
country lanes. There is no evidence of a 
power-phobia dissolving the resolution of 
seven-fifty practitioners who, to the contrary, 
dismiss the “too-powerful” theory. Nor do 
185 mph machines need 185 mph circuits; 
survival instincts prevent instant-heroes at- 
tempting 185 mph on 99 mph circuits. 
Nobody can define the precise power/ 
speed/cubic-capacity combination which 
will produce safe, or safer, racing. Research 
into the subject is trivial, and the available 
statistics meaningless. For instance, on Cir- 
cuit A the 750 laps at 135 mph; a 250 at 
126 mph; a 50 at 102 mph. Circuit B pro- 
duces laps in the order of 100, 93 and 81 
mph. Presented with these facts, somebody 
has to decide whether the colossal 
straight-line speeds at A are more hazard- 
ous than the sudden changes of direction 
on B. Anyway, steps are taken to reduce 
the speeds, and theoretically lower the acci- 
dent rate. But reduce the speed to what? 
An arbitrary speed limit is plainly out of the 
question (though 100 mph has been officially 
leaked), and any amount of formula manip- 
ulation will hardly bring speeds tumbling 
down. In any case, getting off can hurt at 
relatively low speeds. Being hit by a bounc- 
ing machine is more damaging still, the 
danger proportionally multiplied by the 
number of bikes involved. But you cannot 
eliminate danger from racing, and since the 
idea of determining an acceptable level of 
risk is preposterous, the obvious course of 
action must be to minimize the conse- 
quences of crashing. If there is no track-side 
hardware to smash against, a sizeable pro- 
portion of the peril disappears. Minimizing 
the consequences, when combined with the 
desire to reduce speed and power, means 
new circuits. They would be flat, short, and 
comparatively slow, with at least 30 yards 
of unimpeded run-off room on the corners: 
no banks, no barriers, and no spectators. 


Out would go Daytona, thanks to its high- 
speed banking, and Mallory would be 
banned as a result of the road-side barriers. 

Thus, the proposed formula, ostensibly 
designed to preserve racing on natural 
roads, would demand new artificial circuits 
to make the formula viable. 

FIM Premise Number Two: Factories 
should demonstrate their sporting and so- 
cial responsibilities by employing racing 
machines that are easily identified with street 
products. Every technical advance in racing 
should promote progress in the production 
motorcycle field. 

The continued well-being of European 
racing is conditional on spectator support. 
As a rough guide, the level of spectator 
interest is proportional to the number of 
factories involved in GP racing. European 
enthusiasm becomes aroused three ways: 
by motorcycle racing; by factory-entered 
exotica; by super-star performances. How- 
ever, no factory participation does not mean 
no crowds, because the European spectator 
is an habitual creature. He'd probably watch 
thinly-disguised production bikes going 
through the motions, although preferring 
not to. He might quote the "race horse and 
the cart horse" analogy—the same animals 
but different breeds—in support of the cause 
for exotic racers. 





Development engineers have never been 
keen on near-production racing, or complex 
and restrictive formulae. They believe noth- 
ing can be gained from the former that 
cannot be achieved in the development 
shop, and the latter only produces a breed- 
ing ground for duplicity. 

Cynics claim to detect a European faction 
aggrieved at the monster strides taken by 
Japanese two-strokes, and this coterie is 
offended that anything more outlandish than 
an R75 ever smeared the fair name of For- 
mula 750. So, runs the cynicism, European 
formula fiddling might neutralize Japanese 

CYCLE 


superior technology, in advance of Ameri- 
can Federal action killing off two-strokes. 

“Racing improves the breed” is a dogma 
steeped in ridicule, but there’s no denying 
that tires and suspension benefit from rac- 
ing. Admittedly it’s sometimes difficult to 
ascertain if a street bike prompts racing 
design or the production machine benefits 
from racing experience, as did Yamaha’s 
250s—one way or the other. 

The.current confusion is in long-distance 
and all-day racing where Europeans use 
Honda and Kawasaki fours, sometimes in 
recognizable form but more often heavily 
reworked with monoshock frames, big-bore 
kits, and acres of magnesium. And through 
their importers, the Japanese companies 
have more than passing interest in seeing 
the most prodigious modifications carried 
through. Obviously they like the idea of 
winning. Or is the motivation a desire to 
improve the quality of production bikes 
through racing? Whatever the answer, all- 
day racing has risen dramatically in public 
estimation in Europe. 

So while different styles of racing co-exist 
and prosper, the FIM now wants to make 
drastic changes. 

FIM Premise Number Three: Muffling rac- 
ing bikes will make the sport more socially 
acceptable. 

West German federal laws will eventually 
outlaw noisy racing machines, and the Ger- 
mans are of necessity socially conscious. 
But in other parts of Europe, making money 
from racing takes precedence over gaining 
friends through silence. Either way, it hardly 
matters. If governments haven’t dreamed up 
the ultimate in anti-bike legislation, they 
soon will when motorcyclists and motorcy- 
cle authorities are seen as willing to make 
voluntary sacrifices. 

FIM Premise Number Four: A variable ca- 
pacity formula would put the small factories 
on equal buck-to-buck footing with the 
giants, and would attract more “works” 
support. 

Restricting 125 and 250cc machines to 
twin cylinders and six-speed gearboxes was 
the last great encouragement to manufac- 
turer involvement. It had, if anything, the 
opposite effect. 

Manufacturers need no assistance with 
their racing sums; they race because it is 
fashionable, feasible and profitable (though 
it never is that), not because they find a 
particular formula irresistible. All the same, 
European racing does unearth nutball par- 
ticipants, like the Italian woodworking 
machinery firm of Morbidelli, whose involve- 
ment defies rational analysis. But the ma- 
jority of small motorcycle manufacturers are 

(Continued on page 20) 
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comfort- style- price 


Sewn in 
Pattern 








Reg. $129.95 Value . 


INQUIRIES 
INVITED. 


Heavy Vinyl Contoured 
Covering in Black, Foam Over Solid 


Brown, or Bicentennial Red-White-Blue Steel (12 gauge) Construction 


Fits Honda GL-1000, 750-4, 550-4, 500-4, 350-4, Kawasaki Z-1, and Yamaha 650. TO 
ORDER: Send $10.00 (check or money order) plus make & model of your bike. Specify 
color seat desired. Balance C.O.D. plus freight, California residents add 6% sales tax. Allow 
30 days for delivery. 


CYCLE RIDER 


1174874 E. Washington, Dept. C, Whittier, Ca. 90606 






Pret} 


LUSH 


Dependable. and built to stay that way. Accept | 


no substitutes. Get the one that’s standard 
equipment on most Japanese, European & 
U. S.-cycles. It's YUASA. 


YUASA BATTERY (AMERICA), INC. 


P.O. Box 2905. Dept. C., Santa Fe Springs, Ca. 90670 Tel. (213) 698-2275 


BATTERY 


THE NEATEST 
SLICKEST 
TRICKEST 

2 METHOD EVER 
4 TO f 
SAFEGUARD 
4 YOUR BIKE 


GIANT 48” FOR YOUR 
AIRCRAFT : @ ieee MOTORCYCLE 


M LF-STORING CABLE LOCKING SYSTEM CARRIED IN THE FRAME 

g “anti virtually indestructible, foiling rip-offs and villains and mak- 
ing sure yourbike is still there when you want it. Convenient, quick, 
and easy! No more hassle with chains and other locking parapherna- 
lia and trying to find a place to carry them. The Guardian Aingel is 
always with your bike. Available in two styles (either style can be used 
on any bike). 
CUSTOM — VELOED INSTALLATION — $2195 — SEE DEALER 
BOLT-ON — EASILY INSTALLED BY THE DO-IT-YOURSELFER AT — $27.95 — MAIL ORDERS 
Kits supplied in primer coat. For chrome locking eye add $4.00 — to 
include Master #17 case hardened lock — add $8.00 — all orders 
add $2.00 postage and handling. State make, year, and model when 
ordering. No. C.O.D.'s. 


| AVAILABLE ONLY FROM META ML. m) 


MFG. FANTASTIC POWER CABLE LUBER AND FROG JUICE 
Freedom Industries — 13930 Stansbury Detroit, Mich. 48227 


EASILY IN 



















































































PIPELINE ............ continued from page 19 


SUNNY ALUMINUM too busy surviving to think about racing. As 
BRAKE DISCS v (C for the giants, they race on a cushion of 

: excess profits, and they quit when recession 

bangs their market forecasts. If, as is popu- 


Racetrack proven - 1/3 the weight : larly supposed, they sell vast quantities of 
of the standard stainless disc. motorcycles on the strength of racing suc- 


PLASMA COATED for durability and - br hs no 


available for most Japanese While the FIM wants to refiddle the for- 
Motorcycles and B.M.W's. Price: $75.00 mula, there's no real certainty that the rules 

Specials on request: : of the game have any influence on the 

- number of players in Europe. 

Plasma Performance Products Inc. Tremors from the big Kawasaki and Su- 
1760 Crenshaw Blvd. zuki fallout in America reverberated around 
Torrance, CA 90501 t IDE Europe's racing fraternity, spreading appre- 
(213) 320-5812 inquiries invited. hension in varying degrees. Pessimists an- 


ticipated death for factory racing in Europe 
by American remote control, while optimists 
assured themselves that it couldn't happen 
here. In truth, everybody expected cuts in 
factory efforts. That transpired in a confused 
(two steps back, one forward, three to the 

left, two to the right) sort of manner. When 
à the dust subsided, Phil Read and Tepi Lan- 


sivuori were seen as the main casualties; 


* Yamaha appeared to have the fewest with- 
z drawal symptoms. 





Yamaha disbanded its racing team, 
sacked Giacomo Agostini, and carried on 
: J a dialogue with the Italian ace in an attempt 

d Action Fours Equipped 750 Fonds T j to evolve a low-budget method of racing. 

: The following components avail- E ~~ | Yamaha offered ex-works machines, spare 

| able individually or in matched parts, mechanics, goodwill—but no sal- 

If one ofthe | E kit form. ary—for Ago to race privateer-style. Ago 
dae hi-per- 1. Lightened and polished rocker ‘ indicated willingness to campaign under the 
EHEC RGA bere: arms. i "Team Agostini" banner, once the small 
2. High performance camshaft E~ : matter of collecting $250,000 from his spon- 


interests you, then ( 
you're going to want our . Racing valve springs with sors had been satisfactorily concluded. Ago 


new catalog! You will find hundreds titanium retainers. wanted an assurance of technical assis- 
of parts and accessories. It's more . Ported cylinder head tance, the aid taking the form of new ma- 
than just a catalog of power and E Street/Strip 836ce piston kit chinery whenever his 1975 Yams became 
performance parts. You'll get frank, t outpaced. Yamaha felt unable to oblige, as 
technical information on cams, Pheatitrea ediconnectingmods one reason for slimming the racing effort 
pistons, valve springs, rods, air . Replacement cylinder sleeve was to release development resources for 
filters, clutches and sprockets. If : other purposes. 
you're building or modifying for street, cafe racing, touring or competi- Meanwhile, down in South America, 
tion, this new book is a must! Send for it today. Johnny Cecotto busily laid plans and made 
* Action Fours is recognized as the quality leader in 4-stroke 4-cylinder contacts for 1976. Winner of the 350cc world 
Engine Kits, Exhausts and Accessories for 500, 550, and 750cc Hondas, championship on a '74 "works" bike be- 
and the 900cc Kawasaki. longing to Andres Ippolito, Cecotto again 
EON SE cot gm pA Uc e EN contracted with the Venezuelan Yamaha 
a Please send me Action Fours Performance Manual and * importer, and also snapped up, the offer of 
* Catalog. Enclosed is my [check Llmoney order factory machinesand partial backing on simi- 
* for $3.00 (Canada & foreign countries, $5.00). * ilar terms as were dangled in Ago s direction. 
x Rina : The way it looks, the Japanese will be 
H represented in Europe by a team from Ven- 
1 Address ezuela, and represented well. 
3 City. — — —State Zip Suzuki, having started and ended the 1975 
PELLE season with the fastest racers in the GP 


business, had good reason to stick around 
for 1976 action, if able to find ways of trim- 


CYCLE 


1517 E. McFadden Ave., Dept. C, Santa Ana, CA 92705 





ming the financial commitment. Fortunately 
there was a ready-made launch platform 
known as Suzuki-GB. This race team con- 
tested the 1975 GPs, even managing to 
breach the East-West communications bar- 
rier when rubbing paddock shoulders with 
Suzuki-Japan. 

Unlike Honda and Kawasaki organizations 
in the UK, Suzuki-GB is not a Japanese 
subsidiary but an offshoot of the Heron 
Corporation, a successful automotive, gas 
station and property owning group, which 
isn’t short of the odd penny. Nevertheless, 
Heron put Suzuki-GB racing on the market 
for external sponsorship before giving ap- 
proval to the deal which would see Suzuki- 
Japan supplying Suzuki-GB with GP equip- 
ment and top-level technical know-how, 
probably by sending over a racing engineer. 
Thus comforted, Suzuki-GB bosses pro- 
ceeded with the team-building task. 

Naturally enough, they wanted Barry 
Sheene, who in turn wanted lots of money. 
Possessor of lucrative contracts with Suzuki 
in Japan, America and Britain in 1975, 
Sheene considered the new offer from GB 
alone as next to insulting—and he asked 
for more. In their turn, Suzuki-GB. negotia- 
tors purportedly cast inducements in the 
direction of Phil Read, until the predictable 
Suzuki/Sheene partnership was signed and 
sealed. Then, reversing the trend towards 
smaller teams, Suzuki-GB gathered in Percy 
Tait, John Newbold and John Williams. This 
talented line-up comprises one man (Barry 
Sheene) in the world-beater category, two 
potential GP-winners (Newbold and Wil- 
liams), and a couple of fellows (Williams and 
Tait) relishing the. prospects of racing 
square-fours in the Isle of Man TT. 

Maintaining a supply of mechanically 
sound machines and keeping the team tick- 
ing amicably are the likely main preoccupa- 
tions of newly appointed team manager, one 
Merv Wright, late of Suzuki-America. 

Kawasaki perseveres with a European 
racing program, their decision almost cer- 
tainly influenced by the careful husbandry 
of the Kawasaki-UK racing management, 
and by the persuasiveness of the local 
directors. It was, by all accounts, touch and 
go. But finally Kawasaki came out in favor 
of retaining the existing UK team of riders 
Mick Grant and Barry Ditchburn, operating 
under the direction of Stan Shenton. 

The team will concentrate on Formula 750 
events, taking in selected World Champi- 
onship GPs that entail the minimum of travel 
and expense. The arrival of new and im- 
proved 250cc twins does not herald a no- 
holds offensive into Harley-Davidson and 
Yamaha territory. Shenton has reservations 
about riders leaping from 250s to 750s and 
trying. to do justice to both. And in 500cc 
competition, Kawasaki will be ultra-selective 
in the choice of meetings. After all, the 500-3 
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et High Performance 
ith Gunk! 


We won’t guarantee everyone 
will jump this high over the 
excitement. of GUNK CYCLE 
products, but we feel certain 
you'll never use any other 


brand! 


GUNK MEANS PERFORMANCE! 






DEMPSEY & STANLEY, INC. 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 
Serving the Midwest and Southwest 


GUNK LABORATORIES, INC. 
5829 W. 66th St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 


RADIATOR SPECIALTY CO. 
Charlotte, N. C. 28237 
Serving East, Southeast and Far West 















RETICULATED FOAM 
provides thousands of tiny 
passages through which the 
air flow circulates. These 
interconnecting passages 
when coated with Filtron's 
special compound'trap dirt 
particles 8s small as 5 microns 
in size, 


GROOVED EDGE overlaps 
the protective inner screen 
top and bottom to allow for 
a positive seal to prevent 
Unfiltered air from reaching 
the carburetor 


FIRE SCREEN protects 
inside of filter against back- 
fire damage. Rigid metal. 
screen also serves to hold 
filter element firmly in place 
and insures a positive inner 
edge seal 


CONVOLUTED GROOVES 
allow the filter element to 
respond to the carburetor's. 
breathing action: The element 
flexes in and out with each 
stroke of the engine. This 
pulsating assists the element's 
filtering by keeping trapped 
dirt from clogging the filtering 
channels, 





FILIRON : ‘> 


AIR FILTER ELEMENTS 


Filtron employs the finest filtration media available. Reticulated foam construction with a patented 

groove design work together to keep your engine cleaner and operating at peak performance. 

Unlike some filters that only coat the outer surface with a veil of oil, Filtron impregnates the foam 

with a special oil compound through the full 3/4 inch depth of filtering material. This deep oil/foam 

combination suspends and traps dirt particles up to eight times smaller than any ordinary filter. 

The pulsating action created by the convoluted groove design keeps the filtering channels clear by 

breaking up trapped inner dirt and flaking off the collected dust on the outer shell of the filter. This 

action insures maximum air flow to the engine which in turn means better mileage and performance. 

More off-road riding enjoyment can be realized with other Filtron 
products such as their specialty sock and pod-type filters and an 

assortment of other riding accessories. 


For information on Interpart's complete line of 
motorcycle products, send $2.00 to Dept. C—3 


inlerparc . 


230 West Rosecrans, Gardena, California 90248 
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. HONDA CB 500 - 550 


4 into 2 $150 


4 into 1 $140 4 into 2 $150 





ea 
If it’s horsepower you want, these 
pipes increase efficiency 18-20%, 
gas mileage by 15-18%. Just bolt 
on horsepower. No cutting neces- 
sary and they fit! Big John guaran- 
tees all workmanship 100%. These 
pipes are triple hi-luster chrome 
plated for maximum beauty and are 
the most balanced dyno-tuned 
headers available today. 


BIG JOHN HEADERS 
By 
The California 
Connection 


341 E. Redondo Blvd. 
Gardena, CA 90248 
(213) 329-0000 


TO ORDER CALL COLLECT 
FOB Gardena; CA res. add 6% tx. 


KAWASAKI 900 Z-1 
4 into 1 $140 4 into 2 $150 


New!! ONLY FROM BIG JOHN!!! 
The “California Cut" megaphone 
optional on an 
add $10 4 into 1 $20 4 into 2 








REEDER 
GASPRING" 


For atwenty minute moto 
or a twenty minute cruise 


You decide. We'll tell you though, the 
Gaspring was designed to give you optimum 
riding performance on the open road or dirt 
track. 

It's a light weight air spring that bolts on to 
your present shock (fits most models) giving 
you uncanny control and the cushion-ride 
comfort of a feather bed. 

The Gaspring has a unique progressive spring 
rate that's.quickly adjustable (with a tire 
pump) for any riding condition. Whether 
you're cruising or competing simply add or 
bleed air until you get the desired pressure. 
It's all up to you and the type of ride you 
want. 

For more information on the Gaspring 
contact us and we'll send you everything 
you want to know. 






| GASPRING 


MOTORCYCLE SUSPENSION SYSTEMS 


Reeder Corporation 

196 Victor Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48203 
(313) 868-8349 
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(a down-rated 750) is way below the Yama- 
ha/Suzuki class. 

MV Agusta, after lording over 500cc World 
Championships 1958-1974 inclusive, de- 
cided (in 1975) that the traditional four- 
stroke air-cooled multi was no longer com- 
petitive in a two-stroke-dominated world. 
Accordingly a new flat-four (four-stroke with 
two cylinders facing forward and two aft) 
went on the stocks for launching sometime 
in 1976. The urgency of proceeding with 
the new fore-and-aft design meant that the 
GP vacuum left by the departing across- 
frame "fours" would remain unfilled. MV's 
temporary resignation from GP activity left 
Phil Read high and dry and, to nobody's 
utter amazement, promptly resulted in MV 
and Giacomo Agostini re-forging their leg- 
endary link. Although no contract money 
has changed hands, Team Agostini is being 
equipped with 350cc "fours" (dumped as 
useless in the early part of 1974), in addition 
to the familiar "Phil Read" 500cc versions. 

Harley-Davidson, defying the cost-cutting 
pattern, will field Walter Villa and Giafranco 
Bonera (ex-MV) in defense of the 250cc 
world title. Villa, who had the assistance of 
Frenchman Michel Rougerie last year, will 
chasearecord three-in-a-row championship 
Score, battling with hordes of Yamaha pri- 
vateers once again. 

One of the standing GP jokes has been 
about Yamaha's considered opinion that the 
top privateers were perfectly capable of 
dealing with the little H-D aggravation, 
though not above sneaking in some rather 
special private Yams from time to time. 
Harley responded by clobbering Yamaha 
T-to-4 in the 11 GPs of 1975, proving in the 
process that European H-Ds are better de- 
vices than European Yamahas, but leaving 
Europeans wondering if American Yamahas 
are better still. 

Morbidelli could prove the major threat 
to H-D composure when Grand Prix action 
starts buzzing on April 25. Morbidelli 
slaughtered the 1975 125cc opposition, 
Scoring eight wins and seven second places 
with the little two-stroke twins developed by 
West German Jörg Möller. Now Morbidelli 
enters the 250cc class with. similar water- 
cooled, disc valve twins; not to mention the 
larger 350, and the possibility. of a 500-4. 

Bultaco returns to the 50 and 125 Grand 
Prix fold, vía the acquisition of the complete 
Stock of Piovaticci racing wares, manufac- 
tured in the same Pesaro locality as Mor- 
bidelli. Plus, Bultaco have hired Dutchmen 
Jan Thiel and Martin Mijwaart, the Piovaticci 
designers. ; 

All this, and RG500 Suzuki square-four 
production racers for selected privateers. 

Interpretation: Racing is alive and well in 
Europe. 


—Jim Greening 
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FLARED 
$ 77.00 







Flared and" 
Turnout mufflers 
fit all models 


Honda and 
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HONDA GL 1000 EXHAUST SYSTEM 






MOTORCYCLE CATALOG ; 






ALPHABET'S 
VAN CATALOG 


— $2.00 










U.S. CURRENCY/ 
CERTIFIED CHECK/ 
MONEY ORDER 


821 W. GARDENA BLVD., GARDENA, CA 90247 
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BMW!R90/76:5. corte AEE August 
BMWIEUZB T Dist. cmconcd:- dear. November 







(22250: MX GR cease orent: June 
Gan-zAm;250!/GP. 2m raas July 
Can-Am 175 MX2 ................ November 


FIEIEISEISIDOOI =e tere un, tics August 
Honda CB400F SS .................... March 
Honda CB500T...................... February 
Honda CB-750F aa eenia aaan May 








Honda GL-1000 ..... ... April, August 
Honda XE-I25KI een April 
Honda MRIZS e a ecu July 
LlondaX€B550Ent- om September 
Honda CR250M ...................... October 
Husqvarna 175 Cross Country .. August 
Kawasaki KS-125 Enduro...... February 
Kawasaki 903 Z1-B ....January, August 



















Kawasaki KD-175 .................... October 
Kawasaki KH400 ................ December 
MV August 750S America.............. May 
Montesa V75 Enduro 250.......... March 
Moto Guzzi 850-T......... .... August 
Norton 850 Interstate ...... .... August 
Penton Mint 400 Enduro................ May 
Suzuki RE-5 Rotary ....January, August 
Suzuki GT-750M............... May, August 
Suzuki. GT250M a ae e July 
Suzuki GT380M .. . September 
Suzuki RM125 .... .... September 
Suzuki RM250A .. .... December 
Suzuki RM370A .................. December 
Yamaha YZ-C 125 Monocross .. March 
Yamaha RD-125B ........................ April 
Yamaha RD200B ........................ June 
Yamaha MX 400B  ...................... June 
Yamaha XS500B ......................... July 
Yamaha RS 100C................ November 
1976 
BMWEROO0ZS aene a etta January 
Honda CB-125 S3 ................ February 
Honda XL350........... .... February 
RlondasMR250) vh ere April 
Kawasaki KZ900 LTD .................. April 


Eaverda-1000............5.. 5s 
Maico MC400/5...: 
Moto Guzzi 1000 








Penton T/S ENdúÚro 5-52. January 
Suzuki GT500 ......... April 
Yamaha YZ400C .. March 
Yamaha RD400C ...............0.0000000.. April 











T ck Boe 
Fast T Cool Job! 


* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


.. Motorcycle 


Mechanic. 


If you like to 
ride a cycle sj 

for fun.. . learn how to fix 

it for profit! Can you imagine a hetter way to 
earn your living? And to make it even better, the 
pay is great—whether you choose to work in a 
cycle shop for someone else or decide to start 

your own cycle repair business. 

Now, thanks to North American, there’s a fast, 
easy way to get the training you need... at home in 
your spare time. No need to quit school or your job. 
Experts show you step-by-step everything from 
minor tune-ups to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
... AND SO IS FIXING THEM! e 


There are more than 3 million cycles registered : 
in the U.S, today. Plus an estimated 3 million © 










(Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor. 
cycles!) No wonder career opportunities are so 
great...and getting better every day. The door = 
is open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE * 

“Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.” 















Ya 65656569 3 Y PR 
veont 000 
peqeeces ne 
and Test Instruments included to start 


ican "know-how" 
r North American "kno 
We e ou how to use wrenches, 
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Special Cycle Tools Ae 
fast! Professional tools p 

AS ou inlo a skilled mechanic. We teach ed e ments 

Sedes impact screwdrivers, timing gu zen AS 

compression gauges. vacuum gauges, aiee Ma moei Teens 
i and instruments to gel you 

i ing ...and yours to keep 

to use during your training . DOES aN 

ae The M chad career as a motorcycle Te ie Pe 
ACIER Send for FREE "Motorcycle Mechanic Cal a 

Sa .. now or ever! Rush coupon today. 


You'll Be the Center of 

@ Attraction in Your Circle of Friends . . . 
"S Be the envy of friends & neighbors 
as they flock around to watch you 
tear down and tune-up all kinds 

P of motorcycles. And just think of 
x the satisfaction in knowing you've 

$y got the best performing bike in 
town. Plus, you can make extra 
dollars fixing motorcycles for 


or obligation . 







your friends and neighbors. 


SEND FOR FREE CAREER KIT 
Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be the first in 
your neighborhood to cash in 
on the big demand for motor- 
cycle mechanics. 


Mail Coupon Now! 


pL———-—- m o m m e u— m m e m ns m 
Careers by Home-Study 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR I 

I 4500 Campus Dr., Dept. cao3s Newport Beach, CA 92663 L| 
I Rush FREE “Career Kit" on how I can i 
Į become an expert Motorcycle Mechanic. l 
I 
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Tips _ 


Plastic This, Plastic That 


For all those who have lost the little plastic 
knob for. the horn switch | have an easy 
cure—unless you want to pay $6.00 for a 
whole new switching part since you can't 
buy the knobs separately. Get a rubber 
tubeless tire valve cap (from your local 10- 
speed bicycle shop) and fill it with epoxy. 
Then just push it on the switch and cut it 
off flush with the metal. 

Can-Am owners who are afraid their 
fender decals will fall off, (they will), should 
just paint them with some Flecto Varathane 
clear or other clear "plastic paint." Make 
sure you paint % onto the white plastic 
So you seal the decal from water. And if 
your Can-Am tank logo has worn off (it will, 
too), just carefully paint it back on with 
ordinary model paint. Surprisingly enough, 
it doesn't seem to wear off (at least not for 
a long time). 

David McInnis 
London, Ontario, 
Canada 


SAVING FACE 

After being bothered by air turbulence 
inside my bubble shield, and a breeze on 
my chin and neck while sailing along on 
cold winter nights, | had an inspiration. The 
protection | devised is much cheaper than 

a fairing or a full coverage helmet. 
Purchase some Velcro at a camping 
equipment store (about a buck for a yard- 
long strip). Epoxy the. "hook" part of the 
Velcro to the lower, inside rim of your face 
shield. Then get a 14" x 18" piece of denim 
(or, if you've got bucks, chamois) and sew 
the "felt" part of the Velcro to the 14" edge 
of the denim. Now suit up, put your helmet 
on, grab the denim and stick it to the shield 
velcro, tuck the rest in your jacket and zip 
up—voila—no more frost bite. And just 
enough air gets in around the edges to keep 

the shield fog-free. 

George Marzelli 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 


YAMATIPS 

On the Yamaha 250/360 MX and DT 
models the pedal sticks due to dirt getting 
into the pivot shaft. Instead of fighting the 
problem with extra return springs the an- 
swer is keeping the dirt out. Clean and 
grease the shaft, reassemble with an O ring 
on both sides of the frame hole on the shaft. 
Also, if you put a bend or kink in the brake 
rod it will relieve the grabby brake action. 

While setting my DT 250 up for serious 
enduro work, | found the transmission ratios 
a bit too dual-purpose. The 1st through 4th 
ratio staging is O.K. but the jump to 5th 
is too wide. The 4th gear ratio in the MX 
and DT is the same and only 1 gear of the 
pair for 5th is different. Replace that gear 
with the one from the MX model. It is possi- 
24 





ble to replace this gear with only the mag- 
neto-side main case removed. Leave the 
shafts in the right case and the clutch cover 
and contents in place. 

| have. read many "hop up" articles on 
RD's. They always say not to modify the 
airbox or if you do, you will have to buy 
different carbs. Not so: replace the needles 
and main discharge nozzles with the stan- 
dard parts for an MX 175 Yamaha. Use # 50 
slow speed jets; run the needles in full rich 
position. On my RD 250 | found # 140 main 
jets O.K. for the stock airbox with the lid 
off or relieved. | am now using #170 MJ's 
with foam filters and no airbox. 

Having installed a pair of narrow angle 
Clubman bars on my RD 250, | decided they 
would be a lot more comfortable if they were 
just a little higher. By using the top clamping 
pieces under the bars and a pair of addi- 
tional top clamps on top, | raised the bars 
34-1 inch. Further adjustments can be made 
with appropriate spacers between the bar 
clamps and the triple crowns. Use longer 
bolts as needed. This should be applicable 
to most bikes. 

Joseph G. Shelton 
Lake Havasu City, Arizona 


You've heard a lot of ways to install han- 
dlebar grips, such as tape or 3M the bars, 
etc. Try this next time: spray the insides of 
the grips with any spray-can lacquer (clear 
is the hot set-up) and slide the grips on. 
This "adhesive" secures the grip and also 
dries very. quickly. 

Another idea, which prevents both shift 
lever bending and the need for tying the 
shifter to the frame, entails cutting the shifter 
"toe" in half. Next, thread the shortened stub 
just the width of a nut, which is screwed 
to a jam-fit on the end. Trim the original 
rubber to fit the shorty shifter and round 
the corners off the nut with a grinder or 
file. Shifting is still positive as long as you 
have your boots on, and | haven't bent a 
shifter yet in motocross or enduros and l've 
had plenty of crashes. 

A tip on Honda two stroke throttles: repo- 
sition the throttle assembly so that the cable 
comes back toward the rider. Run a bead 
of silicon seal down the seam in the assem- 
bly to keep dust out. Do not lubricate your 
throttle cable. The lubricant collects dirt, 
which works its way down toward your 
carburetor. 

Paul Forsythe 
Crown Point, Indiana 


KAWASAKI KOMFORT 
| presently ride a 1975 Kawasaki Z1-B. 
After having numerous other bikes this one 
is just what | want to keep. | did, however, 
find the seat very uncomfortable, mainly due 


to the inclined-plane shape of the seat in 
the area where | sit. | cured that problem 
fairly well by removing the seat cover, ex- 
posing the foam rubber, then with a hack 
saw blade sawing an appropriate thin hori- 
zontal slice off the top, and replacing the 
same seat cover. The modified seat is more 
comfortable and even looks better. 

Also, | have heard of complaints of not 
easily finding neutral. This is no problem 
because, as page 27 of the owners manual 
says, the bike will not shift from first to 
second gear while the bike is stopped. With 
that in mind, you merely stop, then pull 
briskly up on the shift lever and there is 
your neutral. 

Mark Reno 
Moline, Illinois 


DUNLOP DISTINCTIONS 
In your December 1975 issue, Joe Minnes, 
in a letter to the "Tips" column, said that 
the stock Dunlop F6 front tire causes Z-1s 
to wobble. He says this type tire has a rib 
imperfection. 
| don't know where he got his information 
but it'S way.off-base. Far from causing wob- 
bling, the F6 front tire was recommended 
in a Kawasaki service bulletin as a cure 
for front-end wobbling of H-1s and the 
early H-2s. 
l've seen Honda 750s develop a controlla- 
ble front-end wobble when English Dunlop 
front ribbed tires were fitted. The English 
ribbed tires have a rib imperfection. Perhaps 
this is the source of Mr. Minnes' misun- 
derstanding. 
David Jacobson 
Union City, New Jersey 


.22 JET HOLDER 

After going in circles with a stiff throttle 
on my RD 350, | noticed a wear mark on 
the inside of the throttle housing. | removed 
the fiber donut between the grip and hous- 
ing by cutting it. The throttle worked much 
easier. 

When | got tired of rifling through a box 
of Mikuni jets to find the right one, | made 
a great jet holder out of a .22 Cal. bulletbox. 
(100-pack). Simply take it apart and file or 
cut the inside ledges so the tray sets a bit 
lower and the lid will shut. 

James Davis 
Ft. Polk, Louisiana 
LIKE A SORE THUMB 

This “Tips” column is great, but | haven't 
seen in it any tips for safety. | realize that 
99 percent of injuries could be avoided if 
people were just more careful, but they need 
to be toid what is dangerous. 

Five days ago | shattered my right thumb 
while working on my Yamaha. I’ve been a 
biker for about ten years now, and | should 

(Continued on page 95) 
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.. STARFIRBE SX. 


THE EXCITEMENT NEVER ENDS. 






Can we build one for you? 


CIRCLE NO. 49 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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Dirt biking. Skiing. Hang 
gliding. You're a participator, 
not a spectator. You wouldnt 
have it any other way. 

When you drive, you want 
to experience your car, not just 
ride in it. That's why we built 
Starfire SX. 

Climb inside. Grab the avail- 
able 5-speed stick. Starfire SX 
moves as you move. 

You feel the torque-arm rear 
suspension hang in there as you 
wind through the turns. The 3.8 
liter engine handles the straight- 
away. The road is yours. 

Starfire SX. 

Non-stop excitement. 
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Lets you leap off the 
line.Keeps engine at 
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New magnesium 
side cover. 
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| NEW INCREDIBLE PERFORMANCE 
(D New Power- Reed" valve - open port to cylinder, 
reed to crankcase. Max. power at all rpms, 
© Big new 32 mm carburetor. 
(3) 6 transfer ports. | 
Result: Hottest production 125 going. 
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300D THING AND MADE IT INCREDIBLE. 
NEW TUCK-THRU | 
EXHAUST SYSTEM |. 









New fender and seat design. 


"center ofg a 
more ground clearance] 
| better protection of pipe 
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| NEW CHROME-MOLY 





Less weight, Geometry 


= 
| SN 
(4^. New box-section Swing arm, 63 tooth 
10^ ; | like factory machines. 


sprocket, q — rims. 4.10-18-4PR Tíre. 
Lic ee 

p 7 0] 
NEW TRU-TRAC" SUSPENSION 
| Keeps wheel Ay, 
Dn ground. “Upp, 
| Laid down, forward- 
mounted, gas oil shocks. 


3 load settings, 
p84" travel. 


FORGET YOUR TROUBLES. GET ON SUZUKI. 
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Kalifornia Kustom Kawasaki: 
Will it Play In Peoria? 


® Anyone who wants rapid urban transit 
can have it right now, without waiting for the 
Great Benevolence in Washington to un- 
sheath its golden finger. There's this'new 
Kawasaki Z-1 variant, the KZ900 LTD, and it 
works especially well in an urban environ- 
ment. Kawasaki intends to make only limited 
quantities of LTDs, at least for a while, so the 
machine doesn't qualify as an instrument of 
mass transit; on the other hand, it can't be 
faulted in terms of rapid. Like all of Ka- 
wasaki's near-a-liter fours it won't merely 
yank the headlights out of a good Corvette— 
it’s going to take the windshield wipers and 
door handles as well. 

It's almost certain that the same perfor- 
mance will be present in the standard 1976 
Kawasaki KZ900-A4; we haven't tried one of 
those as yet. But the standard model won't 
have the LTD's extensive options package, 
which may be seen as either good or bad 
depending on whether the LTD strikes you 
as being an attraction or an affront. After 
having lived with a pre-production LTD for a 
month we're inclined to view it as a bit of 
both. The basic Z-1 was great when intro- 
duced in 1973; maturity has brought refine- 
ment to Kawasaki's big four, but nothing 
you'd call flabbiness. The bike was, at birth, 
a lusty, sometimes unruly, brutally fast ani- 
mal, and that's what it remains. When Ka- 
wasaki's stylists grafted on all the LTD 
hardware, they may have been trying to 
create Cool Hand Luke. What they got is 
Dick Clark. 

Some of the stylists’ choices had to be 
filtered through Kawasaki's engineering de- 
partment, to the LTD's benefit. It surely must 
have been a styling decision to fit the bike 
with "mag" wheels; the wheels actually 
chosen aren't especially stylish, which indi- 
cates an engineering decision. The LTD has 
cast wheels made by Morris, and these are— 
in appearance—familiar to anyone who's 
spent any time immersed in motorcycle road 
racing. The Morris gang doesn't worry about 
styling: they design for strength and light- 
ness, with a straightforward seven-spoke 
configuration and no unnecessarily thick 
sections anywhere in their castings. The 
Morris racing wheels are cast in an alloy that 
is mostly magnesium; those made for the 
LTD are mostly aluminum, which is a bit 
heavier but easier to cast and vastly less 
corrosion-prone. 
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There is more than a hint of the crypto- 
chopper about the LTD's looks, and the 
wheel sizes contribute to that effect. The 
front wheel is a 19-incher, with a 2.15-inch 
rim width, on which they've mounted a 
Goodyear ML90-19 rib-tread tire. That's 
fairly standard. But the rear wheel and tire 
look like something that should be propping 
up one corner of an automobile. The wheel 
has a 16-inch diameter, measures three 
inches between the rim flanges, and is fitted 
with one of the biggest rubber hoops you're 
going to see on any motorcycle. Goodyear 
also provides the LTD's rear tire, and it's an 
MT90-16T—a low-profile weenie that's al- 
most 5.5-inches between sidewalls. The 
chopper crowd has been using about the 
same setup for several years, but with tires 
we wouldn't trust at anything past a corner- 
ing attitude of maybe 15 degrees. The LTD's 
low-profile Goodyear has its tread wrapped 
around so you don't get to smooth sidewall 
until you're seeing the horizon considerably 
tilted. , 


PHOTOGRAPHY: COOK.NEILSON, PAUL R. HALESWORTH, MARC MADOW 


It’s worth noting that this 16-inch Good- 
year has a tread that varies greatly in depth, 
and that the greatest depth is right in the 
middle. The rubber compound seems fairly 
soft (it provides exceptionally good traction) 
but there's enough of it so that the tire's 
service life should be appreciably better 
than the average for Superbikes. The 
MT90-16T's diameter is a trifle less than that 
of the standard KZ900's 4.00H-18 rear tire 
(the rolling radii are 12.25- and 12.63-inches, 
respectively) and for that reason a given 
point on the Goodyear's tread will be in 
contact with the pavement more frequently. 
But with the Goodyear fatso, the LTD's 
considerable horsepower is being transfer- 
red to the road across a contact patch 
having more than twice the area of a con- 
ventional 4.00-18 tire. The implications, in 
terms of traction and tread life, are obvious. 
Less obvious is the reason for using tubes 
inside the LTD’s tires. We know that all the 
racing Morris/Goodyear combinations are 
running tubeless; we also know that tube- 
less tires have a special bead-area shape 
and should be fitted on a rim with flanges 
shaped specifically for tubeless applica- 
tions. Perhaps Goodyear sees mostly 
spoked wheels in this tire's immediate fu- 
ture, and designed accordingly. 

A very compact drive cushion has been 
built into the rear wheel hub. A pair of steel 
plates flank the sprocket, and this three- 
layer sandwich is secured to the wheel by six 
bolts. The bolts are a close fit in the plates, 
but pass through oversized holes in the 
sprocket, with the clearance in the latter 
being taken up by resilient bushings. Much 
the same light, simple arrangement has 
been used on road racing motorcycles from 
the days when it was first discovered that 
cushion-drive sprockets made chains last 
longer. 

There's enough braking power built into 
the LTD to handle at least twice its gross 
weight. Not only has Kawasaki put a second 
disc and caliper on the LTD's front wheel, 
there's a disc rear brake as well. Those who 
have Z-1s and are thinking about switching 
to a dual-disc front brake should note that 
the LTD has its calipers mounted around 
behind the fork sliders. The official position 
on this arrangement is that it was adopted 
because "that's the popular style." We've 
found that a dual-disc Z-1 handles peculiarly 
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when its calipers are mounted up front, with 
their mass a long way from the steering axis, 
and that factor just may have some bearing 
on this matter. It also is worth noting that the 
LTD’s front discs have been thinned 2mm 
from the Japanese-standard 7mm, though 
their diameter has been left at 296mm. The 
rear disc has a 7mm thickness, with a 
277mm diameter, and carries a single cal- 
iper identical to those used for the front 
brake. All these calipers are of the single- 
piston, floating type, and are hydraulically 
actuated. 

People familiar with the earlier Z-1 will 
notice a couple of changes in the fork sliders 
on which the LTD’s twin calipers are 
mounted, and the differences are being in- 
corporated in the standard 1976 KZ900. 
Many of us never liked the built-in reflectors 
on the Z-1’s sliders, so many of us will be 
happier with the bike now that they’re gone. 
The latest slider’s appearance is very clean, 
except for the knobs and lumps that provide 
mounting points for the brakes, fender and 
axle. More important, the new sliders are an 
inch longer than the originals, and the add- 
ed length (and bearing area) seems to make 
them move more smoothly on the fork tubes. 
This, even though the springs and damping 





have been marginally stiffened. 

Kawasaki has made the LTD’s steering 
geometry slightly different from that of a 
standard '76 KZ900 (which is the same as 
earlier Z-1s) without any changes in frame or 
fork. The difference is a side effect of the 
LTD's chopper rear tire, and the fitting of 
shorter rear suspension units. The Z-1/ 
KZ900 rear shock has an eye-to-eye length 
of 13.4 inches; those on the LTD measure an 
even 13 inches. If you subtract the shock 
and tire differences you find that the LTD's 
tail has been dropped .78-inch, and that is 
reflected in a 1.5-degree increase in steering 
head angle and an extra half-inch of trail. 
These data were taken statically; the dif- 
ference probably is greater when the LTD is 
being ridden, as its rear springs are softer. 
The KZ900 has Kayaba shocks fitted with 
135 pound-inch springs; those on the LTD 
are Boge-Mulholland, with 110 Ib-in springs. 
We are told that 90/120 Ib-in progressive- 
rate springs were under consideration as an 
alternative to the straight-rate 110s, but the 
latter have been chosen for production. 

The LTD's Jardine-mufflered four-into- 
two exhaust system would seem to be much 
more a creature of convenience and 
cosmetics than conventional engineering 
wisdom. It would be different if the system 
paired cylinders one and four into one 
muffler, and had two and three fed into the 
other: that would have the individual exhaust 
pulses arriving at neat, 360-degree intervals. 
In the configuration chosen, you get two 
pulses 180-degrees of crank rotation apart, 
then a 540-degree pause. The drag-strip 
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Engine intake noise is silenced by this underseat foam-wall cannister. 


figures indicate that this off-beat layout can't 
be causing the LTD's engine any power 
problems; neither does it seem likely to be of 
any assistance. 

Whatever LTD owners may think of the 
exhaust system's looks or tone, they aren't 
going to care for the fact that the trumpet- 
mouth mufflers have crowded the center 
stand right off the motorcycle. That's right, 
there’s no center stand—only the side 
prop—and that means you can't hoist the 
LTD's tail up to change a rear tire, or oil the 
chain while you spin the wheel, an operation 
the owners manual says is needed at 500- 
mile intervals. But the most entertaining con- 
sequence of not having a center stand is the 
balancing act you do while trying to check 
the oil level. Kawasaki provides a sight glass 
in the clutch housing for this purpose, and 
the level is right if it falls in the middle of the 
little glass window when the bike is upright. 
The LTD certainly isn't upright when it's 
leaned against the only stand it has, which 
means you have to balance the bike with 
one hand while you hunker down to see the 
oil level. That's a 500-plus-pound balancing 
act, and if you let it get away from you your 
shiny new LTD is going to end up flat-side- 
down with, if you're really having one of 
those days, a handlebar end pinning you to 
the garage floor. 

Ride the LTD very far at highway speeds 
and you may wish you could drive the 
above-mentioned handlebar end through 
some stylist's heart, like you'd use a wooden 
stake to terminate a vampire. The LTD's 
sweptback handlebar may look right; it feels 
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New long-reach fork sliders have greatly improved the Kawasaki's ride. 


wrong, and the faster you go the wronger it 
becomes. Kawasaki's stylists have the LTD 
handlebar curled so that your hands are, in 
effect, holding a brace of flintlock dueling- 
pistols. That produces a cocked and even- 
tually cramped wrist, and when you're fight- 
ing wind pressure by hanging on to the grips 
you quickly feel the strain. A windshield 
would help save your wrists, but where does 
a vertical slab of plastic fit into the LTD's 
styling theme? 

You won't be able to slide back on the 
LTD's seat to get your body tilted against the 
wind unless you're prepared to slide up and 
back to the passenger perch. As is apparent 
in the photos presented here, the LTD sad- 
dle is a two-tier model, and the stepped 
construction dictates where you're going to 
sit. Taken as a seat it's pretty good—wide, 
flat and well-padded. Passengers love it. But 
it won't let you shift around to find your very 
own most-comfortable stance relative to the 
dueling-pistol grips and the footpegs. 

Difficulties arising from the seat configura- 
tion are compounded by the stylishly small 
fuel tank, which is narrower than the hard- 
ware lurking beneath its floor. Tall, long- 
legged riders will find that their inner-knee 
skin can get warmed up by contact with the 
intake cam cover ends; those with shorter 
legs will tend to bump the choke lever to- 
ward its open position. And the smaller tank 
really cuts into the big Kawasaki's cruising 
range. The tank's 3.6-gallon volume is al- 
most exactly a full gallon smaller than the 
KZ900's claimed gas capacity, and only two- 
tenths of a gallon is held in reserve. At 37 
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KAWASAKI KZ900 LTD 


Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front ML90-19 Goodyear 
ML90-16T Goodyear 

Disc, 11.65 x 1.63 in. 

(296 x 41.4mm) x 4 

Disc, 10.9 x 1.63 in. (277 x 41.4mm) x 2 
Brake swept area 286.6 sq. in. (300.6 sq. cm) 
Specific brake loading 2.47 lbs./sq. in. 
at test weight 

Four-stroke, DOHC, air-cooled four 
2.60 x 2.60 in. (66 x 66mm) 


55.1 cu. in. (903cc) 


Engirie type 

Bore and stroke 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 

Air filtration 

Ignition 


4, 26mm; Mikuni VM26SS 
Dry element, pleated 
Mechanical breakers, dual-lead coils 


RPM x 100 40 





Standing '4-Mile 

















Road Speed 
vs Engine Speed 
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74.46 @ 9000 rpm 
48.15 @ 7500 rpm 
27.5°/4.1 in. (104mm) 


Torque @ rpm 
Rake/Trail 

Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Fuel capacity 
Oil capacity 
Electrical power 


3.6 gal. (13.6 liters) 

3.9 qt. (3.7 liters) 

210 watts @ 8000 rpm 
12V, 10AH 

Spur gears, 1.73:1 

3/4 x 3/8 in. 

Enuma endless chain 

(1) 12.78 (2) 8.83 (3) 6.73 
(4) 5.56 (5) 4.92 
Wheelbase 58.7 in. (1490mm) 
Seat height 30.5 in. (775mm) 
Ground clearance.......................ssuusss 6.1 in. (155mm) 
Curb weight 541 Ibs. (246kg) 
Test weight 706 Ibs. (321 kg) 
Instruments Tachometer, speedometer w/odometer 
and tripmeter, oil, neutral, high beam, 

brake light indicators 
12.52 sec @ 110.29 mph 





Primary transmission 
Secondary transmission 


Gear ratios, overall 


Standing start '4-mile 
Average fuel consumption 


Speedometer error 30 mph actual 28.16 


60 mph actual 55.69 


Engine 

Speed Torque 
2000 j 33.05 
2500 ij 32.79 
3000 N 35.10 
3500 i 40.30 
4000 i 40.56 
4500 i 39.71 
5000 ; 40.87 
5500 n 40.56 
6000 i 43.45 
6500 i 44.89 
7000 1 48.07 
7500 , 48.15 
8000 ; 47.49 
8500 1 45.47 
9000 5 43.45 
9500 i 40.01 

10,000 34.83 
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TORQUE 
(48.15 max.) 


| 
Kawasaki KZ900 LTD 
Test Conditions: 
Barometer 30.06 
Temperature 
66?F Wet 98? Dry 
Correction Factor 1.053 
Date of Test: 1/20/76 
As Tested on the 
Webco Dyno 
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mpg—which is what we got with our test 
bike—the LTD will be on reserve when 
you've gone 125 miles, and leaves you a 
nervous eight miles of looking for a service 
station before you start walking. That's nota 
big problem riding around town; it will cramp 
your explorations of the countryside. 

Our mileage figures reflect fairly brisk 
riding, and experience with Z-1s suggests 
that the LTD might deliver perhaps 45.mpg 
at a steady, legal highway cruising speed. 
But that is by no means certain, because the 
LTD has new carburetors and different jet- 
ting. The Kawasaki four still breathes 
through a double-brace of pull/push Mikuni 
carburetors, as before, but the throttle bore 
diameters are down from 28mm to 26mm 
and the slide-position adjusters are now 
incorporated in the linkage right above the 
slides. The old throttle linkage had external 
shafts, links and levers and would rattle itself 
out of adjustment in a very few thousand 
miles. The new linkage is much more tidy, 
with fewer links and wear points, and should epa: 
not need attention more than about semi- eae We Sie NS 
annually. The smaller throats have, unfor- 
tunately, made the carburetors more sensi- 
tive to jetting, and Kawasaki's development 
people are still doing the fine touches as this y 
is written. They may have to settle for a ; A MOTORCYCLE 
compromise: with one set of needles and ^CCESSORIES 
throttle slide cutaways the LTD is ready to go "es 
after only a minute or two of warming but 
develops an over-rich hesitation off-idle 
when the engine is up to operating tempera- 
ture; going one notch leaner cleans up the 
fully-warm carburetion, but makes the en- 
gine reluctant about getting moving in the 
morning chill. 

Smaller carburetors should make the Ka- 
wasaki four more responsive to throttle at 
low speeds and in the midrange, and that 
seems to have been accomplished. The 2bs 
also should trim back the bike's top-end 
charge and that, surprisingly, hasn't hap- 
pened. Despite the smaller carburetors, de- 
spite the Midnight Cowboy fringes and 
studded belt, the LTD remains a Z-1 where it 
counts; it still makes horsepower like 
nothing else. Kawasaki hasn't done any- 
thing with porting, valve sizes, cams, or 
compression. The only change has been in 
the engine air intake system, which for 1976 
has a new and less restrictive filter, with a 
vastly more voluminous plenum chamber 
interposed between filter and carburetors. 
With this, the battery had to be lowered and 
it’s now buried under the air inlet trunk. We 
think that's fair: the battery only needs water 
about once a month; the engine needs air 
whenever the bike is being ridden. A final 
interesting aspect of this intake system is 
that it begins with the rough equivalent of a 
glasspack muffler: a double-wall tube, with 
the inner wall perforated and the between- 
walls space filled with plastic foam. 

About the dual-disc front brake: there's no 
disputing that itdoes provide more stopping 
power than the single-disc layout . . . and it 
hardly matters. The single disc Z-1 has al- 
ways had all the brakes a street rider would 
ever need, and the sole braking-department 
flaw was that the front brake's response to 
control pressure wasn't linear. It gave you a 
lot of stopping power at first touch, then a 

(Continued on page 91) -.. find happiness and acceptance cruising America's mainstreets in its role as a $3295.00 crypto-custom? 
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Will Kawasaki's mighty four-cylinder KZ900, undisputed king of the Superbikes and humbler of Corvettes. ... . 
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HONDA BIG BIKE BONUS 


Save up to $80 on selected bikes! 


t can truly be said, there’s 
never been a better time 
than right now to buy a new 

Honda motorcycle. Honda, 
world’s most popular bike, 
known for quality and 
engineering innovation... 
now at very special savings. 
During Honda’s Big Bike 
Bonus, you'll save from $30 
to $80! And that’s an 
additional savings! Just 
make the best deal you can 
with your Honda motorcycle 
dealer, and Honda will send 
you a check for as much 

as $80 more! 

Honda’s Big Bike Bonus 
doesn’t apply to just one 
model...but to all seven 
bikes shown. Both road and 
on/off-road machines, big 
and mid-range. So, if you’ve 
ever considered owning a 
motorcycle, or want a better 
bike than the one you 
already have, get moving! 


XL-250 $30 Bonus 
248cc OHC mill. Five-speed, constant- 
mesh transmission; adjustable rear 
shock springs; push-pull throttle 
mechanism. Full instrumentation and 
full road lighting, too. Widen your 
horizons with this neat Honda XL. 


MT-250 $30 Bonus 
Here’s an on/off-road machine in the 
Honda Elsinore™ tradition. 248cc 
two-stroke engine with automatic oil 
injection. Close-ratio, five-speed trans- 
mission. CR-type grips and handlebars. 
Black muffler and heat shield. And 

full instrumentation, of course. 
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CB-500T $80 Bonus 
Smooth four-stroke power from a 

498cc OHC engine. Five-speed, con- 
stant-mesh transmission. Front disc 
brake, electric starting. A comfort- 
able, powerful touring twin. 


CB-400F $80 Bonus 
408cc OHC four-cylinder power plant. 
Six-speed, constant-mesh transmis- 
sion. Honda’s famous four-into-one 
exhaust system. Impressive styling 
and performance. 


CB-360T $80 Bonus 
Our most popular mid-range touring 
twin. 356cc OHC engine for smooth 
power and performance. Six-speed, 
constant-mesh transmission. Front 
disc brake, electric starting. One 
good-looking road bike. 


CB-200T $30 Bonus 
One of our smaller road bikes with 

lots of big-time features. 198cc OHC 
engine. Front disc brake. Electric 
starting. Adjustable rear shock springs, 
and more. A favorite with students 

and commuters. 


XL-350 $30 Bonus 
A 348cc, four-stroke OHC powerhouse. 
Five-speed, constant-mesh transmis- 
sion. Self-cleaning aluminum alloy 
rims. Teethed steel footpegs and 

brake pedal. Resettable tripmeter 

and more. It’s Honda’s largest on/off- 
road machine! 


See your Honda dealer 
today, and end up with as 
much as $80 extra in your 
pockets. 


HONDA | 


First. For good reason. 


Always wear a helmet and eye protection and check local laws 
before you ride. Offer applies to 1975 and 1976 Honda models 
shown. Offer expires April 30, 1976. Model availability may 

be limited. For brochure write: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., 
Box 50, Gardena, California 90247. See Yellow Pages for 
nearest dealer. © 1976 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 


JACK MURPHY'S Q:SH 


@ For those of you who believe a motorcy- 
_ Cle is for causing sweat to form, heads to 
turn, eyes to pop, lies to be told, oaths to 
be muttered and adrenalin to enter the 
bloodstream in a tightly linked sequence of 
high-pressure squirts, and if you believe that 
the finest long-distance touring machine 
ever built is not a BMW but a Boeing, we 
present Jack Murphy’s Kawasaki Z-1. Fully 
laden Murphy's tourer weighs only slightly 
less than.a 747—1100 pounds—and with its 
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thoroughly massaged engine goes but mar- 
ginally slower. Which would figure, consid- 
ering Murphy. 

Jack works for the Kawasaki Motor Corp. 
as a technician for the Public Relations 
department. Among other things he pre- 
pares bikes for magazine road tests, and 
it has been our experience and the experi- 
ence of our fellow journalists that Murphy’s 
Kawasakis are as good as Kawasakis ever. 
got: stock, but perfectly stock. (The H2 that 














Murphy's panniers and travel trunk, built by 
Brownline, are standard Kawasaki accessory items. 


Q'SHiP SUPREME 


Jack built for our 1973 Superbike Compari- 
son Test ran a 12.2—110 mph quarter and 
caused eyebrows to be raised all over 
Orange County. Besides that he makes 
annual pilgrimages to the Bonneville Salt 
Flats with his other Z-1 and regularly runs 
close to 160mph, and has been instrumental 
in maintaining liaisons between Kawasaki 
and several of this country's more prominent 
drag racers. When he has time, he tours. 

Jack has been into bikes since 1938, when 
at the age of 17 he purchased an Indian 
Scout. He subsequently owned a Hender- 
son, a BSA Gold Star, a BSA 500 twin, a 
BSA 250, a Bonneville, three years worth 
of Suzuki X-6 Hustlers that he drag-raced, 
and finally Kawasakis: an A-7, an H-1, an 
S-2 and 3 Z-1s. 

Like most motorcycle people who are 
mechanically adept, Murphy sees nothing 
more than a starting point when he looks 
atanew bike. He understands that a stocker 
has to be factory-compromised if it is to 
appeal to the greatest number of potential 





The seat, a custom item from E.Z. Berg, is available in 
3 densities and is extraordinarily comfortable. 


buyers and if it is to comply with increasingly 
constricting federal and state legislation; he 
understands too that there are charac- 
teristics and capabilities a factory simply 
cannot build into a production-line bike. 

Murphy is hardly unique in his percep- 
tions. There are no stock off-road motorcy- 
cles off-road, there are no stock sport bikes 
out café-racing and there are no stock tour- 
ing bikes out touring. The average touring 
rider, in fact, modifies his mount more ex- 
tensively, and with more regard to how those 
modifications work, than any other biker. 
The dirt riders are performance-sensitive but 
susceptible to trendiness; the café racers 
often respond more to how a modification 
looks like it works than how it works; but 
most touring riders are influenced by little 
more than stark function, which makes 
sense considering the sheer number of 
hours they spend in the saddle either enjoy- 
ing the changes they have made for the bet- 
ter or being punished by the changes they 
have made for the worse. 

A serious touring motorcycle is as single- 
purpose as a Daytona racer. Murphy's bike 
doesn't even come out of the garage unless 





The heart of the matter: 75mm pistons increase displacement to 1170cc. Kit comes from MTC Engineering. 
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Riding in the rain in something touring riders live with. 
Jack fitted small flap to rear of front fender. 


Jack is contemplating a hike of 400-miles 
or more—he has another, smaller, bike for 
shorter trips—nor would his monstrous Z-1 
be much good for anything else. Full of gas 
but other wise unladen it weighs 710 
pounds; with Jack and a passenger the 
figure goes to 1000 pounds; and with 
Murphy's normal touring load, all-up weight 
reaches 1100 pounds. The fairing is a stan- 
dard Kawasaki accessory, manufactured by 
Silverline Boats in Minnesota; Brownline 
made the panniers and the travel trunk, 
likewise for Kawasaki's accessory division. 
Before Jack became a heart-and-soul tourer 
he would simply pack his stuff in a roll; 
security was the main reason for the sophis- 
ticated fiberglass bags. 

If he plans to go on a camping trip this 
is what his Z-1 carries: a spare set of cables; 
a complete ignition backing plate; one coil; 
four spark plugs; chain lube; light bulbs; 
electrical wire; a five-foot syphon hose; a 
coat hanger (in case he needs some really 
stiff wire); extra tools, including ignition 
wrenches, an impact screwdriver, a small 
hammer, miscellaneous sockets and a ra- 
chet, needlenose and waterpump pliers, a 


ia : y 4i 
The Kawasaki horn, as far as touring riders are 
concerned, is useless. Jack's come from Pep Boys. 
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Home-made passenger peg brackets permit Murphy 
to adjust peg location for different passengers. 


10-inch crescent and a magnet; a can of 
stop-leak in case he has a flat tire; a stove; 
a florescent lamp; eating utensils; a couple 
of pots; non-perishable staples, like salt, 
pepper and sugar; a 7%-Ib. nylon tent; a 
pair of 2%-lb. sleeping bags; two air mat- 
tresses and a small pump; a change of 
clothing; his toilet gear; a one-piece Wheels 
of Man mylar rain suit; and a partridge in 
a pear tree. 

Jack isn't happy with his bike's extraor- 
dinary rear wheel weight bias, but feels that 
little can be done about it except make an 
effort to pack the heavy items, like tools, 
at the bottoms of the panniers to keep the 
weight low. Something can be done, how- 
ever, about suspension. Murphy uses Ka- 
wasaki's Boge replacement shocks with 
120-lb. springs, installs one-inch spacers 
atop the standard front fork springs, and 
uses Torco 20-wt. fork fluid to increase 
damping. The bike has no real handling 
problems other than those attributable to 
tire adhesion. When his bike is laden Jack 
uses 32 Ibs. of air in the front and 35 in 
the rear, and because of the bike’s weight 
and these higher-than-normal pressures the 
Kawasaki’s cornering traction is below par. 

For a serious touring rider, weight is a 
perpetual problem. Part of the fun long 
distance riders have comes from a certain 
independence: from dealerships, from 
motels, from restaurants, from the effects 
of bad weather. So they abstract and minia- 
turize, and end up carrying with them parts, 
overnight accommodations and provisions. 
Murphy's Z-1 is a rolling dealership, Holiday 
Inn and Macdonald's, and as he ambles 
through remote and beautiful countryside 
he feels no ties to it—only to his bike, and 
the trip. 

If Murphy ever feels the need to roll 
through that countryside like summer light- 
ning instead of a gentle breeze, he can do 
that too; beneath all the touring stuff is 
surely the wickedest engine a poker run has 
ever seen. Murphy likes the way a stock 
Z-1 performs; Murphy, remember, is a drag 
racer. But even the mighty 903 was reduced 
to a whimper by the weight Jack piled on 
it, so he set about to revive speed and 
acceleration. He selected a pair of Webcam 

(Continued on page 85) 
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SPEEDLINE | SUPER DIGGER 
983 903 


Two tires designed to give 
you real traction. Speedline 983 
takes to the street at speeds up 
to 130 mph. Super Digger 903 is 
our hard-compound dirt tire for 


.harder surfaces, and there's a 


companion Super Digger 901 for 
Soft surfaces. See them all at your 
Yokohama dealer. 
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® Racing Baja is a singular experience. The 
Baja motorcycle racer has as company 
only occasional groups of back-country 
Mexican spectators and folks at the dozen 
or so gas stops during the 18- to 38-hour 
race. A rider may travel well over a hundred 
miles without seeing another competi- 
tor—and then, usually, during night section. 
Solitude is the Baja racer’s dreariest and 
most familiar companion. Some of the bar- 
ren Baja race course sections are so deso- 
late that hours may pass before a rider sees 
so much as an adobe hut, Mexican farmer, 
stray cow or, at night, another light. In these 
surroundings the motorcycle racer can rely 
only upon himself for encouragement, me- 
chanical aid and companionship. 

This year’s event was the toughest Baja 
1000, in terms of terrain severity, since the 
first race in 1967. Other 1000s have pro- 
duced higher equipment fatality ratios (36% 
of this year’s entries finished under the 
38-hour time limit)—but they were as much 
as 260 miles and 10 hours longer. Also, Baja 
race machinery has undergone phenomenal 
advancement in recent years. In many 
respects, especially with the four-wheelers, 
Baja racers are state-of-the-art machines. 
The cars have eight to fourteen shocks, 200 
bhp VW engines, 140 mph top speeds, five 
speed gearboxes, indestructible tires, two- 





way radios, eight quartz lights, pressurized 
space suit-type filtered breathing systems, 
dragster chassis and 250-mile . racing 
ranges. Other than long-travel suspension 
systems, the motorcycles have changed little 
by comparison. 

For the motorcycle riders, the race hasn't 
changed much either. The bizarre stories 
of this year's three motorcycle (and overall 
vehicle) winners tells the tale of the Baja 
experience for all. Six Day medalists Carl 
Cranke and Eric Jensen reeled in their sec- 
ond consecutive 125cc class win in Baja. 
They won both the 500 and 1000 on the 
same old 125cc Sachs/Penton, although 
plans for the 1000-miler had them slated to 
ride an all-new KTM/Penton. Competition 
in the 125cc class has been a fierce personal 
and professional battle between the two 
Penton whiz kids and Baja veterans (and 
previous class winners) Preston Petty and 
Dick Miller. The senior team of Petty and 
Miller traditionally rides Dick's fac- 
tory-supported 22 bhp, 83 mph Honda El- 
sinore. It is the fastest, best-prepared 125 
ever to contest Baja—and it has the most 
powerful lighting system of any of the 
small-bore racers. And in terms of top speed, 
Millers Honda would outrun many of the 
250s. In the mph contest Cranke and Jensen 
didn't stand a chance. 

But only a few days before the race Pres- 
ton called Miller to inform him he couldn't 
ride. Another riding partner had to be lo- 
cated. With Petty's help, Billy Uhl was lined 
up as Dick's partner. While fast, tough and 
gifted mechanically, Billy had never ridden 
in Baja before—one strike against the team. 

Two days before the race Eric Jensen 
picked up a new pre-production KTM and 
went directly to Ensenada to put some 
break-in miles on it while pre-running. But 
little mileage was accumulated; preparation 
stole the majority of Carl's and Eric's time. 
Technical inspection and impound closed 
at 8:00 p.m. Wednesday. At 6:00 p.m. Eric 
took one last ride around the block on the 
KTM to check out their 55-watt quartz light. 
The light worked—but the crankshaft bear- 
ing gave up the ghost. Having just returned 
from the ISDT a few days before, neither 


Carl nor Eric had time to gather up a spare 
bike or engine. 

Carl rushed to impound and asked per- 
mission to tech the bike Thursday morning, 
prior to race time (officially, technical in- 
spection was closed Wednesday night). With 
an okay from the SCORE promoters, Eric 
called his shop in Los Angeles and asked 
one of his mechanics to bring down the 
race bike that had won the 500—the only 
machine available to them. It had been 
residing in the corner of Eric's shop since 
June. Carl, who was to ride the first half, 
went to bed while Eric waited for the bike. 

The tired, worn remnants of the old bike 
arrived after midnight and Eric and his me- 
chanic wrenched on it feverishly until early 
morning. Fork legs, lights, wheels, shocks 
and other parts which over the course of 
five months had been pilfered from the old 
Penton were robbed from the new KTM. 
At 5:00 a.m. Carl arose, packed the tool kit, 
roled the Penton from the motel room, 
started it for the first time and teched 
through at 5:30. An hour later he left the 
start line on the hodgepodge Penton/Sachs 
KTM—with a 15-mph speed deficit and 
one-fourth the lighting of Miller's Honda. 

Billy Uhl accumulated a comfortable 
20-minute lead over Carl after 300 miles. Carl 
lost his chain once when the Japanese 
master link in the Diamond chain broke. At 
Santa Inez (Check Point Three) Billy was 
running first 125 and fourth overall motorcy- 
cle in elapsed time. It was 3:00 p.m., and 
the long 165-mile loop to Check Four was 
ahead. Uhl's standard motocrosser ignition 
was replaced with the 200-watt lighting sys- 
tem—and 17 minutes passed. 

Cranke came into Inez, gassed and left 
simultaneously with Uhl. Two miles out, the 
Honda's heavy external flywheel broke loose 
when the Woodruff key sheared—it had 
been installed wrong. Billy returned to Inez, 
but his crew had left to move down to Check 
Four. Uhl went to the Toyota pits for help. 
The flywheel was removed, abundantly Loc- 
tited and replaced. Billy left in pursuit of 
Carl—only to have the key shear again. 

Returning once more to the Toyota pits, 
inspection of the flywheel and crankshaft 


DESTRUCTION DERBY, BAJA-STYLE 


Survival—not speed—is the 
key to victory in Baja. In the 
1975 Baja 1000 the survivors 
were few and, after the dust 
cleared, the course a junkyard 
of shredded equipment and 
broken hearts. At the finish 
line it was the underdogs 

who had their day. 

By Dave Holeman 
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After crashing and sputtering through six Hour of down-time, Oglivie/ Rutten H-D took class honors. 


DESTRUCTION DERDY, DAJA-STYLE 
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cee and Jensen blew the orsa in nine 125 
KTM only hours before the race. They rebuilt an old 
Sachs/Penton in four hours and enduroed-in for win. 


revealed that both keyways had been 
broadened far beyond their normal width. 
A new key was hand-filed from a piece of 
scrap steel, surfaces were sanded and Loc- 
tited and Billy was again on his way—two 
and one-half hours later. 

In the meantime Cranke was motoring 
along as fast as the tiring Penton would go. 
When Eric was given the bike for the last 
half, word had come down from Inez about 
Uhl's problems. Carl told Eric, "Just get the 
bike to the finish. Billy’s two hours behind 
us.” Eric set a pace that was easy on the 
Penton and rolled into Ensenada with a 
winning time of 22 hours and 48 minutes. 
To complicate matters further for Miller, Uhl 
(who had never raced at night before) got 
lost in the silt beds after Santa Inez for 20 
minutes, bloating their time deficit to three 
hours. Miller rode the ultra-fast and super- 
lighted Honda as fast as he could in pursuit 
of Jensen, but he was an hour and a half 
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too late. Of the six 125s entered only these 
two finished. 

Bruce Ogilvie, the winner of this year’s 
Baja 500, was again entered on his handbuilt 
250cc Harley two-stroke (featured in Oc- 
tober, 1975 Cycle). At the outset of the race 
it seemed extremely unlikely that Bruce 
Ogilvie and his new riding partner, Bob 
Rutten, could deliver an overall win in two 
consecutive Baja races. But the Harley did 
win the 250cc class again, finishing six 
hours behind the outright motorcycle winner 
after an unbelievable episode. 

At Check Point One, Valle de Trinidad, 
88 miles from the start, Bruce was running 
fourth motorcycle overall and first 250. He 
was only ten minutes behind the lead bike. 
In the fast section out of Trinidad, Bruce 
blew through a turn, ran into the boondocks 
and center-punched a boulder. The result 
of his miscalculation was a set of broken 
engine cases. For anyone else, this would 
have been the conclusion; he was ten long 
miles from his pit at Trinidad. 

But Bruce was in luck. Some nearby 
American spectators were equipped with CB 
(Citizen’s Band) radios that could reach 
Trinidad. Though the CBs are illegal to 
operate in Mexico, the spectators transmit- 
ted to Trinidad, asking anyone to contact 
Bruce's pit about his dilemma. Miraculously, 
Bruce's crew arrived shortly thereafter with 
a spare engine. Because complete engine 
changes are illegal by SCORE rules, the old 
motor was removed, disassembled and new 
cases fitted. Over three hours later Bruce 
was on his way—now in car traffic. 

Passing four-wheelers is an incredibly 
dangerous proposition. Most of the car driv- 
ers are either unaware of a passing bike's 
existence, or unwilling to let one pass. On 
the narrow, rutted dirt roads of Baja, each 
pass is a traumatic experience. 

At Arenoso, about 200 miles farther down 
the course, the Harley was starting to miss 
and sputter constantly. Though running 
dead last in his class, Bruce was unwilling 
to quit and asked his pit crew to meet him 
30 miles down the course where, if the 
missing continued, they would look for the 
problem. When Bruce got to his pit the bike 
would barely run. They assumed that the 
ignition had been improperly timed when 
the new cases were installed. Checking and 
rechecking was fruitless; the missing con- 
tinued. Finally a broken coil bracket was 
found. Baling wire held the coil to the frame 
(ground) until the bike reached the next 
check, 35 miles beyond. It was now dark; 
2% hours had passed tracking the miss. 

At the next check, Santa Inez, a hose 
clamp replaced the baling wire, the chain 
was lubed, the tank was filled and Bruce 
was ready for the following long and mur- 
derous 165-mile section. At this point, over 
8096 of the 250s were still running and Bruce 
was last by hours. When Ogilvie went to 
start the engine the kick shaft sheared off 
flush with the crankcase. While the engine 
was readily bump-started out of Santa Inez, 
Ogilvie knew that stalling the engine in one 
of the rock, silt or sand sections, which 
mostly comprised the next 165 miles, would 
bring his ride to a lonely halt. 

Easing through the first 12 miles (a bot- 

(Continued on page 87) 
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eck/Arnley Introduces 


mperial Brake Shoe Line 





Who knows more about motorcycle brake shoes than BECK/ARNLEY? 
After all, we've been in the motorcycle business for 62 years and have 
manufactured brakes for the past 30 years and now, we are intro- 
ducing the finest: The Imperial Brake Shoe Line. Precision-lined and 
ground, they are custom designed for most current motorcycles. 

If the brake shoes wear out, Beck/Arnley Corporation will, for a 
$1.00 handling charge, replace any Imperial Brake Shoe designed for 
and used on aroad machine, so long as the motorcycle for which it was 
purchased contines to be owned by the original retail purchaser. 
Naturally, the warranty does not apply to brake shoes damaged by 
an accident or which have been misused. 


RIDERS: : 
QE. See your DEALERS: See your 


2 Beck/Arnley Corp. 
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BECK /ARNLEY CORP 


Compton, L.A., Cal. 90221 


2917 Bailey Avenue 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14215 


Beck/Arnley Dealer. Beck/Arnley Distributor: 


Brake Shoes so tough we gave them a king size warranty 


These same high quality, tough, long wearing Imperial Brake 
Shoes are also available for most Japanese off road and competition 
motorcycles but do not carry the Imperial Brake Shoe Limited 
Warranty. In addition, Beck/Arnley has a full line of standard brake 
shoes for most Japanese, British and American motorcycles. All brake 
shoes are sold in pairs. Imperial Brake Shoes are skin packed for ease 
of display and impulse buying. Ride with the winner: The best in brake 
shoes from Beck/Arnley. 

Subject to the terms and conditions contained in our Limited 
Warranty for Imperial Brake Shoes. 


6950 N.W. 46th Street 
Miami, Fla. 33166 


Milne Accessories 
P.O. Box 11 

Azusa, Cal. 91702 
Nichols Motorcycle 
Supply, Inc. 


Faye Myers 

2015 West Alameda 

au TS Denver, Colo. 80223 

Beech Roa E 

Marlow Heights, Md. 20031 Gene SM 
, Inc. 

2331 L A Greene Lane & Radcliffe St. 4135 W. 126 

Memphis, Tenn. 38114 Bristol, Pa. 19007 Chicago, (Alsip), IIl. 60658 

KK Motorcycle Supply Co. Montreal Motosports, Ltee. 

431 East Third Street Quebec 

Dayton, Ohio 45402 


7421 N.E. Beech 
Portland, Ore. 97213 
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More cycles 55 
e y Xu. EM Dependability. Safety. 
Performance. Three reasons 
ree on Dunlop Dunlop tires turn on more cycles 
and cyclists than any other tire. 
Like the Dunlop K-81. Its trigonic 
an am profile (the industry's first) assures a stable wet grip, 
and it bites hard even at a 45 degree lean. That's 
e performance! Dunlop has proven tread designs for 
ot er ture all kinds of riding and racing. Get a pair on your 
cycle. You'll turn on to Dunlop too. 
inthe world. > DUNLOP 
e Buffalo, N.Y. 14240 
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BAJA/CAN-AM SPECIAL 


® Baja is the American Continent’s final 
unrestricted off-road racing frontier, an un- 
equalled mixture of challenges to rider, me- 
chanic and machine. Baja racing conditions 
are unique; preparation for the event is 
intricate, time-consuming and costly. 
Serious involvement (Baja allows no other 
kind) is so demanding that only a few mo- 
torcyclists compete in the two Baja biggies: 
the 500 and 1000. These are off-road rac- 
ing’s ultimate challenge. 

Being of unsound mind, | was taken with 
a desire to build a Baja-competitive motor- 
cycle for myself. My own bulk made the 
small-bore class unpromising, and the open 
class is loaded with semi-pro cactus 
kickers—easily half of them with the skills 
and equipment to win overall. So that left 
the 250 class, which looked perfect for a 
couple of reasons: it gets enough entries 
to offer a sizeable purse, as half of each 
$400.00 entry fee goes into prize-payouts; 
better still, the level of competition. in the 


250 class is something | could reasonably - 


and realistically hope to match. 

Once having settled on the 250 class, the 
choice of bikes quickly narrowed down to 
Can-Am. Road test experience showed that 
the 250 Can-Am may have its faults, but lack 
of competitive-edge horsepower isn’t one 
of them. Can-Am’s GP 250 makes more 
power than most 400s, and the slightly less 
savage MX-2 is only a couple of bhp down 
on the GP. The latter was chosen because 
it seemed likely that the MX-2’s fuse would 
have a léngth more in keeping with the Baja 
distances. 

Baja bike preparation basically is mostly 
along enduro/ISDT lines, but with a bit more 
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emphasis on sheer speed and with lighting 
requiring very special attention, and you 
have to cope with the need for absolute 
reliability. Lose just one bolt, fracture a 
single bracket, leave a case cover unsealed 
and you can find. yourself stopped hours 
away from any help. What you want is a 
cross-country bullet that will run and remain 
fairly healthy for a thousand miles; for 24, 
or more, dusty, jolting hours. There's no 
latitude for even small imperfections. 





Preparing a Baja race bike is a 
mechanic's forced march. A lifetime 
of experience is crammed into two 

races, with no room for error. 

By Dave Holeman 


Riding partner Bruce Bornhurst and | 
began preparation by running-in the Can- 
Am MX-2 at a local motocross track, two- 
tanks worth. This was: done to let wear 
patterns develop, give bolts a chance to 
loosen, and get a feel for what the suspen- 
sion would/wouldn't do. What we found, 
right away, was an ignition problem, and 
similar difficulties were to plague us in the 
Baja 500 race. 

Can-Am's standard ignition system is a 
Bosch CDI, and it is a unit with which we 
never did establish entirely friendly relations; 
it emerged as a foreign power on par with 
Albania for being disagreeable and mysteri- 
ous. The first ignition failure wasn't. the 
abrupt fizzle you expect from magic-box 
CDIs: the engine would start and idle, but 
refuse to pull a load without lapsing into 
a fit of coughs and spits. Changing plugs 
didn't help, so we decided to replace the 
only ignition component for which we had 
a spare: the backing plate with its charging 
and trigger coils. That was a mistake. The 
Bosch coils and magic-box are supposed 
to be used in matched sets, but we didn't 
know that at the time. Our mismatched 
System worked for 15 minutes and then it 
was more coughing from the engine. 

We were lucky in getting generous help, 
in parts and information, from Ron Lan- 
dakers Competition Service Shop in San 
Pedro, California. Landaker supplied a new 
ignition assembly, and helpful hints that sent 
us flying into action. | ordered parts, and 
Bruce collected them; both of us burned 
gallons of midnight oil working on the Can- 
Am, each checking the other's work. 

The engine became my responsibility. A 
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Tire testing went (left to right) from Trell- 
borg to Goodyear to Cheng Shin. 


BAJA 
CAN-AM 
SPECIAL 


tear-down showed that everything from the 
cylinder base gasket down was perfect: the 
crank and its bearing could have been fresh 
from the shelf; even the transmission shim- 
ming had been done to give precisely the 
right shift-dog engagement. The engine's 
lower half and the transmission were reas- 
sembled without changes, and without lurk- 
ing doubt. But there was cause for worry, 
and work, evidenced in a scuffing of the 
piston's forward face. Two vertical scored 
patterns matched the sides of the exhaust 
window, and were much like those seen on 
a piston removed from our GP 250 road 
test bike. You couldn't call it a seizure—the 
marks were more like a sign of overstressing 
due to compression ratio and spark advance 
being crowded to the limit—but it wasn't a 
promising thing to see in an engine that 
would be goin' to run all day, goin' to run 
all night. Motocross is a bunch. of short 
bursts of speed between corners; Baja is 
one long burst stretching from Ensenada 
to the finish line. 

Anyway, the piston and cylinder were 
carried to Cycle's shop, and Gordon Jen- 
nings was asked to cast an eye and offer 
an opinion. It turned out that not much 
needed to be done, so Gordon grudgingly 
volunteered to prepare the parts at hand. 
This involved smoothing a couple of casting 
flaws and very, very carefully shaping the 
chamfers around the port windows. Rough 
spots anywhere on those chamfers will 
gnaw away at the rings. Single-ring (dykes- 
pattern) motocross pistons haven't given 
any problem in the Can-Am, but we opted 
for the two-ring enduro piston as heat 
transfers faster across two rings than one, 
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Large spokes were safety-wire 
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Lights used were (left to right) stock TNT enduro; 35 watt ISDT Crash guard protected Cibie and rubber-banded 
for Baja 500; and 100 watt Cibie Super Oscar for 1000. 
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and we liked the idea of having the addi- 
tional ring as a second line of defense. 

Field testing had also revealed that long, 
flat-out runs across the desert would heat 
the Can-Am engine into detonation. Gordon 
checked the MX-2's cranking pressure, 
which was 150 psi, and recommended low- 
ering this to about 135 psi. Road racing 
experience suggested that the kind of com- 
pression ratio reflected in the lower figure 
(about 6.5:1, trapped) was all an air-cooled 
two-stroke engine would endure for long 
periods of operation at full throttle. So he 
machined material out of the combustion 
chamber pocket, cutting and checking, until 
the Can-Am engine's cranking pressure 
reading was down to 137 psi. 

A lot of work went into the Can-Am's 
suspension, which shares the usual mass- 
produced bike's disabilities in this area. We 
had found the six-inch-travel Betor fork 
too soft, and the forward-mount S&W rear 
shocks too stiff. (This last problem has been 
solved in production.) S&W springs did a lot 
to help the fork, but we wanted more travel, 
so Paul Hunt, who works in Can-Am's R&D 
center, made us a pair of damper rods 0.7- 
inch longer than stock—which is the most 
the Betors can be extended. S&W gave us 
a set of experimental shocks much like the 
air/oil units now standard on Can-Ams but 
with freon-charged bladders to provide 
clearance volume inside the damper cylin- 
ders. These shocks were fitted with 80-Ib /in. 
springs, on quarter-inch pre-load spacers. 
With those changes we had seven inches 
of fork travel, six and a half inches at the 
rear wheel, and a.bike that was handling 


pretty well. 


d and taped. Chain snail adjusters 
were slotted and stops V-cut. Tommy bar aided axle removal. 









wingnut permitting up-and-down light adjustment. 
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Three forks were tried (left to right): stock Betor, 
lengthened Betor for 500, and Marzocchi for 1000. 


Up to this point we'd been modifying stock 
parts, more or less, but we had to use a 
non-standard fuel tank to get Baja-length 
cruising range. Don Vesco supplies an im- 
pact-resistant plastic tank in a four-gallon 
capacity, and though this tank is unspeak- 
able in its appearance the shape does make 
room for your knees, etc., and we used it 
on our Baja Bullet. Vesco's tank would make 
our bike look like the Real Thing. 

Another Baja requirement is the use of 
wheels with big spokes and alloy rims, with 
plenty of rubber around them. Buchanan's 
shop replaced the standard 1.65- and 1.85- 
inch width front and rear rims with wider 
(1.85- and 2.15-inch) D.I.D. hoops. These 
were laced to the Can-Am's hubs with Bu- 
chanan's special stainless-steel spokes in 
a cross-four pattern, and duct tape was 
wrapped around inside the rim's drop-center 
to cover the spoke nipples. The tape keeps 
the spoke ends and nipples from nibbling 
at the tube, and also excludes dust and 
moisture. Buchanan's bill for this job was 
enough to stop our hearts, but the stainless 
spokes do the job: we ran both the Baja ` 
races without having to tighten a nipple. 

All of the Can-Am's nuts and bolts had 
their threads secured with Loctite. Jess 
Thomas had two compounds of military 
surplus Loctite, one with a break-loose 
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Marzocchi fork and S&W shocks delivered superb 


suspension control. Vesco tank holds four gallons. 


strength of 20-30 Ib/ft and the other with 
a 50-60 Ib/ft yield point. The high-strength 
Loctite was used on hardware that would 
be disassembled only in case of an extraor- 
dinary emergency; that is, engine compo- 
nents, swing arm, steering stem, etc. Less 
tenacious Loctite covered things that might 
have to be removed in the field, such as 
shock bolts and axle nuts. 

Torco 80-weight gear oil went into the 
transmission while Torco’s Assembly 
Lube/Chain Oil protected the chain. Since 
this thick lube won’t penetrate well when 
applied cold, the proper drill is to bathe the 
chain in a warm panful of the-red stuff. It’s 
a superb lubricant that stays on, and in, the 
rollers for over 200 racing miles if you apply 
it carefully. 

We switched the engine over to Torco 
T-2 30-weight petroleum two-stroke oil. 
Can-Am's synthetic product is satisfactory, 
but if there were an accident in Baja, we 
probably couldn't find a synthetic oil in a 
hurry. On the other hand, you can get pe- 
troleum oil quickly. To supplement the oil 
supplied by the Mikuni oil pump (locked full 
open) we blended oil into the gasoline (50:1 
mixture). We also exercised caution with the 
gasoline itself. Getting good high-octane 
gasoline, especially in Los Angeles, is near- 
impossible. We had to check with service 
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stations until we found one that had just 
received fresh gasoline. And then we 
stocked up and hoped for the best. 

The standard foam air-cleaner element 
was set aside in favor of a K&N.filter. Spare 
throttle, clutch and front brake cables were 
lubed-and then taped on next to the working 
items. The spokes were safety-wired, a step 
which prevents a broken spoke from catch- 
ing the brake mechanism or puncturing a 
tire tube. Covering the wire with tape pre- 
vents nasty finger-cuts. Montesa fork gators 
went on the Betor sliders; these- full- 
coverage rubbers would protect the seals 
from dust build-up and shield the bare 
sliders from flying stones. 

Grease was smeared liberally inside the 
air box, on the filter base, and the underside 
of the seat. The grease serves to seal pin 
holes which are not visible in the air box. 
When air rushes in through the underside 
of the seat, dust and sand stick to the grease 
instead of being drawn to the filter. 

In the ignition department we made one 
last change at the suggestion of Champion 
Spark Plug's representative, Arnold Frank. 
The slender Bosch spark-plug lead and its 
cap were tossed out, since the thin German 
wire presented the possibility of current 
bleed-off. Replacement parts consisted of 
Packard 440 wire and a Champion sparky. 

On the Baja Can-Am’s first and only field 
test, Bruce and | found little to correct. The 
engine—fantastic for a 250—would pull its 
96-mph gearing. Though it had more speed. 
than brakes, we figured that new heat-resis- 





tant linings would cure the fade. The sus- 
pension worked so much better than stock 
that we made no further changes. Ignition 
proved faultless; moreover, the engine 
started first kick every time. The bike, with 
no modifications to the seat, bars, grips, 
pegs and other items, was very comfortable 
for both of us. 

After this 50-mile shakedown ride, the 
Baja Can-Am returned to my garage for final 
detailing. Just in case we hit darkness in 
the 500-mile race, | installed a small ISDT 
light. The standard Bosch lightweight moto- 
cross flywheel came out, replaced by a 
heavier enduro-model flywheel which would 
retard the very quick throttle pick-up and 
reduce engine bogging when the rear brake 
was suddenly locked up. Finally, a complete 
extra chain, front inner tube, master links, 
three long tire irons, a %-inch ratchet and 
10-, 13-, 17- and 19-mm sockets filled the 
Yamaha tool pouch. There was even room 
for safety wire and shop towels. 

Serious competitors pre-run the Baja 500 
as a matter of course. We packed up two 
truckloads of machines and material, and 
then drove off to Ensenada for race week. 
A final two-day pre-run still left us with 
enough time to make final changes in the 
suspension and carburetion. We removed 
the spring-preload spacers from the shocks, 
and we dropped the carburetor needle one 
notch and backed the main jet one size. 

Two full-throttle plug readings were taken 
in fifth gear on a five-mile stretch of highway. 
According to Arnold Frank, the Champion 
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N59G plug read a bit hot, but the N57G 
was perfect for our jetting and ignition tim- 
ing. Five minutes later, Bruce and | pushed 
the Can-Am through technical inspection 
and into the overnight impound area. Every- 
thing seemed great; we couldn't think of 
any loose ends. 

Races always unravel loose ends. Right 
off the starting line the Can-Am engine tied 
up solid. Twenty frantic minutes passed 
before the piston broke free and bike re- 
started. Incredibly, the engine then ran on 
for the next nine hours and 400 miles. Post- 
race would later indicate a severe ignition- 
timing advance which producted pre-igni- 
tion, overheating, piston expansion—and a 


360-degree piston seizure. The lock-up 
welded the top ring into the piston, col- 
lapsed the piston skirts far beyond allowable 
limits, and knocked 50 psi out the compres- 
sion. How the stock Elko/Mahle piston sur- 
vived 400 miles without breaking up defies 
all good reason. 

A closer look at the bike made us feel 
a bit better. Every nut, bolt, fastener, spoke, 
bracket and wire was in place and still tight, 
except the center pipe-hanger. We had 
forgotten to Loctite its bolt. The sick engine, 
flogged for hundreds of miles, could be 
shaped up with a rebore and a new piston. 

One by one we examined the problem 
areas. S&W re-ran the shocks on their dy- 


BAJA 250 CAN-AM 


Stock MX-2 


Price, retail (approximate) 
Tire, front 


Baja Special 


3:00; X: 2i Me cet rere 3.50 x 21 in. 
Trellborg 


ISDT Cheng Shin 


4:00-x 18 ine eee isum 4.50 x 18 in. 


Trellborg 
Two stroke, 
rotary valve 
74 x 57.5mm 


Engine type 


Bore and stroke 
Piston displacement 


ISDT Cheng Shin 
Two stroke, 
rotary valve 

74 x 57.5mm 


Cranking pressure, Ibs./sq. in. .... 150 psi 


Carburetion 
Air filtration 





Ignition 

Bhp @ crankshaft 
Rake/trail 

Füel capacity 5. mem : 
Oil capacity 
Electrical power 


flywheel magneto 
2:91:1:(2976 0) 5696s 3.286:1 (21/69) 


Primary transmission 
Secondary transmission 
Gearbox 
Wheelbase 
Seat height 


Bing, 32mm 
Foam, oiled 





Bing, 32mm 

K&N, pleated 
gauze, oiled 
Special Bosch CDI 


flywheel alternator 


Ground clearance.......................... 7.25 in 


Curb weight, wet 





namometer, warming up the dampers to 200 
degrees; the shocks produced a perfor- 
mance graph identical to their original curve. 
But the news was grim in the front-suspen- 
sion department. One leg of the Betor fork 
had no oil whatever; the other leg was down 
to half-capacity. We traced the leakage 
problem to twisted O-rings which seat be- 
tween the bottom of the sliders and the 
damper-rod bases. When the (allenhead) 
cinch-bolts were tightened in the legs, the 
damper-rod bases pulled down flush against 
the bottom of the slider bores; unfortunately 
the base-pieces turned and twisted the O- 
rings out of their retaining grooves. Not only 
had the damping gone away with the fork 
oil, but the oil loss caused other damage. 
The bores of sliders showed lots of chatter 
marks where the stanchions rubbed against 
dry aluminum. 

Removal of the ignition backing-plate re- 
vealed another problem, and a possible 
explanation for the fluctuation in the ignition 
timing. The insulation on the 16-gauge wires 
that ran from the charging and trigger coils 
showed cracks. One insulation-crack was 
located where a coil wire wrapped around 
andagainstthe aluminum backing-plate—an 
electrical ground. The bike immediately got 
a new complete backing-plate with a 
matching magic-box. We routed the wires 
clear of the metal plate, and. generously 
applied silicon seal. The seal held the wires 
in place and insulated them from metal 
contact. Landaker gave us a tube of dielec- 


tric grease; applied to the plug-in at the ' 


magic-box, the grease prevents any con- 
ductivity through built-up dust deposits and 
also stops moisture-corrosion. 

Preparation for the Baja 1000 proceeded 
slowly through the summer months as | 
nit-picked at the Can-Am. The shift lever was 
halfed to bring it closer to the engine; this 
avoided snagging and bending the lever on 
rocks. An inner-tube band, wrapped around 
the rear brake lever, made it return more 
positively. Moving the pivot point of the 
rear-brake cable back on the foot control 
increased the force which could applied to 
the rear brake. The edges of the brake-shoe 
cams, front and rear, were reshaped with 
larger radii for additional leverage. New 
shoes and linings from Can-Am replaced 
the old ones which had been burned to a 
crisp in the Baja 500. 

Shortly before the Baja 1000, | had to 
change riding partners. Bruce Bornhurst 
couldn't fit the Baja 1000 into his work 
schedule, so the Holeman/Bornhurst proj- 
ect became the Holeman/Taylor effort. Lyle 
Taylor, an old enduro friend, was a veteran 
Baja rider; strong, smart and mechanically 
adept. Taylor confronted only a single prob- 
lem—he had never actually raced in Baja. 

Taylor necessarily spent his spare time 
pre-running his half-section, so | prepared 
the bike single-handed. There was help from 
outside sources. Can-Am's R&D department 
offered a six-speed 38.6-horsepower GP 
engine with a special electrical system for 
the 1000. Their experimental Bosch CDI had 
a 12V-100 watt (direct current) alternator. 


‘More horsepower, more gears, more igni- 


tion, more lighting power: how could | resist? 

The re-built MX-2 engine was slipped out 
(Continued on page 89) 
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Be quick. Act fast. Join 
now. We have good jobs. And 
a way for you to go after 
them, even though youre 
still in high school. It's our 
Delayed Entry Program. It 
means exactly what it says. 
A senior can sign up today, 


Ld 


and not begin training until 


after graduation. You even get 


enough time to take a great 
summer vacation if you want. 


Go Regular. If you qualify, we 
can guarantee you training in 
exciting fields like aviation 
technology, aircraft mainte- 
nance/ordnance, mechanical/ 
electrical, motor transport, 
radio communications, 

and more. 

Go Reserve. You could get 
the same kind of exciting 






training, and then return to 
hometown service one week- 
end a month and summer 
duty two weeks each year. It's 
a great part-time job with 
full-time pride. 






for a high school senior 
to join the Marines. 


Whichever way you go, 
get to us early, before the 
graduation rush. Before our 
quotas fill up. 

And remember this: It 
wont be easy. We are the 
Marines. An elite force. Our 
ranks are small, and we intend 
to stay that way. Were not 
looking for everybody. Just a 

: n 


i 


few good men with ambition, 
energy, determination. And 
brains. Men who'll make 
good Marines. 

For more information mail 
the card or call 800-423-2600, 
toll free. : 
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How would you like to be a part of 


the growing aviation industry? 


Teterboro School of Aeronautics graduates, like the men pictured above, 
completed our FAA approved training program. They're now enjoying satisfying, 


lucrative careers in aviation. 


They started it all by filling in a coupon like the one below! 
If you think your picture belongs up there with them, fill out the coupon below, 
and we'll send you complete details. But do it today. As there are only a limited 


number of spaces available. 





Some of the companies that have hired TSA graduates: TSA courses approved by: 


American Airlines IBM 
General Electric TWA 


Eastern Airlines Air France 

FAA Grumman 

Braniff Airlines Delta Airlines Boeing 

Falcon Jet EI-Al Airlines | Northwest Orient 


Allegheny Airlines 
Icelandic Airlines 
United Airlines 
Pan American 


Federal Aviation Administration 

State of New Jersey, Dept. of Education 
State of New Jersey, Bureau of Aeronautics 
Veteran's Administration 


Z-SAA\Nhere you learn by doing. 


r Yes, l'm interested in a rewarding career 
i in aircraft maintenance. Please send me 
additional information on: 


O Aviation Maintenance 

O Available Course Starting Dates 
O Student Loan and Financial Aid 
O G.I. Educational Benefits 


O Tour of Training Facilities 


pmm- 


Teterboro School of Aeronautics 

80 Moonachie Avenue E 
Teterboro Airport 

Teterboro, New Jersey 07608 
(201) 288-6300 


Name Age 


Address 
City State 


Phone 











Zip 
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More cigarette 
your cigarette, 


1. Is your cigarette as long and as lean as our cigarette 
for more pleasure, more style? 


2. Does your cigarette draw as easy as our 
cigarette for more tobacco enjoyment? 


3. Does your cigarette smoke slower 
than a 100 mm cigarette 
for more smoking time? 


4. Does your cigarette come 
in a burnished brown wrap 
so it looks as good 
as it smokes? 


5. Does your cigarette sit neat 
in your hand like it was 
made for it and fit your face 
like it found a home? 


6. Does your cigarette give you 
all this yet cost no more than 
a 100 mm cigarette (which means 
more for your money)? 
If the answer to all these questions is yes, 


your cigarette is probably More. Because there’s 
only one cigarette that’s so much more. More. 


The first 120mm cigarette. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined e 
| That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. FILTER: 21 mg. "tar", 1.5 mg. nicotine, MENTHOL: 21 mg. "tar", 1.6 mg: nicotine,. 
av. per cigarette, FIC Report SEPT. ‘75. 




















*Manufacturer’s suggested retail price; plus tax, license, transportation and dealer prepa 
charges, if any. Always wear a helmet and eye protection, keep lights on and check local laws b 
you ride. Model availability may be limited. For free brochure, write: American Honda 
Inc., Dept. CR, Box 50, Gardena, Calif. 90247: See Yellow Pages for nearest dealer. : 





Honda’s done a complete 360. 


$97 


It’s something you might not expect 
from Honda. A brand-new 360 without 
a four-figure price tag. It’s called the 
CJ-360T. And at $978* it's the lowest- 
priced 360 Honda’s ever offered. 

The first thing you ought to know is 
that our new 360 is powered by our 
famous four-stroke 356cc overhead cam 
engine. That’s the same engine that 
powers other Honda 360’s, the world’s 
most popular mid-range road bike 
models. For our new 360, engine refine- 
ments include redesigned intake and 
exhaust valve ports for better flow of 
combustion gases. Additional perfor- 
mance features include a quick- 
shifting five-speed, constant- 
mesh transmission. Plus 
redesigned forks and 
shocks for an extremely 
smooth ride. An 
economical, slightly 
wicked, miracle. 

That’s the big picture. 
But you should also 
know that Honda put 
a lot of time and atten- 
tion toward small de- 
tails, too. For example, 
there’s a convenient, 


Lockable storage compartment 
behind the seat. A safe, handy place 
for tools or light apparel. 





Complete instrumentation includes speed- 
ometer with reset tripmeter, tachometer 
and indicator lights for neutral, high beam 
and turn signal indicators. Convenient 
ignition switch in console. 





The heart of the machine. A strong 356cc overhead cam, twin- 
cylinder, four-stroke power plant with a two-into-one exhaust 
system for lightweight design and increased power. 







lockable rear storage 
| compartment for tools and 
# small gear. For tandem 

B. performances, the rear 

seat's designed with 

an upswept back for 

passenger comfort. 

We recessed the fuel 
filler cap under a 
latching door. Also note 
the rear grab bar. Two 
locking helmet holders. 
GL-1000-type shift pedal. 
In all, a bike that will 

render you permanently restless. 

See the new Honda CJ-360T at your 
Honda dealer's. We've done a complete 
360. What's more, we've done it for a 
mere $978. 


HONDA 


First. For good reason. 


Get in on Honda’s Big Bike Bonus. Save up 
to $80 on selected bikes.Through April 30! 


CIRCLE NO. 43 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 








The Titan has finally caught up with the 1970s. This perfectly nice old 
motorcycle from the 1960s gets a bigger gas tank, electronic ignition, 
front disc brake—and more horsepower. 


€ The Suzuki GT-500 Titan resembles Ni- 
agara Falls: it’s always there, it always runs, 
but you might not want to ride it every day. 
After the newness wears off, the Titan gets 
a little tiresome. Though years and miles 
may nibble the performance down, mere 
time and distance can't kill this Suzuki. It's 
more fond of running than most of us are 
of riding; and somehow, like Niagara, every- 
time you check the Titan is still there. 

Suzuki's GT-500 is an honest motorcycle; 
its virtues—and faults—are readily apparent 
to the rider. The Titan gives its rider a strong, 
run-on-forever impression. In truth, the mo- 
torcycle carries no hidden defects which will 
later terrorize the owner. At the same time, 
the Titan reveals its shortcomings on first 
encounter: noise and vibration. The bike 
masks nothing. It couples moderate perfor- 
mance with an immoderate appetite for 
gasoline; tires and suspension disqualify the 
Titan as a backroad ear-holer, but the 500 
functions well straight-up and offers 
acceptable highway comfort. The Titan 
doesn't have Suzuki's sound-deadening 
Ram Air System, which shrouds the heads 
and oylinders, and the 500 has never had 
an electric starter. But for $1295, suggested 
retail price, POE West Coast, you can't have 
everything. With the Titan you don't pay for 
what you don't get. 

Like Honda's CB-500T twin, the GT-500 
is a product engineered in the mid-1960s 
and then endlessly updated. These mid- 
displacement twin-cylinder survivors must 
now compete with more sophisticated mo- 
torcycles with more advanced technology 
and smaller-displacement engines. Even 
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inside Suzuki's own model line, only $75 
separates the 500 Titan from the GT-380—a 
RAS triple which runs smoother and quieter 
than the Titan, handles better, delivers more 
miles-per-gallon, has better tires, and fea- 
tures a six-speed gearbox. The GT-380 is 
slower than the 500 twin in a quarter-mile 
sprint, but not much. Indeed, the Titan has 
only a couple of advantages. First, the 500 
is physically larger than intermediate- 
displacement motorcycles. So the Titan 
gives the rider more space to find and 
maintain comfortable riding positions. Fur- 
thermore the 500 feels less bulky than a 
GT-380 although it only weighs a few 
pounds less. Finally, the 500's long reputa- 
tion for reliability is important, both to 
dealers who like unbreakable bikes and to 
owners who feel the same way. 

Suzuki certainly has not forgotten the 
Titan. The factory is nudging the 500 toward 
its second decade with some thoughtful 
engineering. Suzuki has avoided frivolous 
touches, such as digital read-out gear in- 
dicators, and concentrated on genuine im- 
provements, thus strengthening the Titan as 
an around-town troller and medium-range 
highway cruiser. 

The front drum brake, a long-time fixture 
on the Titan, has finally been replaced by 
a disc, similar to the unit found on the 
GT-380. With the brake has come a new 
front fork with internal springs, replacing the 
previous units which had external springs 
and "old fashioned" pleated rubber bellows. 
Like the old fork springs, the new ones are 
quite soft, and they produce a cushy freeway 
ride. However, the springs collapse a bit 

















Engine 

Speed BHP Torque 
2000 6.18 16.25 
2500 8.87 18.63 
3000 12.79 22.40 
3500 15.79 23.71 
4000 19.69 25.87 
4500 24.15 28.19 
5000 28.26 29.69 
5500 32.64 31.16 
6000 35.93 31.44 
6500 36.27 29.30 
7000 31.91 23.94 





SUZUKI GT-500 


Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front 3.25 S 19 Bridgestone 
4.00 S 18 Inoue 
(31.44 max.) 11.5 in. x 1.5 in. x 2 
(290mm x 38mm x 2) 
8.1 in. x 1.1 (205mm x 28mm) 
Scie saat Brake swept area 122.2 sq. in. (788.2 sq. cm) 
Barometer 30.05 Specific brake loading 4.77 Ibs./sq. in. 
BERT EE Engine type Two-stroke piston-port twin 
Correction Farior To Bore and stroke 70mm x 64mm 
As Tested on the (2.76 in. x 2.52 in.) 
Webco Dyno Piston displacement 492cc (30.0 cu. in.) 
Compressionratio Y 
Carburetion 2; VM32SS Mikuni 
Air filtration Oiled polyurethane foam 
Ignition Capacitor discharge, 
magnetically triggered 
Bhp @ rpm 36.27 @ 6500 rpm 
Torque @ rpm 31.44 @ 6000 rpm 
Rake/ Trail 29°/4.8 in. (12.1 cm) 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 15.5 mph (25 kmph) 
Fuel capacity .... 4.5 gal. (17 liters) 
including 0.9 gal. reserve (3.5 liters) 
Oil capacity 1.9 qt. (1800cc) 
Transmission oil capacity 1.5 qt. (1400cc) 
Battery 
Primary transmission 2.500 (65/26) 
Secondary transmission 2.200 (33/15) 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 13.75 (2) 8.60 (3) 6.37 
(4) 5.25 (5) 4.79 
Wheelbase 58 in. (147.3cm) 
Seat height 31 in. (78.7cm) 
Ground clearance 4.8 in. (12.2cm) 
Curb weight 413 Ibs. (187.3 kg) 
Test weight 583 Ibs. (264.4 kg) 
Instruments Speedometer, tachometer 
Standing start '4-mile 14.28 @ 91.37 mph 
Average fuel consumption 
Speedometer error... Indicated 30 mph, actual 28.84 
Indicated 60 mph, actual 57.61 
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after 500 miles, and this sagging effectively 
cuts the front suspension compression 
travel to 1.8 inches. So long as the road 
surface doesn’t get too rough or the speeds 
too high, the Titan continues to eat bumps 
nicely. It’s fine on freeways, but 65-mph 
shots down bumpy secondary roads overtax 
the front suspension. 

Considering the Titan’s gas consumption 
Suzuki thoughtfully increased the bike’s 
range by fitting 4.5-gallon gas tank. It has 
a 0.8-gallon advantage over the old vessel. 
Riders can’t miss the new saddle either. The 
re-engineered seat is wider, softer and 
longer. The rider gets a more comfortable 
perch than before, and the new saddle 
seems to damp out the vibration arising from 
the engine bay better than its predecessor. 
There’s ample room for a passenger, but 
the vibration through the passenger pegs 
and rear portion of the saddle will likely 
discourage long-mileage togetherness. 

Suzuki has made other modifications 
which add to the Titan’s strongest suit— 
basic reliability. The breaker-point ignition 
belongs to the past; the Titan uses Suzuki’s 
PEI (Pointless Electronic Ignition) system. 
Essentially, the spark plugs are triggered by 
two small magnets set at 180-degree inter- 
vals in an ignition rotor. The stator plate car- 
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ries an energizer coil, which charges the ca- 
pacitors, andatrigger coil. Whenthemagnets 
sweep past the trigger coil, the resulting 
electrical impulses open thyristor gates 
which in turn discharge the capacitors 
through conventional ignition coils that 
cause the plugs to spark. Since the elec- 
tronic ignition, unlike Kawasaki's inverter 
(DC-AC-DC) system, is self-energizing, the 
plugs will spark even with a dead battery. 
Suzuki considers the PEI so reliable—and 
ignorable—that the owner’s manual gives no 
information whatever about the system. 
There’s nothing for an owner to know, save 
one thing: in case there are no sparks with 
good plugs and solid connections, see your 
Suzuki dealer. In truth, a PEI is about as 
likely to fail as the CCI injector pump is to 
break in half. 

Detailed changes have been made else- 
where to the 1976 Titan. A new front fender 
graces the new fork. Suzuki also upgraded 
the instrumentation, moved the ignition key 
between the speedometer and tachometer, 
enlarged the directional signals, locked the 
headlight switch on, pulled the chrome cov- 
ers off the rear shocks, and replaced the 
paper-element air cleaners with a dual- 
element oil-foam filters. 

Beneath its new trappings, the time- 





The Titan wears a new 
front end: revised fork 
with internal springs, a 
new fender, and, at last, 
a disc brake. 


Soft springs on the rear dampers gives a pleasant freeway ride. The Inoue 
rear tire is fine for straight-up riding, but marginal for 


rious corner-hooking. 





honored Suzuki 500 twin lives on. You un- 
derstand that immediately when you kick- 
start the bike on a chilly morning: ignition 
on; choke on; clutch lever out and neutral 
light on (remember, there's no primary kick- 
start). In the middle of the second or third 
kick, the engine lights off, sounding like an 
armada of supercharged bumblebees 
trapped in an empty paint can. A blue ex- 
haust haze will surround the aft-end of the 
motorcycle. Riders sensitive to noise and 
fog will click off the choke and be gone, 
though the smoke screen will trail the Titan 
until all the excess oil has been evacuated 
from the cylinders. 

No one will miss the Titan's ever-present 
engine vibration that's tolerable at some 
engine speeds and unacceptable at others. 
The rubber-socketed handlebar helps to 
insulate the rider's hands from the pure, 
uncut vibration reaching the upper triple 
clamp. But the flexi-mount handlebar also 
gives the unaccustomed rider a sense of 
insecurity. Time and mileage diminishes the 
impact of this quirk, and the rider soon 
re-establishes his confidence. 

The vibration demands further rider ad- 
aptation. The internal combustion palsies 
can attack the rider through the seat and 
pegs, though the footrests and their frenzied 


55 











New, wider tank and saddle increase Titan's 
cruising range and its comfort index as well. 


dance present the most serious problem. 
The rider must /earn. He learns to wear 
shoes with thick cushioned soles. He learns 
to move his feet back to the passenger pegs 
from time to time. He learns to keep the 
engine running under 4000 rpm and pulling 
against the tallest possible gear in any given 
situation. This strategy holds the vibration 
down but lops off the second half of the 
engine's rpm-range. If you choose your 
footwear wisely, there's nothing especially 
uncomfortable about the motorcycle work- 
ing in the (indicated) 55-65 mph band. The 
engine is on its best behavior just under 
4000 rpm where the pegs stabilize (the best 
they can), the bars get calm and the saddle 
filters out the shakes. 

As the miles stacked up, the Suzuki grad- 
ually became smoother over a wider range 
of engine speeds. But no amount of 
"break-in"—and no degree of rider adapt- 
ability—will ever make the big twin as placid 
as a multi-cylinder two-stroke. Although it's 
possible to be impressed with the on-the- 
road smoothness which Suzuki has engi- 
neered into the Titan at certain speeds, one 
brief excursion into the upper reaches of 
the rpm-range will confirm that in its heart 
and soul, the Titan is a shaker. 

Beyond vibration, the Suzuki 500 discour- 
ages excess in other ways. At legal highway 
speeds in top cog, the Titan's induction 
moan and engine noise barely exceed a 
throaty whisper. But if you want to execute 
a quick pass and resort to third, all that 
fifth-gear serenity dissolves, and the engine 
bay sounds like there's a riverboat tub-band 
playing down there. It's just a lot more 
pleasant to forsake the downshifts to third 
and forget blazing passing maneuvers. 
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When it comes to dashing down some 
winding road in a great rush, you'll find the 
Titan an unwilling co-conspirator. The rear 
dampers are that in name only; there's not 
much damping available after the first 500 
miles. Bumpy corners beget some surging 
on the suspension, and the dampers do little 
or nothing to prevent it. But there's some- 
thing to be said in defense of the Titan's 
shock absorbers. They do have soft springs, 
andon the freeway they allow the rear wheel 
to respond to surface irregularities. Many 
Japanese motorcycles with stiff springs and 
little damping both jolt the rider on the 
freeways and work poorly in bumpy corners 
on back roads. The Suzuki is at least effec- 
tive straight-up on the freeway at 55 mph. 

The Titan’s tires are in the same league 
with the shock absorbers. The standard rear 
tire has less dry-road grip than the current 
average of Japanese tires; the rear-tire tread 
pattern itself would suggest tame ap- 
proaches to corners. Moreover, Suzuki has 
not blessed the Titan with generous ground 
clearance, but considering the rear tire limi- 
tation, the Titan has all the ground clearance 
any prudent rider will use. 

Just how much heavy-duty braking the 
front tire might stand before losing traction 
remains a moot point. The pads on the front 
brake wore in very slowly on our test bike, 
thus limiting the effective swept area of the 
disc. Consequently our test Titan demanded 
more pressure at the hand lever than similar 
disc brake systems on other Suzuki models. 

If nothing else, the Titan will finally protest 
vigorous riding by delivering poor gas mile- 
age. Hard riding will send the mileage 
crashing down to the low thirties. That's an 
expensive habit, even though the Suzuki 
would probably run on a blend of kerosene 
and carrot juice. 

The Suzuki Titan is a very real motorcycle 
in the sense that it won't let you escape 
reality. It denies all sporting pretentions. So 
sensible and straightforward, the Titan 





The electronic-ignition Titan produces 36 horsepower, and that's up three-plus on the last Titan Cycle tested. 
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wouldn't—and couldn't—fake a single 
sporting move. And Suzuki does not parade 
the Titan as some vest-pocket superbike. 
Far from it. 

Suzuki knows, and Titan buyers know, the 
motorcycle is very competent at common- 
place tasks. You want a motorcycle that will 
always run? You say vandals pulled the 
headlight out by its wires last night and 
nabbed the battery as well? No problem, 
the Suzuki will still start. You say you want 
to use your motorcycle, and you don't want 
to know about it, and for sure you don't 
want to need to know about it. To you, does 
servicing mean lubing the chain every 250 
miles, and biannually recruiting the neigh- 
borhood's thirteen-year-old donut-eyed mo- 
tocrosser for a chain adjustment? Titan is 
the word. 

Let's say you're honest. You know your 
turf: suburban streets, short-stretch high- 
ways, and occasional interstate routes. On 
your venues the Suzuki 500 serves well. The 
clutch never gets grabby or snatchy; neutral 
pops up dependably between first and sec- 


. ond; and the engine never expires at an 


intersection with a cough and snivel. A 
God-fearing, standard-sized American can 
wear a Titan with comfort thanks to its 
righteously soft and wide saddle. 

The real test, you say, comes out on the 
highway. At legal speeds on good roads, 
the Titan's suspension does quite well, thank 
you. You can ride quite a piece behind that 
4.5-gallon tank. Steady throttlework yields 
36.5 mpg, and while that won't win any 
economy runs, the Titan saves its owner 
in other ways. Everytime you wince at the 
mileage, just recall the $250 you saved by 
buying the GT-500 rather than a Honda 
CB-500T. The GT-500 keeps on saving. You 
say you can't quite remember what your 
Suzuki dealer's face looks like, and regret 
now that you bought an extra set of plugs? 
Because you've never used them—and 
don't know when you ever will? © 
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THE TOUGHEST 
PROVING GROUND ON EARTH. 


Since the beginning of time, men have tested them- 
selves against the sea. 

At sea, there are no free rides. Every mile you 
travelis paid for in skill, courage, grit and ingenuity. 
"There are no excuses or second bests. The sea asks the 
limit of your ability and accepts nothing less. 

This is why the Navy is more than just a job. No 
matter what you do, you're being challenged every day. 
You're being asked to give that little bit extra. Not 
everyone can meet this kind of challenge. But maybe 
you'll surprise yourself. 

Proving yourself is worth some effort. 

The Navy has training in more than sixty different 
career fields — training you can use for the rest of your life. 
You'll have an opportunity to see the world, make new 
friends, continue your education, and learn to be a leader. 
Speak to your Navy Recruiter. He can tell you more 
— including what training you qualify for. Or call toll free 
800-841-8000, anytime. (In Georgia, 800-342-5855.) 


Capt. H. C. Atwood, Jr., U. S. Navy Q217 
NAVY OPPORTUNITY INFORMATION CENTER 
P. O. Box 2000, Pelham Manor, N. Y. 10803 


O Send me your free booklet. (G) O Call me. (G) 


NAME 
(Please Print) 


ADDRESS. 
CITY. 


BIRTH DATE 
Last Grade Completed 


PHONE 
(Area Code) 
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PENNZ-GUARD 
everything 
in the garage 
against rust 
and corrosion. 


PENNZ-GUARD in the jet spray 
can helps dry a car's wet 
distributor, ignition wires, 
spark plugs... lubricates its 
hinges, locks and penetrates 
frozen lug nuts. For tools, 
lawnmowers, wheelbarrows, 
trimmers...any of t001 things you 
want to lubricate or protect from 
rust and moisture, just call out the 
guard—PENNZ-GUARD! 

At auto, hardware, chain and 
discount stores. 

A Pennzoil Product. 


GUMOUT, Cleveland. Ohio 44104 
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9 The best-known name in enduro instru- 
mentation is VDO. When the rear-wheel- 
driven Smiths Chronometric speedometers 
were phased out in the late-Sixties, VDO's 
German-made instruments became the en- 
duro rider's standard. Improvements in so- 
phistication, dependability and accuracy by 
the Japanese OEM speedometer manufac- 
turers in recent years have, however, cut 
into VDO's once-exclusive market. Presently 
most enduro and street/trail machines, re- 
gardless of origin, are factory-equipped with 
speedometers which have odometers that 
reset forward and backward in tenth-mile 
increments. 

The most recent product up-date in VDO's 
line of rally/enduro instruments is their En- 
duro Racer. It appears to be a conventional 
enduro-type speedometer, but lacks the 
traditional speed-counter. VDO has removed 
that mechanism and replaced it with a sys- 
tem that indicates elapsed time. The 
numbers on the bezel, one through sixty, 
indicate minutes rather than miles per hour. 
The needle is geared directly to the odo- 
meter drive instead of being rotated by 
spring and/or magnetic tension, like a 
speedometer pointer. 

The needle's movement (rotation) is cali- 
brated to move the pointer one mark, or 
one minute, for each four-tenths of a mile 


that the odometer registers. This is equiva- 
lent to a 24-mph speed average—the most 
common rate used in enduros. To maintain 
a24-mph average a rider must travel 0.4-mile 
each one minute, 2.0 miles each five min- 
utes, 12.0 miles each thirty minutes, etc. 
Incorporation of the correlating time 
function of the Enduro Racer aids an enduro 
rider in two ways. First, with the speed- 
monitoring capability ofthe needle removed, 
the rider is not confused by trying to es- 
timate his riding average from miles per hour 
readings. (Accomplished time-keepers 
usually remove the needle from their speed- 
ometers anyway.) And second, the prime 
benefit of having the needle indicate time 
is to simplify the correlation of distance 
traveled with minutes passed. Theoretically 
a rider could run an enduro with nothing 
but a watch and the Enduro Racer speed- 
ometer. If the speed average of the event 
were 24 mph, a rider would not need a route 
chart holder, speed/time calculator or any 
other elaborate (and expensive) equipment. 
In order to stay on time in a 24-mph 
section, the rider need only match the 
number of minutes (marks) indicated by the 
Enduro Racer needle with the minutes 
passed by his watch. Each time four-tenths 
of a mile rolls over on the odometer the 
(Continued on page 100) 


, VDO ENDURO RACER 


A better mousetrap for enduro riders that 
reads out both elapsed time and mileage. 
By Dave Holeman 
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Numbers and hash-marks on the bezel indicate minutes not speed. 
With each 0.4 mile registered on the odometer the needle moves one mark (minute). 
At 2.0 miles E.T. is five. minutes; 12.0 is 30 minutes. 





From the land of exotic.car$, comes - 


the world's most exotic motorcycle. 
Only a limited number of Benelli Sei's 
will be built this year. . . . Slowly and 
carefully. With the same precision, care 
and quality that is the trade mark of the 


world's most famous car makers. 


Ferrari, Maserati, Lamborghini. . . . 


The Benelli Sei is all of these to 
motorcycling. Ultra smoothness and 
responsiveness, fromthe world's only 


six cylinder motorcycle powerplant . . . 
blinding acceleration and 130 M.P.H. 





top speed through a high power to weight 


ratio . . . precise, predictable handling from 
years of road racing experience . . . and 
outstanding good looks that only the 
Italian masters can create. 

If you're a person who finds joy in 
riding a motorcycle of unmatched 
craftmanship, who recognizes that riding 
can be more than just a means of getting 
from place to place, then you'll appreciate 
the prestige and pride achieved only 


through owning a Benelli Sei. 


Bene aaa 
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Selective dealer franchises now being granted. 








HAT A TRIP I’ve 
been bellhoppin’ part-time 
about a year now, and I 
never saw a guest roll up on 
a motorcycle before. It blew 
me out because he was ridin’ 
what I've been wantin’ to 
buy —a new KZ900. And, 
man, that bike really looked 
classy, like it belonged right 
out in front. 

Anyway, I got to the curb 
aboutten steps ahead of the 
other guys and said, "Wel- 
come, let me take your 
things and how do ya like 
your bike?" 

"Unreal; he said. And all 
the way up to his room I 
asked him everything I 
could think of. Is the 
KZ900 the same as a Z-1? 
(Yes and better) What's it 
got new on it? (Some nifty 
touches, like audible turn sig- 
nals, safety flashers, cushier 
seat.) What's the engine 
like? (You can't do better 
than the Z's 903cc DOHC 
Four.) Where's he been? 
(Touring half way across the 
country.) 

What was the best time 
he'shadsofar? (On the bike, 
having no place to go and 
lots of time to get there; off 
the bike, in Santa Cruz with 
a very together lady named 
Linda.) 

And after we talked 
about performance -I 
mean the bike's—I fig- 
ured I'd better split. And 
goin' down the elevator, I 
decided when I buy a 
KZ900, somebody's gonna 
carry my things into a place 
like this, and he’s gettin’ two 
bucks like I did. I mean, 


that’s class. 


Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 


Goodtimes include riding safely. We recommend 
wearing a helmet and eye protection, keeping 
lights on and checking local laws before you ride. 
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The Japanese have never made real enduro machines. Now 
there is Honda’s MR250—in most every respect a pure enduro 
mount. Given decent suspension it would be brilliant. 


® The first machine from Japan to qualify 
as an authentic enduro was Honda’s MR 
175. It was enduro-oriented with light 
weight components, a speedometer with 
a reset odometer, big gas tank, knobby 
tires, ISDT-type lighting and pre-mix fuel- 
ing. Its shortcomings were insufficient 
horsepower, mediocre suspension and 
one-too-few gears. While not perfect the 
MR 175 was a tremendous success; it 
looked good and functioned honorably. 
Honda's MR 250 is a better “real” en- 
duro bike than its smaller cousin. The MR 
concept, as executed, is identical to the 
European enduro/ISDT design. Techni- 
cally there are few significant differences 
between the MR 250 Honda and the Pen- 
ton/KTM, Bultaco Frontera, Maico Quali- 
fier, V75 Montesa, Ossa Pioneer, or Ro- 
kon RT. However, the near-identical con- 
cepts of the MRs and European enduros 
have come about for different reasons. 
The European concerns build enduro/ 
ISDT bikes as competition machines. Ac- 
coutrements such as batteries, horns, 
sealed beam headlights, turn signals, 


steel fenders and instrument clusters are 
undesirable on enduro competition bikes. 
Heavy and complicated street-legal com- 
ponents hinder good off-road handling 
and performance, and they seldom sur- 
vive the rigors of off-road punishment 
without failing or causing another part to 
break. Items such as protruding turn sig- 
nal lights, battery acid, high-mount rear 
tail lights, etc. are detrimental to any 
competition rider’s composure. 

Honda’s MR-series bikes are identical 
to the European enduro/ISDT machines 
—but not because they were conceived 
as racing machines. The MR 250 was 
designed just for the U.S. off-road 
market as a playbike, nota racer. Difficul- 
ties encountered in presenting licensable 
off-road bikes as good dirt machines led 
Honda to see the benefits of the European 
enduro design. The MR concept was the 
only method by which Honda could pro- 
duce and sell competitive dirt bikes in 
America—and Honda is hardly willing to 
kiss off its share and influence in the 
off-road motorcycle field. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DAVE HOLEMAN 
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Engine 
Speed BHP 
2000 2.35/2.28* 
2500 4.28/4.12 
5.27/5.16 
6.69/6.87 
8.48/8.70 
9.66/9.62 
11.42/12.09 
14.68/15.58 
18.68/20.09 
21.13/22.13 
21.86/22.18 
21.06/21.33 
21.17/20.30 
19.57/18.18 
16.33/16.66 
*Without Spark Arrester 
| 


| 
Honda MR250 
Test Conditions: 
Barometer 29.87 
Temperature 
65°F Wet 77°F Dry 
Correction Factor 1.044 
Date of Test: 10/22/75 
As Tested on 
the Webco Dyno 


Torque 
6.20/6.01* 


9.00/8.67 '| 


9.23/9.05 
10.05/10.33 
11.14/11.43 
11.28/11.23 
12.00/12.70 
14.03/14.88 
16.35/17.59 
17.07/17.88 
16.40/16.64 
14.75/14.93 
13.89/13.33 
12.08/11.23 

9.53/9.71 
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HONDA MR 250 
Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front Bridgestone MX 3.00 x 21 
...Bridgestone MX 4.00 x 18 
Brake, front 6.3 x 1 in. (160 x 25.4mm) 
[Gal ueteri ee esce 5.5 x 1 in. (137.5 x 25.4mm) 
Brake swept area 37.1 sq. in. (238 sq. cm) 
Specific brake loading 11.56 Ibs./sq. in. 
Engine type Piston port, two-stroke, single 
Bore and stroke 2.76 x 2.54 in. (70 x 64.4mm) 
Piston displacement 15.1 cu. in. (248cc) 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion... 
Air filtration 
Ignition 
Bhp @ rpm 21.86 @ 7,000 (actual) 
Torque @ rpm 17.07 @ 6,500 (actual) 
Rake/Trail 32?/5.8 in. (147mm) 
Mph/31000'rpm; top gear... a amet 8.8 mph 
Fuel capacity 3.4 gal. (13 liters) 
Transmission oil capacity 1.1 qt. (1.0 liter) 
Electrical power Flywheel AC generator 
Primary transmission Helical gears, 3.3:1 
Secondary transmission x % chain, 3.4:1 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 29.84 (2) 21.08 (3) 14.73 
(4) 10.94 (5) 8.46 
56.5 in. (143.5cm) 
34.6 in. (88cm) 
9.4 in. (24cm) 
269 Ib. (122 kg.) 
429 Ib. (195 kg.) 
Speedometer w/reset-in-tenths 
odometer 
28-35 mpg. 


Wheelbase 

Seat height 
Ground clearance 
Curb weight 

Test weight 
Instruments 


Average fuel consumption 
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The MR 250 functions exceptionally 
well as a dirt bike because of design 
simplicity, a decent chassis, light weight 
and, most of all, superb engine perfor- 
mance. Just like the best of the European 
ISDT-type bikes, the Honda MR 250 is 
supplied only with those components re- 
quired by enduro and trail riders— 
headlight, taillight, spark arrester, big gas 
tank, knobby tires and speedometer. 

The MR 250’s heritage comes from the 
Elsinore CR motocross and MT street/ 
trail machines. Actually, little of the MT 
series bikes is found in the MR 250 other 
than the external flywheel magneto igni- 
tion and charging system. The engine is 
the same as the CR 250 M-2 Elsinore with 
a different gearbox, port timing and, of 
course, a heavier flywheel. Chassis ge- 
ometry, fork, shocks, exhaust design and 
carburetor are interchangeable with the 
Elsinore motocrosser. 

The engine has been specially tuned 
to deliver acceptable peak power and a 
wide torque spread for enduro usage. The 
exhaust port windows are the same size 
as the CR M-2, but the upper horizontal 
ear-slots are 2.0mm narrower in the MR 
250. Exhaust port height has been 
dropped by 2.4mm to shorten the effective 
port timing and thus broaden torque 
range. The transfer ports are of the same 
size and in the same location as the mo- 
tocrosser’s. Intake timing has been 
changed slightly in the MR, with the inlet 
window and rear boost-slot raised 1.3mm. 

High engine speed performance is en- 
hanced by the Elsinore’s big 34mm Keihin 
carburetor. (The MT 250 comes with a 
28mm mixer.) The exhaust system is 
identical in configuration to the CR 250 
M-2’s, and uses the same bolt-on spark 
arrestor as the M-1. The expansion 
chamber is, naturally, baffled internally for 
exhaust noise silencing. 

Honda opted to install an all-new gear- 
box in the MR rather than using either 
the close ratio CR or MT trail transmis- 
sions. First cog is way down in the base- 
ment for very slow sections where high 
engine speeds are beneficial; it is lower 
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The ISDT-type light is bright and always works. 
Reset-in-tenths odometer integral in speedo. 


P PN 
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Big 34mm carburetor is from the motocrosser. 
Engine cases need more protection from rocks. 





Quick-turn throttle is a welcome improvement. Kill 


Fabrication and finish are superb. High-pipe, gearing and engine performance perfect for enduros. Switch should be a push-button-type. 


APRIL 1976 
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In desert terrain steering is 
improved with a bigger 3.50 
X 21 inch front tire. 
Standard gearing and 
superb engine performance 
are ideally mated for enduro 
or fast trail riding needs. 





Showa shocks have correct spring rate but no re- 
bound control. Tool box is conveniently located. 


than the MT’s first gear ratio. There is 
a moderate jump to second, and the 
spans to third and fourth are equally 
spaced. Fifth gear is largely separated 
from fourth and is used only as a high- 
speed overdrive. 

Primary drive components are a mixture 
of CR and MT parts. Power is transmitted 
through helical-cut gears to eliminate the 
gear whine inherent with straight-cut 
teeth. The outer clutch housing is from 


the MT-series while the friction and pres- ` 


sure plates come from the CRs. Primary 
ratio for all three engines is 3.3:1. 

The frame, swing arm and suspension 
units are closely related to those on the 
M-1 and newest (red framed) M-2 mo- 
tocrossers. Frame geometry has been 
changed on the Elsinore and MR 250, 
giving the machines new fork angle, trail, 
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engine and gravity center figures. Fork 
rake is out to 32° from the 31° spec of 
the older Elsinores; this was accom- 
plished by shortening the backbone to 
pull back the top of the steering head. 
Redesigned fork stanchion triple clamps 
locate the fork 5mm farther forward of the 
steering axis. The result of both changes 
is two-tenths of an inch more trail than 
the MT 250 has. 

To lower the center of gravity and 
create more space for the up-and-over 
exhaust system the engine mounts have 
been relocated 12mm lower. Additionally, 
to correct the off-set of the old Elsinore 
engines, the new mounts place the pow- 
erplant 10mm to the left. The swing arm 
is shortened on the new chassis by 10mm 
to place more weight bias on the front 
end and increase rear wheel tractability. 

The fork and shocks appear identical 
to those on the old Elsinores, but both 
have been modified in damper hydraulics 
and spring rates. The damper systems 
have more compression and rebound 
damping restriction, and the MR 250’s 
spring rate is higher at 30 ppi. 

Special design features on the MR 250 
for enduro uSage separate it substantially 
from the MT 250 trail machine. The big, 
well-designed gas tank holds an honest 
3.4 gallons of pre-mix gas and oil; both 
front and rear fenders are light, pliable 
ABS-type plastic; the ISDT-type headlight 
is equipped with a lens brush guard, and 
the tail lamp is rubber-mounted for vibra- 
tion insulation; the easy-to-read speed- 
ometer is fitted with a reset-in-tenths 
odometer and light; ribs on the rubber 
handgrips improve glove adhesion; the 
tool. kit is conveniently located outward 
on the rear of the frame; and knobby tires 
with bead locks and shoulderless D.I.D. 
alloy rims complete the MR 250’s enduro 
character. 


No ignition key is included on the MR, 
only an on-off kill switch. With the ignition 
on, gas on and choke (a Mikuni starter 
jet lever-type) on, one or two careful kicks 
will start the engine. But the kick crank 
mechanism is badly (and unsafely) de- 
signed. When driving down on the crank, 
it over-ratchets at the bottom of the 
stroke. The slick, chrome arm then slips 
out from under your foot and comes up 
the front, side or back of your shin. If you 
aren't wearing high-top boots, the results 
will bring tears to your eyes. 

One of the most pleasant aspects of 
the MR 250 is its exceptionally low level 
of exhaust and engine noise. Once warm, 
the engine will idle smoothly without any 
loading-up tendencies. Engine perfor- 
mance is the high-point of the MR 250. 
It is the first real two-speed enduro-type 
engine from any of the Japanese manu- 
facturers. It has clean, responsive low- 
engine-speed lugging power and, when 
held to the lock, accelerates with abrupt 
and pleasing authority. 

On the Webco dynomometer the MR 
250 engine produced 21.86 bhp at 6500 
and maximum torque of 17.07 pounds feet 
at 7000. The Montesa V75 Enduro has 
the most pleasant and tractable engine 
of any 250cc enduro tested by Cycle. The 
power curves of the MR 250 and V75 are 
remarkably similar, with the Montesa pro- 
ducing one more horsepower and 1.6 
foot-pounds less torque. The power 
spread of the two is also similar, with the 
Honda pulling the dyno up to 9000 rpm— 
500 rpm higher than the V75. 

In the field, the MR 250 engine/gearbox 
match resembles that of the V75. Broad 
transmission ratios and rangy power out- 
put enable the Honda to deal with almost 
any terrain obstacle at either plonking or 
wide-open speeds. For anyone but the 
cross country racer, the MR 250's two- 
speed power range and versatile gear 
ratios will leave no rider requiring more. 
Tough rock sections or deep bogs can 
be taken at comfortable, grunting speeds 
without any engine reluctance, and the 
additional rotating inertia of the heavier 
flywheel and mild porting permit the en- 
gine to grind through and over any sec- 
tion where the rear tire can get traction. 

The improved chassis and suspension 
units may be beneficial on the motocross 
track, but they have not made the MR 
250 an ideal enduro bike. The re-worked, 
aluminum-bodied shock dampers have all 
the components to enable them to deliver 
good off-road performance. But Showa 
hasn't come close with the shocks on the 
MR. They perform consistently from the 
time they're new—horribly. They lack 
damping control when hot or cold, and 
let the back end bounce like a trampoline 
virtuoso. New, after-market shock damp- 
ers are a must before the MR 250 is to 
be ridden hard or raced. 

The fork does have better rebound 
springing than the old Elsinores. How- 
ever, it suffers the same fate as the 
shocks—poor damping control. Addition- 
ally, when filled with the recommended . 
amount of ATF (155cc), they work 

(Continued on page 70) 
CYCLE 





Why only one fairing on the market 
does everything a fairing should. 


As stated in my first feature, the 
two basic purposes of a touring 
fairing are rider comfort and 
weather protection. And the 
Windjammer III fulfills these best. 

But with so many imitators on 
themarket, how can you be sure? 

You have to ask yourself 
several questions about the 
fairing you are considering, the 
company that makes it, how it is 
made, what features it has. Let's 
start from the beginning and 
explain why the Windjammer Ill 
has literally no real competition. 
Design 
| started with an understanding 
of the theories of aerodynamics, 
wind resistance, directional 
stability... all as they relate to 
comfort and weather protection 
on a motorcycle. 

The Windjammer stunning 
looks merely stem from the fact 
that it performs its function 

perfectly. 
For 1976, these good looks 


- . now include a striking new silver 


-.— finish in addition to black and 
oar WhO Sosa e e 
Testing 
I've personally spent some 
30,000 hours perfecting these 
fairings. 





I do my own testing—including 
riding in near zero temperatures. 
A rush of cold air instantly tells 
me where any problems are. 

And the way we build every 
fairing makes our meticulous 
designing and testing pay off 
for you. 


Materials 

In materials, some 
manufacturers base their 
selection solely on cost. We use 
one simple criterion: 

Is it the best? If so, thats it. 

Which explains why the 
Windjammer has always been 
expensive. 

We use tough, durable ABS, 
for instance, a remarkable 
plastic alloy. Costly... but 
nothing less meets Our 
standards. 


Construction 
Inner and outer shells are 
bonded into a one-piece 
monocoque structure, which is 
coated with a special urethane 
paint that flexes with the fairing. 
The result is a diamond-like 
finish that won't crack or flake. 
Heavy chrome vinyl edging 
highlights the mirror-like finish, 
to prevent nicks and scuffs. 
Why does no one else use 
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this technique? They simply 
don't know how. 


Important things you may 


never even think about 


We make 39 different mounting 
brackets, each individually 
engineered, fo allow the 
Windjammer III to fit virtually any 
street machine. We also 
continually refit current models 
to make sure you don't have to 
do any modification work 
because of running changes 
you may not have known about. 
| want to know before you do. 

Our extra thought and care 
are evident in even the smallest 
details. 

Like windshield mounting bolts 
of nylon, so they'll never rust. 
And screws with Phillips heads, 
to prevent the slip of a screw- 
driver from maring your fairing's 
finish. 

Even our 32-page instruction 
booklet is painstakingly 
thorough. 

In short, we make a big thing 
out of every little thing... the 
only way to make the best 
there is. 


Craftsmanship and 


Quality control 


In a mass-production world, our 
careful, deliberate methods 
certainly are unusual. But Our > 
standards make thet fy? tw 


“age 
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absolutely necessary. 

Every Windjammer Ill is 
thoroughly inspected at each 
stage of assembly. 

Each fairing also carries its 
own permanent record, keyed 
to its serial number. The record, 
filled out by each inspector, is 
kept on file; so if you ever need 
help, you get it quickly, 
accurately. 

We also have the largest 
dealer network in the business. 
Remember that, if you need a 
part on a trip far from home. 

All this gives you a good idea 
of what to look for in a fairing 
and why the Windjammer is the 
world’s most popular. 

To top it off, no other fairing 
can match the Windjammer Ill’s 
options and accessories...to 
make your machine even more 
unique. 

That's the topic of our next 


feature. 
Vetter 


The first to do it right. 
Vetter Fairing Company 
Rantoul, Illinois 61866 
(217) 893-9300 















® |n concept Honda's MR 250 is the best 
expression of the Japanese-made en- 
duro bike since Yamaha’s first DT-1—the 
machine that triggered motorcycling's 
off-road explosion. Concept is one thing; 
execution is quite another. Like all Honda 
production dirt machines, the MR 250 
comes equipped with a fork and shocks 
which need substantial development. 
The MR 250 shows little advancement 
in suspension over its pioneering cousin, 
the 1967 DT-1. 

Almost 1000 miles on the MR 250 
convinced us that better suspension 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER 


Damping restriction at full fork extension elimi- 
nates need for topping spring with S&W damper. 


units would make the machine a great 
all-purpose dirt bike. S&W Engineering's 
involvement with Honda's racing effort 
(see October, 1975 Cycle) made S&W 
components a natural choice, and the 
company's racing experience shows up 
in their production accessory suspension 
units. S&W's shocks and fork conversion 
kits for the CR 250 Elsinores are track- 
proven items which will bolt right on the 
MR 250. Any mechanic can install the 
S&W components inside an hour. 

The inability of the stock Showa 
shocks to control rear wheel hop is the 
MR 250's most serious deficiency. The 
stock shocks, which have no damping 
control, let the rear end bounce, wiggle 
and gyrate. And poor tire traction under 
both acceleration and braking can be 
traced to the Showa shocks. Installation 


Saw 
for the MR250 


Good suspension makes 


the MR250 a real enduro 
bike—Japan's best. 


Without topping springs, S&W damper rods allow for 
one-inch more fork extension and travel. 


CR/MR250 S&W SUSPENSION 
Shocks 
S&W with freon cell, 14%” long, alumi- 
num body, rebuildable . . . $112 per pair. 


90 Ib. spring, #S1390-10... $16.40 pair. 


S&W with freon cell, 1474" long, steel 
body, permanently sealed, #L525-9... 
$70 per pair. 

90 Ib. spring, # 81290-10 ... $16.40 pair. 


Fork 
18-26 Ib. spring, # SP250-H ... $14.95 
per pair. 
Damper kit CR/MR250 . . . $59.50 pair. 


the front fork should be modified to 
improve compression and rebound con- 
trol. The spring rate and damping action 
of the stock fork has been matched to 
the Showa shocks. S&W's CR 250 fork 
kit, designed to mate with their shocks, 
has new spring and damper assemblies 
that fit directly in the MR 250. The S&W 
spring is a progressively-wound, 18-to-26 
pound-per-inch wire. The damper rod kit 
uses hydraulic restriction to prevent top- 
ping rather than a spring, and this feature 
gives the fork one inch of additional 
travel. The extra travel allows the fork 


Standard MR250 fork has dual fork springs. S&W 
uses progressive winding and superior wire. 


tubes to carry more damping fluid, rais- 
ing each leg's capacity to 200cc (about 
seven ounces). 

The improvement in the front suspen- 
sion was not as dramatic as the rear, 
but the benefits were obvious. The 
pumping-up (internal pressurization) 
problem was eliminated; the ride soft- 
ened; rebound damping control became 
consistent; and the front wheel followed 
surfaces better. The front tire would roll 
over the undulations rather than jump 
or hop, and the shock impulses transmit- 
ted to the rider's arms moderated con- 
siderably. 

For desert-type terrain we removed the 
stock 3.00 X 21 tire and installed a larger 
3.50 Cheng Shin knobby up front. In the 
soft sand the stock tire would knife into 
the terrain and turn unpredictably, 


of S&W shocks was the single most sometimes cutting too sharply and other 


effective modification to the MR 250. “ley S&W shock (left has freon bag for isolation ^ times washing out. The Cheng Shin im- 
2 of fluid and pressurization which eliminate damping 5 F 

Wheel-hop and premature end-swapping fade. Honda/Showa shock has no damping. proved steering control, and the rider 

could keep the front end on top of soft 





ceased, and tire traction improved mark- 
edly. For the first time, riders could 
predict the bike’s reaction to variations 
in the terrain. 

The S&W alloy gas shocks, the com- 
pany’s top-of-the-line damper units, differ 
in body materials from their less-expen- 
sive steel counterparts. Internally both 
shock models are identical. But the alu- 
minum shocks can be rebuilt while the 
steel dampers are permanently sealed. 
The aluminum shocks dissipate heat 
better, although neither the steel- nor 
alloy-bodied shocks lose their damping 
control during hard, continuous riding. 

The S&W gas shock uses freon held 
in a cell that's inserted in the shock body. 
The hydraulic fluid, isolated from the gas, 
better resists foaming than those shocks 
which do not physically separate the gas 
and oil. Pressurization of the hydraulic 
fluid, as with other gas shocks, raises 
the boiling point of the oil and reduces 
damping fade caused by high operating 
temperatures. 

After upgrading the rear suspension, 


terrain with less effort. The tire also pro- 
vided an additional amount of cushion 
and inner tube protection in fast or rough 
rock sections. 

These three changes (shocks, fork kit, 
and tire) let riders use the engine's full 
potential. Speeds at which the MR 250 
could traverse whoop-de-doos, rock 
sections, smooth and rough roads, up- 
and down-hills and soft sand trails in- 
creased by 2096 or more. Run in the 
125-mile AMA National Championship 
Jubilee Enduro, the modified MR 250 
covered the exceptionally long and brutal 
rock-and-sand sections at high speed 
averages. The tough conditions pressed 
all entrants to stay on time and arrive 
at the check points on schedule. While 
the majority of riders lost points by arriv- 
ing late at checks, our entry lost a posi- 
tion in the top five by hitting the two most 
difficult checking stations early. This ex- 
perience left no doubts about the MR 
250's potential as a "real" enduro bike. 

—Dave Holeman 
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ow come 
I enjoy smoking 


and you dont? 


Its got to be my cigarette. Salem 
gives me great taste. And enough fresh 
menthol to keep things interesting. 

You'd enjoy smoking, too, if 

jou smoked Salem. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. DENM 
19 mg. "tar", 1.3 mg. nicotine av. pe 

















REAL RACER? 


Or do you just want your BMW or 
Norton to be better than it is now? 


















Reg Pridmore’ Motorcycles 
RPM 


© Norton 





Reg Pridmore has earned a national reputation 
racing big bore production bikes. He's also a BMW 
dealer and mechanic and will sell you a new 
tricked-up bike or specialized equipment for the 
bike you already have. 


His new catalog offers a wide range of BMW/5 
and /6 specialties including cam shaft kits, high 
compression pistons, and lightened and balanced 
flywheels, electronic ignition systems and Mikuni 
Conversion carburetor kits for Nortons. 


The catalog with full details on everything is 
available for $1 ($3 overseas airmail) from: 


REG PRIDMORE 
MOTORCYCLES 






5718 "F" Hollister Ave. 
Goleta, CA 93017 
(805) 967-7660 








Address 











CERTIFIED 
MECHANIC 


This future Pro is perfecting his 
timing, carburetor adjustment, and 
trouble shooting techniques in AMI's 
Live Engine Lab, working on stand 
mounted, running engines of all types. E 
Every Pro who graduates from AMI spends many hours ZZ 
in this and other Diagnostic and Testing Labs as part of ZZ 
the 450 hours of intensive training required to earn his Z 
certificate. The 12 week Residence Course is approved 
for veterans. Home Study Courses are also available. 
To learn more about this career opportunity send in the 
coupon or call TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645. 
Florida residents call 1-904-255-0295 collect. 






OTORCYC 
eam gpm AMERICAN 
AME motorcycie 
^9 INSTITUTE 


5710 W. MANCHESTER BLVD. 


1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD 
DAYTONA BEACH, FLA 32014 | LOS ANGELES, CAL 90045 
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NAMEN noi s. e SABE 





STREET 
CITY. 
STATES a= eda fo ee IP 


PHONE(.— ] 

















Dress yourself in Suzuki Style 
riding gear. Dress your bike with a 
Suzuki Style full-dress fairing. You'll 
stay warm. But you'll still look cool. 


Forget your troubles. 
Go touring in style. 


Suzuki Style. 35 






e y 
includes frame-mounted fairing, ^ ? Se 
windscreen, saddlebags, travel A 
trunk and luggage rack. = 












Suzuki Style touring package 
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HONDA MR250. . Continued from page 66 


smoothly and move full-travel for only a 
short period. As with the XL front suspen- 
sion the MR fork pumps-up, or pres- 
surizes, the more the bike is ridden, which 
causes the damping action to stiffen and 
actually reduces the amount of fork travel. 
Draining each fork leg of 30cc (approxi- 
mately one ounce) of fluid reduces the 
internal pressure build-up, improves the 
damping action and enables the sliders 
to move full-travel. 

Chassis performance, with the stock 
suspension, suffers markedly. Without 
adequate suspension operation we were 
unable to evaluate total chassis perfor- 
mance and handling. The chassis works 
well only up to the point where the shocks 
and fork are able to control wheel, chassis 
and rider movements. 

Steering in smooth or lightly undulating 
terrain changes dramatically with the 
condition of the surface. In damp or tacky 
areas, steering is semi-slow but precise; 
it will always track in the direction desired 
by the rider. But when covering dry or 
sandy roads and trails, the steering be- 
comes vague; the rider is unsure whether 
the MR will track securely through a turn 
or gradually and uncontrollably wash out. 

Rider comfort of the MR 250 is very 
good. Handlebar bend, foot-peg location 
and saddle contour will fit most all riders. 
Those who ride in very rocky or wooded 
areas will want to raise the footpegs about 
an inch for toe protection. Operation of 
the light switch is easily accomplished 
with the left thumb. The ignition on-off 
Switch will suit most riders, though some 
will prefer a push-type kill button. The 
lights offer surprisingly bright illumination. 
The lightly-diffused headlight lens pro- 
duces a bright spot-type beam for high 
and low position. 

The big 3.4 gallon gas tank is a blessing 
to any off-road rider or competitor. The 
MR 250 is relatively frugal with fuel; it can 
go over 100 miles if not raced and the 
gas cap doesn't leak. The lone fuel outlet, 
onthe left side, permits the last half-gallon 
or so to get trapped in the well on the 
tank's right side. 

The rear brake works very well in the 
dirt. Its slowing action is smooth and pro- 
gressive with no grabby points and little 
heat-fading. The front binder is too touchy 
off-road, and should be used with care. 
Chain stretch is minimal but spoke loos- 
ening is severe during the break-in miles. 
The spokes should be tightened after 
every ride for the first few hundred miies. 

Were it not for the worthless rear 
dampers and erratic fork action, the MR 
250 would be an excellent all-around dirt 
machine. Bolt-on items such as shocks 
and fork damper kits would certainly make 
a dramatic improvement in the Honda's 
handling and steering. Even with its defi- 
ciencies the MR 250 is solidly the best 
play, trail or enduro bike to be produced 
by the Japanese. It's only two short steps 
away from being an ideal enduro mount 
or Six Day motorcycle. © 
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ge An absorbing story. Two shock 
Hit the Road Toad! This street legal Z ) Dee een ang (regne 

trail bike features a 45 watt lighting system | OG EE aon pal as E 

including a class A tail light, turn signals, m AZ y AUS ince. BIY. 

DC emergency lighting switch, horn switch, — p : 
indicator lights (for high beam, turn signals, and 
neutral) and an electronic voltage 
regulator to increase bulb 
and battery life. 













Getting there is half the fun, 
but getting back is the other half. That’s 
why the Road Toad offers a 2.8 gallon tank, bigger 
by far than the “big four” we’re so happy 
to compare ourselves with. 
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If you aren’t convinced yet, 
how about these other 
Road Toad exclusives: 
Rubber mud flaps, enduro 
speedometer, braced chain 
guide, DAIDO chain, 

rim locks front and rear, 
competition chassis, 

35%” MX type bars, enduro 
tool box, and stylish 
black engine, hubs and 
handle bars. 
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What's new? 
The Hodaka 98 cc “C” engine, 
with automatic oil injection. The primary 













kick starter lets you start in any gear. Little things mean a lot. 
The 26 mm Mikuni racing carb is larger But big things mean even more. 
than any of the “big four” 100's. The Road Toad's heavy-duty 
And the Alumiferric cylinder gives excellent 9-gauge spokes are a size 
cooling, high performance and bigger than comparable 
low weight. Here's a neat trick. *big four" cycles. 


The brake rod centers at the 
swing arm pivot and works like 
a full floating rear brake to prevent 


i sne egnical front hub is usuala rear wheel hop. (This Toad stays $529 
ound only on all out comperto KeS: on the ground better than your Suggested Retail Price for 
And the Road Toad. Why? It gives you less traditional toad.) U.S.A. at West Coast Port of Entry, 
unsprung weight and better braking. and does not include shipping charges, dealer 


So even if you only compete set-up and State and Local Taxes. 


with yourself, you’re a winner. 


Have we got you yet? 
O.K. here’s our last trick. 
Come in and fire up a Road Toad. 
Now we've got ya! Call for the 
name and address of your 
nearest Hodaka dealer, 
FREE PHONE CALL 
800-547-8120. Or check the 


You have enough answers on this page 
to enter the “HODAKA TRAIL TO FUN” contest. 





| “TRAIL TO FUN” CONTEST at your HODAKA dealer now, come on in Yellow Pages or write: 
| and get a free key fob or cycle slide rule and enter the contest... Grand Prize a PABATCO, Box 327; 
TOYOTA pick-up styled by Cobra Body along with lots more prizes. Athena, Oregon 97813. 
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“Ifyou think the BMW 
is only built for touring, you ought to try 


a little tearing.” 


When most Americans climb on a BMW, they're 
surprised. Read the magazine road tests. They're full 
of editors saying "I never realized. .”’ 

What they never realized, of course, is that the 
BMW is both an exceptionally comfortable and reliable 
touring machine, and a very slick, agile machine you 
can really rip on. 

How on earth can the BMW be both? Examine 
what makes a bike work. Weight. Balance. Suspension. 
Power. And get ready to say "I never realized...” 

Weight. Of our 4 models, 3 are the lightest in 


their class! And the fourth only misses by a few pounds. 
Our R90/6 is fully 30 percent lighter than its newest big 
competitor. 30! Check our levers. Brake pedal. Wheels. 
All made of lighter alloys to make the bike more nimble. 
Balance. Notice that the ; 
major mechanical parts, the heavy 
items, are kept low on a BMW. So 
it feels alot lighter than it already 
is. Notice also that the BMW front 
fork leg is located behind the front i 
axle.This helps avoid ' ‘pendulum effect! And gives His 





BMW decisive, effortless tracking, and a balanced feel. 
Suspension. Most riders think that because the 

BMW has soft, long X 

travel suspension, it 

can't corner hard." You 

even put harder 

shocks on your own 

racing machines; 

they say. True, we do. 

But racing is racing, and road is road. And for 99 per- . 

cent of the riders, 99 percent of the time, the BMW 


suspension is smooth, compliant, responsive, and right. 


To BMW engineers, riding harsh all year is too big a 
price to pay for the one day you play racer. 

Power. BMW has plenty. Where it counts. For 
practical, highway use. Few machines can stay with 


any BMW in a high gear roll-on. It's the kind of power 
you need for a quick pass. Or to get out of trouble. 

The BMW. It's designed to take you thousands of 
comfortable, trouble-free miles. With a speed and 
smoothness you won't believe until you try it. 

See the entire line at your local BMW dealer. 
You'll find him in the Yellow Pages. U.S. Importer: 


` Butler & Smith Inc., Norwood NJ 07648/ 


Compton CA 90224. Canada: 
BMW Motorcycle Distributors, 
Ontario. Write for 

free brochure. 


Bavarian Motor Works 
Over 50 years of building the world's finest motorcycles. 
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The quickest, fastest, best- 
handling, and hardest-braking 
lightweight ever now joins 

the engine capacity creep and 
gets more comfortable without 
giving up as the world’s best, 
and only, midi-Superbike. 


® So it came to pass that Yamaha looked 
around to find itself all but alone in the 350 
sports-tourer class, most of the competition 
having moved up to the 400cc displacement 
level. Marketplace imperatives being what 
they are, Yamaha could be expected to 
follow and now has, with a much-altered 
version of the familiar RD350 twin. As its 
official designation implies, the new RD400C 
offers more displacement than the model 
on which it is based, but that’s just one item 
on a long list of changes. 

We would have expected that when Ya- 
maha made the 350 twin a 400 they'd get 
the increased displacement by enlarging the 
cylinder bore. Instead, Yamaha lengthened 
the engine’s stroke, from 54mm to 62mm, 





and retained the 64mm bore dimension. The 
choice probably was dictated by a reluc- 
tance to crowd the engine’s transfer pas- 
sages further. The close-set cylinders on the 
RD350 had that engine's transfers cramped 
to the point of diminished efficiency; enlarg- 
ing the RD400’s bores would have made 
this marginal situation correspondingly 
worse. In any case, even with the 8mm 
lengthening the RD400’s absolute stroke is 
not so long that it limits engine speed, or 
power potential. True, the RD400 produces 
very little more peak power than the RD350, 
but this reflects a biasing toward less sud- 
den performance than was delivered by the 
smaller engine. The RD400 offers about the 
same top-end rush, but with more low-speed 
muscle. Those who would have it the other 
way around can take comfort in the fact 
that even as a 350 Yamaha's street racer 
was more than a match for the 400s; the 
increased displacement has simply been 
used to make it quieter, torquier and less 
snappish. : 

For all the long list of changes, the only 
items that immediately catch the eye are the 
cast-alloy wheels. The bulk of the list con- 
cerns detail improvements that make no 
drastic visual changes in the motorcycle. 
The wheels are made for Yamaha by Kobe 
Steel Co., thus passing another race-track 
innovation to one of the most sporting street 
machines of its time. Cast wheels can be 
machined very accurately to eliminate errors 
in concentricity and runout, and they are 
extremely rigid. These two characteristics 
improve stability and handling enough to 
justify changing to cast aluminum wheels 
even though they are no lighter than wire 
spoked wheels. The wheel rigidity extends 
benefits in terms of stability during hard 
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YAMAHA RD400C 
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Escape your world awhile, for a taste of ours. F ly to Nova Scotia; for the fresh, 
bright days of June through the golden September. | 
... Our air comes in a rare flavour called clean. Blink, but those incredible scenes will 
still be there. i he 
X. Wiggle your toes in sun-warmed sand; practise your swing on a sea-green course. 
_ Play tennis, swim, fish, sail. : 
Sip a bowl of chowder in a quiet country place. Or dine in splendid elegance. 
Fill your head with some of the earliest history of all North America. Be part of a 
festival. Discover art, antiques, artifacts. Browse among beautiful things made with 
cient skill and honest love. i 
ep under an heirloom quilt in a 
ayed Captain’s house. Or revel in 


nce all night. Watch the sun rise out 


a 


Information see your travel agent. Or contact one of these Nova Scotia Information offices for a complete vacation kit. 
‘ORK: Suite 3115, 630 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 10020; (212) 581-2420. NEW ENGLAND: 10 Preble Street. Portland. Me., 04111: Toll free in New England 1-800-341-6709; 


ne 2-6131. HALIFAX: P.O. Box 130, Nova Scotia, B3J 2M7, Canada. 
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What weuld yeu rather do? 


[ |] Drive your car to Nova Scotia (858 miles) 


2) 28. | 
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Portland is the southernmost port 
connecting Maine with Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia and the natural gateway 
to Atlantic Canada...only two hours 
from Boston and seven hours from 
the New York area. 


MANY MONEY-SAVING 
PACKAGE PLANS AVAILABLE 
FOR THE ECONOMY-MINDED 
VACATION FAMILY 

Motorist’s package for two people 
and automobile...one-way or round 
trip. 


“The Explorer’’...an extended 5 
days/5 nights package with four 
days and nights in Nova Scotia. 


“The Discoverer''...a new package 
that allows for an extended 
vacation on your own after three 
nights in Nova Scotia. 


(Without car) The 22-hour Mini- 
Cruise, or 46-hour Maxi-Cruise, 
which allows for 26-hour stopover 
in Yarmouth. 


| | Sail your car to Nova Scotia (10 hours) 
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com te Lit 


It's an easy decision, isn't it? 


Can you think of a better way to save energy...both in gasoline 
and yourself, too? 


Both the Norwegian M/S Bolero and the Swedish M/S Prince of 
Fundy offer you the easy drive-on, drive-off car facilities with 
space for up to 200 vehicles. 


You'll save time...at least 16 hours of actual driving. You'll save 
gas by eliminating 858 miles. 


It’s a relaxing 10-hour crossing and there are two sailings daily, 
morning and evening, from both Portland and Yarmouth. 


Sample life aboard a real ocean cruise liner...dining, dancing, 
gift shops, casino, lounges...or plain relaxing in a comfortable 
cabin or poolside in the sun. 


For complete information, 
send for FREE color brochure 
...or see your Travel Agent 
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Two sailings daily...morning and evening from both Portland, Maine and Yarmouth, Nova Scotia 


YAMAHA RD400C 


braking and acceleration as well as corner- 
ing. These aluminum alloy wheels are cast 
as one piece and have seven H-section 
spokes with central reinforcing webs to 
connect the spoke ends at the center of 
the rim. 

The disc and caliper unit that made our 
1975 RD350 test bike the hardest stopping 
motorcycle we've ever tested is fitted to the 
400, but with the caliper placed on the rear 
side of the right fork leg to reduce steering 
inertia. Completely new this year is a second 
disc and caliper for the rear wheel. The rear 

| caliper mount is almost identical to the one 
developed for Yamaha’s 750cc roadracing 
bikes. A new master cylinder with remote 
reservoir is connected to the rear brake lever TOUS s 
with a clevis-end rod. p o UU 

A rubber silent-block drive cushion soft- = 
ens shock between the sprocket and hub 
on the left side of the rear wheel. New 
high-speed Yokohama tires shoe the cast 
wheels: a 3.25S-18 on the front and a 
3.50S-18 at the rear. A harder rubber com- 
pound is used to increase rear tire life, and 
the front tire is slightly larger in section (3.25 
vs. 3.00) to improve stability during panic 
stops. 

Suspension characteristics have been 
revamped at both ends of the RD400C to 
make straight-line travel more comfortable 
without sacrificing too much of the old bike’s 
café-racer handling. Teflon inserts have 
been placed in the tops of each fork slider 
leg to reduce static friction. 

Also in the interest of touring comfort, seat 
padding rubber has been increased in 
thickness by an inch, as has fuel tank height. 
The tank’s extra section increases its ca- 
pacity by .25 gallon, which is a comfort in 
areas where service stations are few and 
far-between. 

Reducing inlet noise in high-performance 
two-strokes usually decreases the engine’s 
air flow rate so drastically that performance 
suffers. In an effort to save the bike’s ability 
to produce POWO Yamaha's engineers first Vaned rubber shock mount is separated from its twin 
designed a plenum-type air filtration/dis- py a spacer tube to keep compression standard. 
tribution box to suit the larger cylinders’ 
needs, then built an entirely new frame 
top-section to accommodate it. The result- 
ing huge plastic box under the tank and 
seat draws air through a downward-facing 
rubber duct in front of the battery. 

While the engineers had the frame jig 
apart, they moved the engine 20mm forward 
to shift the bike’s CG and reduce the ten- 
dency of the front wheel to lift under hard 
acceleration. They also shock-mounted the 
engine in the frame to add yet another 

» rider-comfort feature. The mounting em- 
ploys radially-vaned rubber engine-case 
blocks separated by long spacer tubes, 
which hold the end-distance fit when the 
fasteners are torqued down. The vibration- 
isolating engine mounting required a corre- 
sponding flexible rubber-sleeved union be- 
tween the exhaust header pipes and the 
mufflers which are bolted rigidly to the 
frame. 

Thick rubber biscuits on both sides of a ed | à 
frame plate insulate the one-piece footrest The new light above the key is actuated by a monitor The aluminum alloy cast wheels are no lighter than 
assembly from any vibration that does reach in the oil tank when a quart is needed. wire ones, but are much stronger and more accurate. 
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Atlast: a self-cancelling turn signal that functions wel. | New rectangular front brake reservoir requires Phil- 
Push-button serves as override. lips screwdriver to remove cover. 





Shock mounts fit in engine cases under bolted frame Rear disc brake is almost identical to ones used on 
plates. Exhaust flex coupling is spigot fit. - Yamaha’s lightweight road racing machines. 














Footrest bracket assembly is isolated from frame 
plates by a pair of rubber blocks on both sides. 
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Carburetor slide has screw-held clip to 
secure cables and needles. 


Higher energy-ignition coils combine with 17mm 
reach spark plugs to prevent fouling at high rpm. 








Right side panel covers modular electrical board for easy trouble 
shooting. Transparent master cylinder pivots out. 





of clean air needed by the 400cc engine. 


The RD400C is still very much a tiger. Hard launches and full-power shifts still require a seasoned touch. 








the frame. And even the rubber footrest 
covers are thicker and more securely 
mounted than last year’s counterparts. 

Lengthening the stroke so drastically re- 
quired new crankcases, a larger shock ab- 
sorber on the back of the clutch hub, and 
new cylinders with repositioned ports. An- 
other “while they were at it” feature is the 
thicker cylinder head casting, which uses 
17mm-reach spark plugs instead of the 
shorter plugs found on previous RD models. 
The thicker heads give better engine cooling 
and the longer reach plugs are harder for 
the heavy-handed to strip and have an 
inherently more stable heat range which 
should help them resist fouling when cold 
and glow-plug pre-ignition when the engine 
is very hot. 

Of particular interest is the drastic altera- 
tion of the internal transmission ratios. Low 
gear is 3.19:1 higher than last year, and top 
gear is 0.31:1 higher. As might be expected, 
the quarter-mile figures have become less 
reliable indicators of the new machine’s 
potential. Last year’s bike would leap out 
of the hole in tire-smoking eagerness, but 
the over-geared (in low) 400 bogs lazily for 
the first few yards. Lowering the overall gear 
ratio to make the RD400C peak in high gear 
at the end of the drag strip would produce 
some extraordinary quarter-mile times. 

The new ratios are ideally suited for keep- 
ing the engine operating right on top of the 
tall hump in its power curve. On a moun- 
tainous road the tach needle will not swing 
back so far after a shift that the engine will 
bog. Production-class road racers will ab- 
solutely love the new ratios. Not that Ya- 
maha riders need further advantage: the 350 
twins have dominated their classes for years, 
and all the production-racing sanctioning 
bodies have long-since moved the class limit 
upward to include the new 400cc engines. 

Ever look down and wonder why the shift 
lever was vibrating so much at cruising 
speed on your bike? On many Japanese 
machines, the shift shaft sticks out of the 
transmission: three or four inches before 
passing unsupported through an outer 
cover. Yamaha has fixed that on the 
RD400C by putting a properly-toleranced 
bushing in the outer cover and installing 
a Zerk-type grease fitting to make sure the 
snug fit stays smooth. The resulting three- 
point. support for the shaft should greatly 
prolong both seal life and the RD's slick, 
effortless shifting. 

Some really strange-looking small details 
were uncovered in our inspection of the 
pistons and cylinders. There are small (2mm 
diameter) holes drilled through the cylinder 
wall angling down into the exhaust ports 
from 20mm above the exhaust port win- 
dows. Accompanying these holes are slots 
milled into the bottom edges of the piston's 
exhaust skirts, which open the crankcase 
to the exhaust ports when the pistons are 
attop center. And the top and bottom petals 
in the reed valve assembly differ in stiffness. 
A panic call to Yamaha's technical depart- 
ment produced the explanation that the 
three modifications were to control the 
cackling surge a highly tuned two-stroke 
engine makes at partial throttle and low rpm 
(for instance, a 30 mph cruise in fourth 

(Continued on page 82) 
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Electrical power 


YAMAHA RD400C 


Price, suggested retail 


$1219 FOB West Coast 


nine efron is os. oro 3.25 x 18 Yokohama Y984C 
[Gales crean Un eU IE UC 3.50 x 18 Yokohama Y987 
Brake, front ...... Disc, 10.5 x 1.825 in. (25.73 x 4.7 cm) 
[68F Ee ni Disc, 10.5 x 1.825 in. (25.73 x 4.7 cm) 
Brake swept area............ 198.96 sq. in. (1283.3cm?) 


Specific brake loading 
Engine type 

Bore and stroke 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 


2.70 Ibs./sq. in. 


Reed-valve two-stroke twin 
64 x 62mm (2.52 x 2.44 in.) 


399cc (24.29 cu. in.) 


2; 28mm; Mikuni VM28SC 


Dry micronic paper 
Battery and coil 
35.48 @ 7000 


26.62 Ibs. ft. @ 7000 (3.68 kgm) 


Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Fuel capacity 

Oil capacity 
Transmission oil capacity 


Battery 
Primary transmission 
Secondary transmission 


Gear ratios, overall 


Wheelbase 

Seat height 
Ground clearance 
Curb weight 
Test.weight 


27°30'/4.29 in. (109mm) 


3.4 gal. (12.9 liters) 
1.9 qts. (1.8 liters) 
50.7 oz. (1.5 liters) 


280 watt D.C. excited alternator 


12V,5.5AH 
Helical gear 

36 x 96 in. #530 
DK530DS chain 


(1) 16.48 (2) 11.40 (3) 8.45 
(4) 6.95 (5) 6.17 (6) 5.70 


52.5 in. (133.4cm) 
32.25 in. (81.9cm) 
8 in. (20.3cm) 
377 Ibs. (171kg) 
537 Ibs. (243.6kg) 


Instruments. .. Tachometer, speedometer w/odometer 


Standing start %-mile 


Average fuel consumption... 


Speedometer error 
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14.15 sec.; 94.36 mph 
43 mpg (18.42 km/liter) 
30 mph actual 27.4 

60 mph actual 56.8 


Engine 
Speed BHP Torque 


2000 
2500 
3000 
3500 
4000 
4500 
5000 
5500 
6000 
6500 
7000 
7500 
8000 
8500 


[^] 
o 


5.43 14.28 

8.18 17.20 

9.10 15.95 
11.47 17.20 
14.42 18.94 
17.70 20.65 
20.68 21.71 
23.36 22.31 
28.57 25.01 
32.86 26.55 
35.48 26.62 
33.89 23.74 
31.89 20.56 
26.51 16.37 
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RPMx100 


RPMx100 


Road Speed 
vs Time 








Yamaha RD400C 
Test Conditions: 
Barometer 3u.14 
Temperature 
62°F Wt 82°F Dry 
Correction Factor 1.034 
Date of Test: 1/14/76 
As Tested on the 
Webco Dyno 
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7 REASONS WHY 


BIKE BOOTS 


ARE THE BEST FOR YOU! 


The FRYE CO., in Marlboro, Mass., has 
been famous for benchcrafted boots since 
1863. They make these Bike Boots ex- 
clusively for us, with these extra features: 

14" black or hand-stained brown 

cowhide uppers 

Leather pull-on straps 

Leather harness strap with solid brass 

hardware 

Leather-lined throughout 

Scuff-resistant black bullhide toe cap 

Reinforced steel shank under arch 

stands up to kick-starting 

Cleated VIBRAM OO soles and heels 
Qrder by mail — not available in stores. 
$58.95 per pair, plus $2.50 postage and 
handling. Sizes 6-14, widths B,D,E and 
EE. Sizes 9-107; D available immediately; 
allow 4-6 weeks for other sizes. 


CRAWFORD HOUSE 


P.O. Box 468, Dept. B-60 
Brockton, Mass. 02403 
ee DEED GN END UNI 


Please send me pairs of FRYE Bike Boots, 


size/width , Color 





| enclose $ Check __ Money Order __ 


Or,charge my LJ BankAmericard o Master Charge 


BERERROT TCEFRE ELER 
T FEET E REETA 


Name 











Street 





City 
State 


SOLD BY MAIL ONLY I 





Fun can E des 


BODY TALK opens up an entirely 


new world of communication as it 
makes you aware of the ways in 
which your body telegraphs emo- 
tions. Love, Admiration, Joy, Lone- 
liness, Hate, Anger, Frustration—the 
players must express them all with - 
out using words. $6.75 


THE CITIES GAME gives you 


an insight into the reasons for urban 
collapse, and the ways effective cor- 
rective action can be taken. What 
are the political pitfalls? Can you 
play a dirty game and still win ideal- 
istic victories? Play The Cities Game 
and find out. $7.75: 


COMPATIBILITY is a collec- 


tion of real situations for couples to 
respond to simultaneously and at the 
same time predict the response of 
their partners. You might be in for 
a few surprises! You’re sure to find 
out the answers to some of those 
questions you’ve never asked and 
probably a few you haven’t even 
thought of. $9.75 


Order games individually or PUR- 
CHASE ALL 3 FOR ONLY $17.95 
AND SAVE $6.30 from the regular 
total price. 


CHARGE YOUR OR YOUR 
"AMERICAN EXPRESS, BANKAMERICA 

_ MASTER CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB 

(ACCOUNT? © qn DT 


PSYCHOLOGY TODAY, NEN Service Division; 

595 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10012 

Please send the foilowing games in the quan- 

tities indicated: 

— — Body Talk @ $6.75 each, postpaid. (Out- 
side U.S.A. $8, postpaid.) 

— — The Cities Game @ $7.75 each, postpaid. 
(Outside U.S.A. $9, postpaid.) 

____Compatibility @ $9.75 each, 
(Outside U.S.A. $11, postpaid.) 

______Set(s) of all 3 games @ $17.95 per set, 
postpaid—save $6.30 from the regular 
total price of $24.25. (Outside U.S.A. 
$21.70 per set, postpaid.) 


O Enclosed is $_________.* Institutional 
purchase orders are accepted only for orders of 
$10 or more. No purchase orders accepted from 
outside U.S.A. C-476 
O Charge: 
[] American Express CO Master Charge 
C BankAmericard [] Diners Club 


Account # 


Master Charge Interbank €. 0 —— 
(4 numbers over your name) 


postpaid. 





Exp. Date 


Signature 








Print Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip 


*Residents of Cal., Col., Fla., Il., Mich., Mo., 
N.Y. State, D. C. and Tex. add applicable sales tax. 
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A COMPLETE SETOF 
MATCHED 


STORAGE CASES 


ARH 
! SAMT 
Wt 


o D 


(A) 60-unit te case. 
t 1375" high x 1254” deep X acd wide. 
(B) 30-unit cassette case. 

1315" high x 615" deep x 5% wide. 
(C) 12-unit cartridge case. 

1314" high x 614” deep x 414” wide, 
Units A, B and C have tilted compartments 
to prevent spillage and include pressure 
sensitive labels for titling. 

(D) 6-unit 7” reel case. 

8" high x 7/5" deep x S" wide. 

Holds reels in original boxes. 

(E) 20-unit 12" record case. 2m 
1314” high x 1215" deep x 34% wide. 
Holds records in original jackets. ^. 


Here’s the ideal solution to the 
problem of keeping your records 
and tapes stored conveniently 
and attractively. Now you can 
keep them side-by-side on your 
bookshelf or cabinet, easy to 
identify and readily available. 


Sturdily constructed and cov- 
ered in a handsome leatherette, 
the outer case is elegantly 
embossed in gold and comes in: 
your choice of three popular 
decorator colors—black, brown 
and green—lending themselves 
readily to the decor of any room. 


CHARGE YOUR ORDER TO YOUR AMERICAN (d Eu 
EXPRESS, BANKAMERICARD, MASTER 
CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB ACCOUNT. 


BEHHHHEEBNHEHHEEHHERBHHHEHHHEH 
ZIFF-DAVIS SERVICE DIVISION, DEPT. JJ, 
595 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10012 
Please send me the following Storage Cases: 
60-unit Cassette Cases @ $17.95 each; 
3 for $49.95 
30-unit Cassette Cases @ $12.95 each; 
3 for $34.95 
12-unit 8-Track Cartridge Cases 
@ $9.50 each; 3 for $24.95 
6-unit 7" Ree! Cases @ $6.95 each; 
3 for $18.50 
20-unit 12" Record Cases (2 $7.50 each; 
3 for $19.95 
ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE ALL POSTAGE AND 
HANDLING CHARGES. 
Outside U.S.A. add $1 for each case ordered. 
Check color choice for back of case (sides in 












































black only: . [] Brown ] Green ] Black 

[] ENCLOSED IS $ 

O CHARGE: 

O American Express C) Master Charge 
BankAmericard O Diners Club 

Account + Exp. Date 





Master Charge Interbank + — Sea 
(4 numbers over your name) 
Signature 
Print Name 
Address 
City. 
State AD 
Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., II., Mich., Mo., 
e N.Y. State, D.C. and Tex. add applicable sales tax. 
HHEHEHEHHHHHHESEBNEBNEHNESHEENU 
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SURPLUS LIQUIDATION AA fL, E! 
NEW 1975 ©) 125/175 SPORT 


Total for 
Add $48.00 for 175cc 







CZ JAWA SPORT RATED AMONG THE BEST 
BY FOUR BUYER'S GUIDES IN 1975! * 
Brand new, in crates. Assembles easily in one hour. 
Comes complete with Tool Kit, Tire Pump, Double 
Saddle with. Foot Pegs for extra rider. A great buy! 






































125cc 


METERED OIL INJECTION: Eliminates pre-mixing hassles at gas stops. 
ECONOMICAL: CZ engines have long had an outstanding reputation 
for providing the highest gas mileage of almost any two-stroke machine. 


$8 FULLY ENCLOSED REAR CHAIN: Cuts maintenance and replace- 
ment costs. Reduces rear wheel dirt and mess. 









Each crated motorcycle 
comes with CZ JAWA's 
warranty certificate for 
6000 miles or 6 months 
(parts only). 


* Motorcycle Buyer’s Guide— 
1975: ''An economical 
commuter bike with agile 
handling and full lights.” 
* Cycle Illustrated's Buyer's 
Guide—1975: ''The CZ 
motorcycles are among the 
most durable motorcycles 
made anywhere.” 
*Buyer's Rider's Guide — 
1975: Rates the 
CZ175ST among 
: the first in dura- 
bility and off 
road performance, 
second insuspension. 
* Motorcycles: A Buyer'sand 
Rider's Guide — 1975: In- 
cludes CZ175 in "Best of 
Class” category for express- 
way models. 


| SAME DAY SHIPPING 


ORDER BY PHONE 


Or call for more information. Phone our no charge, toll-free number: 


800-328-508 collect: (612) 7211714 
C.O.M.B. Co., Inc. Authorized Liquidators 


3258 Minnehaha Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406 
Licensed Minn. Vehicle Dealer No. DMC456 

































SPECIFICATIONS: P 
ine: 172 cc two stroke. 
Bo &Str.: 58mm x 65mm 
H.P. (SAE): 16 @5900 rpm. 
Cyl.: 172cc 
ones 26mm JIKOV 
Elec. System: 6V dynamo 
Trans.: 4-speed pos. shift 
Frame: Tubular closed 
Susp.: Telescopic with hy- 
draulic shocks 
Tires: Front—2.75 x 18 Barum 
Tires: Rear—3.00 x 18 Barum 
Fuel Tank: 3 U.S. Gal/11 litres 
Dry Wt.: 248 1bs/113 kg. 
Max. Load: 352 1bs/160 kg. 
ube: Oil injection 
Speedometer & Odometer 
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YAMAHA 400 ...Continued from page 79 


gear). Such surging happens when the res- 
onant frequency of the exhaust system is 
beginning to come into phase with the cyl- 
inder timing. The holes, slots, and reeds 
actually render cylinder filling less efficient 


during the conditions mentioned, and thus' 


smooth the transition-period roughness. At 
high rpm, the area of the holes and slots 
is too small to make a significant difference 
in breathing. 

Last year's RD350B had dykes-type piston 
rings that provided extremely efficient cylin- 
der sealing—when they were installed cor- 
rectly and when the oil pump was metering 
the right type oil correctly and when the 
proper gasoline was being used, etc., etc. 


"The Ra 


To sidestep this touchiness, the new RD400 
pistons use a keystone top ring and a plain, 
flat second ring. It is true that the keystone 
ring is much more resistant to sticking in 
its groove, but we'd be willing to bet the 
dykes rings would be worth horsepower at 
the top. 

A completely new oil pump is much more 
sensitive to throttle position than last year's. 
During normal cruising, we got only 160 
miles per quart on the RD350B: just about 
half this year's oil mileage. The older bike 
smoked all the time: the newer one smokes 
perceptibly only when the throttle is almost 
fully open. 

On last year's bike, a new set of spark 
plugs would last about a day before the 
engine would begin to misfire badly when 


best 


a 
ikasi anie ct 
fairing tested...” 


—Cycle Magazine 
August 1975 





If you're performance- 
minded and like that feeling 
of comfort you should expect 
from an outstandingly 
engineered fairing . . . then 
listen to some of the world's 
toughest critics and what 
they have to say about the 
Wixom fairings. 


‘Penetration and stability 
at speeds has always been 
a mark of Wixom products 
...We pushed the Honda 
to 90 mph on a breezy day 
and there is no wobble, 
vibration or shake." 


“The combination of per- 
formance and protection 
when backed up by a 
consistently superior finish, 
from overall surface to 
small detail, make the 
Ranger probably the best 
handlebar-mount tested.” 


The Wixom Ranger frame- 
mount “the Wixom unit 
doesn't imitate existing 
units but offers a somewhat 
simpler style and Wixom's 
own philosophy of touring 
performance." 


"First a superior penetra- 
tion and stability at speed, 
matched with good protec- 
tive coverage." 


Why not find out for your- 
self about the Wixom 
System? 


Send $1.00 for 
complete catalog 


WIXOM _ 
BROTHERS, INC. 


1637 East Burnett Ave. C-476 
Long Beach, Ca. 90806 


(213) 426-0485 
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CIRCLE NO. 69 ON READER SERVICE PÁGE. 


the throttle was opened for quick passing. 
We blamed the low-energy ignition coils. 
The RD400C does not habitually foul plugs, 
perhaps because it has the bigger coils from 
the TX500 model. 

Generator output has been increased to _ 
a maximum of 280 watts for powering the 
better coils and brighter headlight. The 
standard headlight is a semi-sealed beam 
assembly, with a bulb sealed inside a reflec- 
tor. When the bulb burns out, it cannot be 
replaced without buying the whole reflector 
assembly, which costs over $16. The new 
system has a standard three-prong socket 
which fits a General Electric 6014 Heavy 
Duty truck sealed beam—available at the 
local K-Mart for $1.87. 

Control and instrument layout remains 
largely unchanged but includes some im- 
portant detail additions. An oil-reservoir-level 
warning light flashes on during cruising 
when about half of the two-quart capacity 
is used. The light is on whenever the gear- 
box is in neutral, so there is a constant bulb 
check. . 

At last, someone has come up with a 
self-cancelling turn signal system for motor- 
cycles that really works. When the turn 
signal is actuated, the lever immediately 
returns to the center position and an elec- 
tronic gadget keeps the signal flashing for 
15 seconds at high speed, or for about 300 
feet at lower speeds. Should the rider 
choose to cancel the signal, he merely has 
to push the signal switch straight in, and 
the flasher stops immediately. 

All of the problems we had cold-starting 
the RD350B are gone. Our test bike started 
easily and ran regularly until the engine 
warmed when the cold start system was 
properly actuated (with the throttle closed). 
The engine only dies if the rider attempts 
to ride away in cold weather before the 
engine will run smoothly with the starting- 
enrichment level returned to its off position. 

The RD transmission continues to work 
very smoothly and there is no abrupt lurch 


- forward even when first gear is engaged 


for the first time on a cool morning. With 
the rather tall first gear ratio, a bit of throttle 
and clutch feathering is required to get 
going, but there is so much torque available 
and the clutch operation is so smooth that 
getting launched is much less hassle than 
you might anticipate. 

The part-throttle, low-rpm cackle of a 
highly tuned two-stroke is still there, but it 
is definitely diminished by the RD400C's 
intake system holes and slots. From the 
cackle to the engine's power peak at 8000 
rpm, there is never a balk or misfire. The 
combination of new ignition coils and the 
extended heat range of the long-reach spark 
plugs has cured the short plug life and 
chronic misfire found in last year's test bike. 

The difference in acceleration potential 
allowed by the close-ratio gearbox is too 


subtle to feel. But when the 400 is ridden 


along side an RD350B, the subtlety of sen- 
sation fails to obscure truth: the 400 pulls 
away remarkably quickly and keeps on 
going. It also pulls away in a huge cloud 
of dense blue smoke. The new pump squirts 
out lots of oil once the throttle is more than 
%-open. Two-strokes simply must have 
plenty of oil when they are working hard, 
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and that’s what the RD400 gets. 

Yamaha naturally fills all their test bikes 
with YamaLube oil. It is a mineral oil and 
smokes like one. As an experiment, we 
drained the tank and replaced the Yama- 
Lube with Torco Power Stroke, a synthetic 
oil made for injection lubrication systems. 
The Torco burned much cleaner and the 
smoke could barely be seen. It was actually 
so embarrassing to ride the bike when it 
smoked a lot that we hardly ever opened 
the throttle to enjoy the bike’s abilities. The 
new pump meters oil so precisely that oil 
mileage is about doubled from last year’s 
figures. We averaged 330 miles per quart 
from mixed fast and sedate riding. With that 
kind of oil mileage, the synthetic’s extra cost 
is nothing compared to the conspicuous 
smokescreen it banishes. 

High speed handling is generally very 
good, though it was necessary to move 
some of the comfort compromises back a 
few clicks as the speed through a favorite 
section of mountain road was increased. 
Initially, rear wheel oscillation was cured by 
setting the rear shock absorber’s spring 
adjustment to full preload. Then at a slightly 
higher speed, the front fork would flutter 
over slight road irregularities. Draining the 
fork fluid and replacing it with Torco 20 
Weight Fork Oil stabilized the fork move- 
ment. The final refinement was to eliminate 
a slight understeer by sliding the fork tubes 
_up through their clamps one-half inch. The 
damping rates in the rear shocks could 
stand to be just a little higher, but the shocks 
are acceptable. 

The tires were inflated to 27 psi (front) 
and 32 psi (rear) to get best adhesion and 
high-speed stability. This is slightly below 
the pressures rated to give maximum load 
carrying, but slide resistance was quite a 
bit better. 

With disc brakes on both ends of the 
RD400C, its braking power must be experi- 
enced to be believed. Rear brake feel is as 
good as that of the front. When a maximum 
stop is being made, there is so little weight 
on the rear wheel that the average drum 
brake is almost useless because of its in- 
sensitivity to foot pressure. A drum rear 
brake tends to be either on or off. With the 
new disc, a given amount of foot pressure 
gives an equivalent amount of braking force. 
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When you go flying off into a turn with the 
RD400C and get on the brakes hard, the 
little bike just squats down on its springs 
and stops. There is no wallowing or squirm- 
ing or rear wheel hop. It just stops. Most 
riders will find they have to readjust their 
riding styles to take full advantage of brakes 
as good as these. 

The front wheel still gets light during 
maximum acceleration, but it isn’t always 
in the air like it was with the RD350B. Except 
when there is dirt on the road, it helps to 
slide forward on the seat if you want to come 
out of a slow turn as hard as possible. 

For everyday touring and workaday 
transport, the Yamaha street racer works 
perfectly well just as it comes from the 
dealer. The higher seat gives a less kink- 
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kneed position for taller people and the 
plush suspension takes the head-rocking 
cadence out of the freeway bumps. The 
Teflon bushings in the fork legs make the 
fork so sensitive to jolts that even the small- 
est ripples cause the fork to move in sympa- 
thy. The rubber mounts and the air box 
business leave the rider vibration-free, and 
in a very quiet environment. It is almost eerie 
to slice through space at fast RD- 
Yamaha—rates without the accompanying 
cacophony of honks, barks and jangles 
associated with most hot-rod street bikes. 
The smooth quietness of the little Yamaha, 
coupled with its feather-touch and quickish 
handling response, make it feel like an ex- 
tension rather than a vehicle. 
Maintenance on this latest RD is as easy 
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Famous Lockhart Oil Cooler delivers oil chilling performance in First Place Overall Win in the 1975 BAJA 1000. 


Bill Bell, racing mechanic from Long 
Beach Honda, has prepared bikes for 
many Baja winners. Bill's most recent 
achievement was the first place, overall 
win scored by Tom Cannady and Al 
Baker in the 1975 BAJA 1000. Bill 
selected the Lockhart Oil Cooler be- 
cause he knew the brazed construction 
could take the pounding and vibration. 
“The Lockhart Oil Cooler delivered a 
30 degree overall temperature drop, 





measured by our instruments, in pre- 
race familiarization activity...The 
Lockhart cooler let our engine live.” 

Lockhart makes the only oil cooler 
that employs a full flow system and has 
lanced offset fin in the oil pass tubes. 
This same cooler is now available as a 
complete kit for your XL-350. Send for 
kit number HO-301. The price? A 
modest $54.95...Not bad for a big 
winner!! 


LOCKHART 
INDUSTRIES 
INC. 


15707 Texaco Avenue/Paramount CA. 90723 (213) 774-2981 
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CARLISLE 
ANNOUNCES 
SAF-T-BRITE 


REFLECTORIZED 
MOTORCYCLE 


TIRES! 


They'll know you're there at 600 ft.! 


Take Carlisle’s most popular tire — the Street — and add a ` 


spectacular ring of vulcanized-on reflective material and 
you have a safety package that’s hard to beat. Now, drivers 
can spot those brilliant circles of light that immediately 
identify your bike . . . you have to see it to believe it... 
ask for a demonstration at your dealer. 


CARLISLE TIRE & 

RUBBER COMPANY 
Division of Carlisle Corporation 
P O. Box 99, Carlisle, Pa. 17013 


CARLISLE 
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Carlisle Tire & Rubber 





and straightforward as ever, with a few new 
conveniences added. Somehow Yamaha 
continues to resist the temptation to use a 
capacitive discharge ignition system, and 
mere mortals can still adjust their breaker 
points and correct problems with conven- 
tional tools. Both points assemblies pivot on 
the backing plate so that timing can be 
perfectly adjusted to its new 2.8mm BTDC 
setting. All the electrical circuitry joins under 
the right side-cover. Any problems can be 
found by following test procedures outlined 
in the service manual. Also under the right 
cover is the master cylinder for the rear 
brakes, which pivots out from its mount for 
checking and adding fluid. The front master 
cylinder now has a rectangular cover that 
requires a Phillips screwdriver for removal 
for servicing. This cuts down on a lot of 
what's-in-here inspection and addition of 
unwanted trash by the neighborhood ur- 
chins. Both reservoirs are transparent for 
quick visual inspection. 

Opening the seat’s key latch and pivoting 
it up provides access to the air cleaner box, 
oil reservoir, battery, and tool kit. A pair of 
thumbscrews holding the air filter element 
allow it to be changed in three minutes, and 
a dip stick in the oil tank shows its level. 
There is a rubber gooseneck pointing down 
from the aircleaner housing. It cuts down 
on inlet noise quite a bit, but also restricts 
air flow. The gooseneck was removed while 
the bike was being ridden in the mountains 
at 4000 feet above sea level. Naturally, the 
carburetor jetting was far too rich, since we 
had started the ride at about 700 feet. When 
the neck was pulled out, the engine began 
to run cleanly again. It would be an easy 
way for RD owners with a significant altitude 
change on their route to adjust their car- 
buretion quickly. 

Carburetor synchronization has always 
been one of the more difficult tasks for riders 
to do correctly. The RD now has alignment 
holes and marks for both slides that can 
be seen at the same time after screws in 
the carb bodies are removed. 

For the past few yearsthe RD350 Yamaha 
had been the fastest and best-handling ma- 
chine in its class. With this year’s increases 
in displacement, performance—and rider 
comfort and convenience—the bike retains 
its heritage and acquires the added dimen- 
sion of being a thoroughly acceptable gen- 
eral transportation mount. And at a base 
price of $1219, the RD400C is the best value 
in its field. © 


COO A 


h 
x 





You'll have Better Going with BG Bike 
Guards. Wherever you do your thing— 
on the streets, on the trails, or on the 
tracks — with Bike Guards you'll get 
increased performance and decreased 
repair bills. 


BG Chain Lubricant, the hi-quality motor- 
cycle chain lubricant, is highly adhesive to 
metal surfaces. Resistant to water wash- 
out, it foams on, penetrates to the pins and 
bushings with no messy overspray. Contains 
moly for added lubrication. Bike Guard One. 


BG Motorcycle Oil. provides outstanding pro- 
tection for all engine parts under all 
operating conditions. Keeps ports open, re- 
duces engine deposits and sparkplug foul- 
ing. Laboratory-developed specifically for 
motorcycle engines. Bike Guard Two. 

BG Extreme Pressure Concentrate is a super 
additive package. A must when the going 
is rough, it reduces friction, improves per- 
formance, smoothes and speeds shifting, 
quiets bearings and gears. Bike Guard Three. 
BG Competition Fork Oil is specifically de- 
signed for use in motorcycle telescopic 
front forks. Non-foaming, keeps seals pliable 
and prevents leakage. Provides uniform 
performance under toughest operating con- 
ditions. Bike Guard Four. 


0c 
Ask your BG dealer about the BG Motor- 
cycleSpecialty products like BG Points 'n 
Plugs Super Cleaner, BG Track 'n Trail 
Chain Lube and BG Supercharge II. 


BG PRODUCTS, INC. 
Box 11264 - Wichita,Kansas 67211 


Write for free decals and brochure. 
Dist ibutor inquiries invited. 


Getter Guardians 
for Motor Maintenance 
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Q-SHIP ............... Continued from page 39 


camshafts with .075-in. more lift and 10 
degrees more timing, filled the tappets’ 
working-surface channels to keep cam ac- 
tion from tiddly-winking the adjuster shims 
out of place, and installed Norris valve 
springs and titanium collars. The ports were 
cleaned up, standard valves polished and 
MTC silicon-bronze guides installed. 

Jack then plugged in MTC's 1170cc con- 
version kit, consisting of special 75mm pis- 
tons, Los Angeles Sleeve Co. liners, Yamaha 
650 rings, taper-bored piston pins, oversized 
cylinder.studs and .040-in. solid copper head 
gaskets. He fine-tuned the standard carbu- 
retors, fiddled with the mufflers, and welded 
up the center pins in the crankshaft "as a 
precaution". When he was done he bolted 
on his bike everything it has in these pictures 
except the fairing windshield and went to 
the drags to see how it all worked. It did 
better than even Murphy could have hoped: 
11.88 seconds for the quarter, 117.04 termi- 
nal speed. Jack had built the touring rider's 
version of. Superman, except this one 
doesn't bother with a phone booth and a 
change of clothes. 

That, of course, wasn't the entire idea. 
Murphy must love it when some puny little 
1000cc café racer, decked out in rear-sets, 
clip-ons and assorted other swoop-gear, 
invites.a highway roll-on—Jack has to feel 
like Roger Hull's Own Avenging Angel as 
he turns his Q-ship loose—but the main 
purpose was simply to restore the bike's 
performance to its pre-heavyweight level. If 
Jack overshot the mark, so much the better. 

Beyond Murphy's rather personal but 
beautifully executed interpretation of what 
a touring. engine should act like, his Z-1 has 
been modified in other ways. As even café 
people know, the Z-1 seat is the next best 
thing to corporal punishment. Murphy's has 
been replaced by a beautifully built two- 
placer from E.Z. Berg in San Diego. The 
Berg perch not only offers the operator 
carefully contoured comfort, but improves 
the traditionally cramped. relationship be- 
tween rider and passenger. Jack has located 
his passenger pegs where they should have 
been in the first place and can tailor their 
precise placement to the size of his passen- 
ger. For himself he has added highway pegs 
and anti-skid material from the boating in- 
dustry to keep his heels from marring the 
finish on the points and alternator covers. 
His dual horns came from the Pep Boys, 
cost about $15.50 and can wake the dead. 
His Flanders handlebar located the grips 
and hand controls 1%-in. to the rear and 
keeps Murphy's back from catching fire. 

Plus a host of other little changes that 
Jack feels improve the touring performance 
of his big Kawasaki. Like all long-distance 
buffs he lives in a very real world; as far 
as Murphy is concerned how things work 
is the solitary measure of their value. 

One last reminder: if you take your zip- 
back flash-bike out on the open road and 
happen to spot a rather pedestrian-looking 
Kawasaki, do not come to any hasty conclu- 
sions about what it appears to be. If you 
guess wrong chances are you'll become a 
twinkle in Jack Murphy's eye—and then a 
notch in his belt. © 


Don't be fooled by imita- 
tions. Some manufaturers 
can build systems that look 
almost 
as good 
as 
Hookers’. 
But they 
never 
copy the 
perform- 
ance. 
They just won't take the 
time and expense to follow 
Hooker's exacting standards 
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and 

con- 
struc- 
tion. 

It's 
Hooker's 
subtle 
differences that deliver per- 


design | 


iformance... real useable 


horsepower. No wonder 
Hooker's the most popular 
high performance exhaust 
system in the world. 


And all Hooker products 
are built for perform- 
ance, even their skate- 
board suspension sys- 
tem. That's right. With a 
simple adjustment, 
Hooker's suspension 
system can release the 
energy of a flex board or 
enforce the stability of 
a rigid board. Or, for the 
ultimate skateboard 
choose the fiberglass 
Hooker Tune Flex 
complete with double action trucks and urethane 
wheels. Hooker skateboards may not be available in 
your area yet. So order direct, sight unseen, and know 
you'll get the best just because it's from Hooker. y 
Em E EE ENS ME CES DEG RED UEM RSS DES GERD ND GEO GEO 
Yes, I want the best. Send me a Hooker. 
24" Hooker Tune Flex Board: c 
$58.40 Yellow: $59.40 Rainbow 
27" Hooker Tune Flex Board: 
$59.40 Yellow: $60.40 Rainbow 
$19.95 Suspension System 24" 27^ 


Undecided? Send $1.25 for information on all Hooker 
products My weight is. 


Patent Pending 


Name 
Address 
City State. Zip. 
Master Charge: ___BankAmericard 
Card # 


Signature 


Enclose check or money order payable to Hooker, 1032 
West Brooks St., Ontario, Calif. 91762. Freight included. 
California residents add 6% tax. Offer void where pro- 
hibited. Sorry, no C.O.D. 





Exp. Date. 













Increased use of 4-Cycle engines, 
higher horsepower, and added weight 
create a greater need for an efficient 
engine oil cooler for motorcycles. 


PROVEN BY THE 
RACING PROS... 


T-C Oil Coolers feature all-Aluminum 
construction, super-strong crushproof 
fins, and 50 inches of tubing making 8 
full passes through the cooler for maxi- 
mum cooling. Their one-piece 

tubing design, with no 
brazes, welds or soldered 
joints, eliminates the 
possibility of crack- 
ing and oil leakage. 


BIKES NEED 
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THE PERFORMANCE 
LEADERS FOR TOUR- 
ING...COMPETITION 
... OFF-ROAD 
Thermo-Chem Oil Cool- 
ers can take the heat and 
still withstand the vibration and de- 
mands imposed by extreme conditions. 


















THERMO-CHEM CORPN. 
MANUFACTURERS QUALITY COOLING SYSTEMS 


See your local dealer for T-C or GT Oil Coolers, 
or send $1.00 direct for new catalog. 








10516 East Pine, Dept. M (P.0. Box 15457) 
Tulsa, Okla. 74116 - Phone: 918-836-8841 





wheels 


The Shelby/Dowd precision cast aluminum 
wheel offers all the features of the standard 
Honda and Kawasaki spoke wheel including 
the use of stock discs on front and rear 
(750F Honda), dual front disc capability, 
stock width and diameter,* etc. All this plus: 

—the best look in the industry 

—use with tubeless tires 

—lighter weight for overall kit 

—conversion to rear disc brake (H/A) 

—no flex at high speeds 

—elimination of spoke maintenance 
All Shelby/Dowd wheels (except Kawa rear) 
are installed using your stock bearings, 
sprocket, spacers, axles, etc. New bearings 
and sprocket are supplied with the Kawa. All 
kits come complete with everything needed 
for installation. Write or telephone for further 
information. 


Complete kit (front wheel, rear wheel, and 
disc brake kit) ready to install. 


Sugg. Retail 
$319.50 
177.00 
389.50 


HONDA 500/550/750 
HONDA 750F 
KAWASAKI 750/900 


ALL INQUIRIES INVITED 


Shelby/Dowd industries, Inc. 
19021 So. Figueroa St. 
Gardena, Calif. 90248 

(213) 538-2914 


*16" x 3" rear available in 1976. 


Available direct from factory with immediate 
delivery. Send prepayment or will ship COD. 
Master Charge & BankAmericard. 

All orders FOB Gardena, Calif. 

—Calif. residents add 6% sales tax— 
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EDITORIAL ..... Continued from page 4 


people while you were riding yours, but the 
effect was a step-through in your neighbor's 
garage—where, after the new wore off, the 
dust piled up. People who bought the little 
bikes simply got tired of them and didn't 
buy any more. Some traded up to real mo- 
torcycles. The rest took up pocket billiards 
or bowling, and the result was the Great 
Crash of 1967. People who bought step- 
throughs theoretically should have been 
committed to them, if for no other reason 
than the registration and insurance and 
(later) licensing hassles they had to deal 
with. But commitment or no Americans got 
bored with the little motorcycles—just as 
they will, | fear, with Mopeds. 

There was much talk at the Symposium 
of good sense. In Europe and in Japan it 
makes sense, in terms of convenience and 
economy, to use Mopeds. Since good sense 
in this context relates to a balance between 
financial resources and necessary mobility, 
how sensible it would be to own a Moped 
in America remains moot. (Don't bother me 
with talk of conserving energy; the American 
idea in that regard is to encourage the other 
guy to buy a small car and turn his thermo- 
stat down.) As long as Americans cover the 
kinds of distances they cover, and have the 
kind of money they have for cars and gaso- 
line, and don't feel desperately insecure 
about their country or their future, then big 
four-wheelers trudging down big roads 
using big dollops of gas paid for out of big 
wallets will continue to make sense. 

College towns and bedroom communi- 
ties? Sure. Fit up your Moped with a little 
wire basket for books or light grocery shop- 
ping and have a ball. Until you need to get 
your Moped fixed, or until you become a 
grease-spot just below the hood ornament 
of a Chevrolet, or until the weather turns 
lousy—then it's back to the ol’ Estate Wagon, 
or Bass Weejuns. 

| could turn out to be really wrong about 
all this. Mopedagogues at the Symposium 
were consistent in their cautious belief that 
the time for Mopeds might be now. They 
anticipate further legislative relief that would 
make Mopeds easy to own in the other forty 
states, and it wouldn't hurt if there were 
suddenly another gas crisis. They feel that 
Americans may be growing sophisticated 
enough to accept visions of themselves on 
Mopeds. But I’m sure they recognize that 
big success is a hairline proposition; so 
many things have to go just right. Mopeds 
have to be seen as bicycles, but not so much 
so that their range and usefulness are re- 
stricted. They have to be mass-marketed, 
but service somehow must be provided. 
They have two wheels and engines, yet they 
must at all costs avoid the motorcycle con- 
nection. They must be presented as safe 
'n' sane, but somehow sporty and amusing. 
They must offer some degree of reliability 
but not cost too much. They have to avoid 
being labeled as dangerous while. being 
granted access to dangerous roads and 
circumstances. 

The cliché holds that there's no time like 
the present. Could it be that the present 
is no time for Mopeds? 

—Cook Neilson 
CYCLE 
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The “STRO 
Won’t Let You 
Down. 


The freon cell shock 
uses a freon charged 
gas cell to replace 
the air space 

found in all 

double walled 

shock absorbers. 





The freon cell 
virtually eliminates 
foaming, the prime 
cause of aeration and 
shock control. lag. 


For that next Moto 
put on the S&W 
freon cell shocks 
and save it. 


Ask your dealer 
for 
the “STROKER” 


TH SUSPENs M 


by Monroe 


or write: 
S&W Engineered Products 
Dept. Z-D 
P.O. Box 767 
Downey, CA 90241 
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BAJA 1000... Continued from page 42 


tomless sandwash), Bruce gradually picked 
up the pace until he was running full race 
speed about 40 miles out. At this point the 
remnants of broken race equipment in this 
very tough, very remote section caused Ogil- 
vie to call it the “biggest graveyard of race 
cars and bikes in Baja’s history.” He had, 
by now, already passed 30% of the 250cc 
bikes—all of which had broken. Suddenly 
Bruce erred again, missing a turn, exited 
off into the wilderness and became semi- 
permanently lodged in a thicket of dense 
brush. When his bike’s lights went out he 
was instantly blind (no moon that night), 
and, after picking himself up, Bruce had to 
hunt for the course road and a path back 
to it. After finding the road, he marked a 
path to the bike and backed out, following 
his boot marks. 

At an emergency gas pit for motorcycles, 
80 miles from Inez, Bruce discovered he was 
only the third 250 to arrive. At the next 
Check Point, where Ogilvie turned the bike 
over to Bob Rutten, they were suddenly 
running second 250—with six hours of 
down-time. Within 50 miles Rutten passed 
the leader, lady motorcyclist Lynn Wilson, 
and eased into a class win in 24 hours, 25 





minutes. Four of the thirteen 250cc class 
entries finished. 

Only once has a motorcycle won a Baja 
1000 overall. That occurred in 1968, with 
a factory-backed SL 350 twin out of Long 
Beach Honda with Larry Bergquist and Gary 
Preston riding. In one other Long Beach 
Honda and Honda factory effort, Bill Sil- 
verthorne and Gene Fetty won the 1972 Baja 
500 (first overall motorcycle) on an oversized 
XL 250. The overall win this year by Al Baker 
and Gene Cannady was Long Beach 
Honda’s third Baja victory. The bike was a 
402cc XL 350 single in a C&J frame with 
S&W suspension and one of the very trick 
300-watt factory lighting systems. 

Going into the 1000, the favorites for first 
motorcycle had been Mitch Mayes and A.C. 
Bakken on their distributor-sponsored 360 
Husqvarna Mikkola bike. Mitch is unques- 
tionably the country’s fastest cross-country 
desert racer, and A.C. is hardly a slouch, 
having won the 1974 Baja 500 overall. Their 
bike would run as fast in fifth gear as Baker’s 
Honda would in top. 

The race between the Husky and Honda 
was uneventful up to the 400-mile mark. 
Mitch and A.C. had a 20-minute lead on 
Cannady and Baker—a safe advantage if no 
problems occurred. The first mishap 
dropped down on Mitch after dark, when 
one of the electrical connections snapped 
in two, severing the power source to the 
headlight. Unable to find the break, he rode 
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NEW TRACK PROVEN 






SCAVANGE PIPES 


e Equal length head pipes 

e Triple cone megaphone design 

e 25% Power increase 

e Total service accessability 
without removing pipes. 

e Complete heliarc construction 


















Performance beyond com- 
parison. Sets the standards for 
power and quality on the Z-1. 







Send *2°° for Complete Catalog! 


DENCO PERFORMANCE 


4480 E ENTERPRISE ST. DEPT. C 
Fremont Calif 94538°(415) 656-0424 






HIGH PERFORMANCE PARTS 


“Home of the worlds fastest triples’’ 
including the 9 Second Pro-Bike 


SILENCED 
EXPANSION 
CHAMBERS 


e Competition provén 


e Slip joint and spring 
mounting flangles 


e Dual mounting | 
brackets 


e Widest 
power 
band 
possible 


/ If it 

doesn't 

say DENCO 

it isn't- the 

chamber that has 

~ broken more AHRA 

Records than all other 
brands combined . 


Send :2? for Complete Catalog! 


DENCO PERFORMANCE 


4480 E ENTERPRISE ST. DEPT. C 
Fremont Calif 94538¢(415) 656-0424 
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Pewter Buckles (with solid brass hooks to insure 
maximum durability and guaranteed not to break 
off) Curved to fit the contour of your waist. 


Any Pewter Buckle $490 


3/$10.00 
Specify Either Antique Solid Pewter (Silver) 
or Antique Brass Finish (Gold). 

Genuine leather belts (black or brown) $5.00 
134" width, oil tanned & waxed (sizes 26-46) 
Add 50€ for postage & handling for each 

item ordered. 

Color Catalogue of over 250 Styles $1.00 
ALL BUCKLES FIT ANY 132" to 2” BELT 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY SEND POSTAL MONEY ORDER. 


Send To: Alliance American Antique Corp. 
P.O. Box 713, Dept MC-8 Midtown Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 10018 
— — — — Money Back Guarantee — — — — 


l N.Y. Residents Add 7% Sales Tax. MC-8 | 

| Enclosed $ ___ [J Check [.] M.O. Model po c 
[orem 

| Address | 

[eCity c eeu A State ip 
O Master Charge [] Diners [] American Exp. | 
Interbank = Card = 

lerenatire 











miles in the dark before reaching the Punta 
Prieta highway crossing, 465 miles down the 
course. There Team Husky mechanic Dean 
Goldsmith jerry-rigged the connection to- 
gether and drove down the highway to meet 
Mitch at Check Four in El Crucero. When 
Mitch pulled in, the light from Cannady's 
three 100-watt quartz flame-throwers could 
be seen approaching in the distance. Mayes, 
Bakken and Goldsmith spent a few minutes 
splicing the broken connector, and Mitch 
pulled out as Cannady pulled in. Al Baker 
took over the Honda, gassed, lubed the 
chain, adjusted one light and left 45 seconds 
later. Baker was confident that his superior 
lighting (the Husky runs one 55-watt light) 
would give him an eventual edge 

Mayes stayed ahead of Baker into Gon- 
zaga Bay (40 miles) and through the treach- 
erous rocks before Puertecitos—where the 
riders encountered a wind storm. Al was 
blown off his bike on one of the rock ridges, 
and broke his right light. Out of Puertecitos, 
Baker came up on Mayes to pass when a 
flying stone from the Husky's rear tire broke 
his center light. Baker backed off for the 
next twenty miles, keeping Mayes in view. 
The next time he tried to pass, Mayes was 
riding crouched over the handlebars and 
holding the headlight lens in his left hand. 

Baker knew it would take some time for 
the Husky pits (at the next gas stop in San 
Felipe) to replace Mitch's quartz lamp, so 
he let Mayes ride in on the Honda's light. 
After a 43-second pit stop, Baker left San 
Felipe with a comfortable lead, one head- 
light and 130 miles to go. 

On the final turn of the race, only a half- 
mile from the finish line, a protruding branch 
smashed Al's last operating light. When it 
broke the quartz bulb, the sudden unres- 
tricted current surge went straight to the 
battery—the charging system's shunt. Within 
seconds the battery exploded and brought 
the Honda to a dark and quiet halt. Al per- 
suaded some nearby Mexicans to shine their 
car lights down the road and he coasted, 
then pushed, across the finish line— 
hopefully first overall. Baker had to wait for 
the first four-wheeler to arrive (they started 
one hour behind the motorcycles) to be 
assured of an overall victory. 

Al had the motorcycle win sewn up—but 
one SCORE official told Al he wasn't going 
to allow his finish because the bike didn't 
cross the finish line under its own power. 
Al was stunned, but recalled the controver- 
sial Baja 500 when the overall winner (a 
single-seater) was pushed ten miles to the 
finish line. 

When Malcolm Smith came in, he was 
a distant 34 minutes behind Baker in total 
elapsed time. The same SCORE official in- 
formed Malcolm that he was the first overall 
vehicle, and told him, “I’m not going to let 
a #%&@*$%# motorcycle beat you." 
Fortunately, SCORE's President, Sal Fish, 
was present and made the overriding deci- 
sion to give Baker and Cannady their well- 
deserved win. Gene and Al won $7100 for 
their 18-hour, 22-minute ride. 

The rest of the motorcycle finishers 
dragged in from one to 20 hours after the 
leaders—each with equally incredible tales. 
As for the ones that didn't make it at all, 
it was a long, lonely, cold night in Baja. € 
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CAN-AM .......... Continued from page 48 


of the frame, and plans for a 55-watt quartz 
light set aside. Before the engine and elec- 
trical system arrived | purchased a new Cibie 
Super Oscar and three 100 watt quartz 
iodine elements. 

Another last-minute change was the sub- 
stitution of the new Marzocchi ZTi fork for 
the well-used Betor. | knew nothing of the 
Marzocchi, but had heard a number of 
top-flight competitors rave about its perfor- 
mance. Jess Thomas helped with the con- 
version by removing the Marzocchi steering 
stem and replacing it with the Betor/Can- 
Am post, which had to be used because 
Can-Am's steering head incorporates the 
stem as the inside race for the bearings. 

When the six-speed GP engine arrived, 
four days remained until departure time. The 
engine was stuffed in the chassis— 
unchecked. The new Bosch electrical sys- 
tem was installed (with a lighter flywheel), 
and the Cibie bolted on. Kerker Exhaust 
hand-made a beautiful light-guard which 
both provided protection and allowed for 
pivoting of the lamp, up and down, to suit 
the terrain and speed. The Baja/Can-Am 
was loaded and we sped off for Ensenada. 

The day before tech inspection and im- 
pound, Lyle Taylor, J.C. Ray, Kem Park and 
| went out for a 75 mile break-in and shake- 
down ride. The jetting was set. Lyle and | 
tried some 90 Ib./in. shock springs, then 
went back to the 80s. The light was tested 
during the four-hour ride and never so much 
as blinked. Everything seemed set with one 
exception—brakes. The front binder wasfine 
but the rear was awful. No matter how hard 
we mashed down on the lever the reaction 
was the same—slow and soggy. Just as a 
test | tried extending the brake wire's work- 
ing length by putting a master link between 
the lever pivot and the ferrule. Instantly there 
was all the rear brake we wanted. The prob- 
lem had been caused by the rear adjusting 
nut on the wire bottoming on the brake hub 
retaining boss. 

The next morning the Baja/Can-Am was 
pushed through tech inspection and into 
impound. | sped off in the spare-parts truck 
200 miles down the peninsula to wait for 
Lyle. On race day, the following afternoon, 
Lyle came into the Arenoso pit, about 220 
miles down the race course, running fourth 
in class. He was riding a steady, conservative 
race. Both he and the Can-Am were dirty 
but unscathed. 

| got on the bike after the two-minute pit 
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Everything you need to know | peg. 42° 


about CB is in this new book 
by Radio Shack! 





ALL ABOUT oiim 
CB T Q-WAY RADIO 






s 
e pata gage V 6 etit 
a agens Pr d ay 1980 o 








m INO STAPF o 116 PAGE e 178 EON 


gene íLí L là à ví 


Contents Include 
e Types of radios e Antenna facts 


e Methods of installing equipment 
e How it works e Distance e Rules 
e FCC offices e CB slang e Glossary 
e “10” Signals e More! 
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Special Introductory Offer! 


Our just-published 116-page CB 
pocket-size book is available now 
at Radio Shack stores at a 
“give-away” price of just 256, prior 
to its listing in our catalog at $1.25. 
If you're into CB 2-way radio or 
getting in (as who isn't!) you'll] want 
this book to avoid costly errors. 


Edited by the folks who started our 


famous Realistic? CB line in 1959, 


its authoritative and very easy to 
read. 9 chapters. Over 100 pictures. 
Written for laymen. None sent by 


mail. * Get your copy for 25€ by 


bringing this ad to any nearby 
participating Radio Shack store or 
dealer TODAY! 


LEADING THE WAY IN 


CB SINCE 1959 
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ABOUT YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 


Your subscription to CYCLE is 
maintained on one of the world's 
most modern, efficient computer 
Systems, and if you're like 9996 of 
our subscribers, you'll never have 
any reason to complain about your 
subscription service. 

We have found that when com- 
plaints do arise, the majority of them 
occur because people have written 
their names or addresses differently 
at different times. For example, if 
your subscription were listed under 
"William Jones, Cedar Lane, Mid- 
dletown, Arizona," and you were to 
renew it as "Bill Jones, Cedar Lane, 
Middletown, Arizona," our computer 
would think that two separate sub- 
Scriptions were involved, and it 
would start sending you two copies 
of CYCLE each month. Other exam- 
ples of combinations of names that 
would confuse the computer would 
include: John Henry Smith and 
Henry Smith; and Mrs. Joseph Jones 
and Mary Jones. Minor differences 
in addresses can also lead to dif- 
ficulties. For example, to the com- 
puter, 100 Second St. is not the same 
as 100 2nd St. 

So, please, when you write us 
about your subscription, be sure to 
enclose the mailing label from the 
cover of the magazine—or else copy 
your name and address exactly as 
they appear on the mailing label. 
This will ‘greatly reduce any chance 
of error, and we will be able to ser- 
vice your request much more 
quickly. ` 
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SERVICE 
DIVISION 


FREE ES s 


Includes a wide variety of products associ- 
ated with the special interests of readers of 
Ziff-Davis magazines — Psychology Today, 
Popular Photography, Stereo Review, Popular 
Electronics, Boating, Flying, Car and Driver, 
Cycle, Skiing. 


Send for your free catalog today. 









Consumer Service Division, 
595 Broadway, 


New York, N.Y. 10012 


for 
positive 


The unbeatable = 
spark plug = 
wi connectors 
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Our 1976 all-new mail order catalog is the 
most complete catalog of parts, accesso- 
ries, performance equipment, tools and 
clothing for custom, street, competition 
and dirt bikes. The 1976 motorcylist's 
catalog is just the very best mail order 
catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3 — 4 weeks for delivery 


Please enclose $1.50 for postage 
and handling for APO; FPO and 
foreign countries. 





ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 


ee ZIP 


«E C 515 N. Victory Blvd., 
Burbank, Ca., 91502 
UNWENEER — (213 849-7295 


stop and aimed south for Check Point Three 
at Rancho Santa Inez. | was so hyped-up 
that the first thing | did was over-cook the 
second turn. Off | went into some horri- 
ble-looking rocks and a rain ditch. There 
was no question that both the Can-Am and 
| would eat it. But we didn't. 

Back on the road | eased off on the 
throttle, realizing that the bike's suspension 
was working so much better and smoother 
than before that | was going significantly 
faster than | had in the 500. 

The rider ahead of me had a five- or 
six-minute lead: around four miles. | wasn't 
anticipating catching him, and settled into 
a safe pace. But catch him | did. We got 
into some twisty stuff, | dropped the Can-Am 
into fourth and zap! | blew past him on the 
inside of a 150? turn in less than a heartbeat. 

In just a few more minutes another dust 
clowd appeared. Again | was up on the rider 
and past in a flash. | had never felt so 
confident on a motorcycle in my life. Every- 
thing was working flawlessly. Almost without 
warning | was into Santa Inez—much sooner 
than | had expected. After 75 miles, only 
my throttle hand had started to tire. 

The bike was gassed, chain lubed and 
oil tank filled. Lyle took over and | drove 
80 miles down the highway to wait for him 
at Check Point Four at El Crucero. | didn't 
know it, but our race was over. About ten 
miles out of Inez, in a wretched bottomless 
sandwash, the engine overheated and 
seized. The seizure wasn't severe, but the 
ring stuck in its groove and the engine 
refused to start. 





By the time | heard about it and returned 
to Inez with the spare truck, we were almost 
five hours back of the leader—or so we 
thought. As it turned out, we had had a 
three hour lead on the eventual 250cc class 
winner at Santa Inez. But it wouldn't have 
made any difference—there was no way of 
getting to the Can-Am quickly. 

When | brought the bike back home I 
looked for every possible mechanical cause 
for the seizure. It had been running so well 
just before it stuck—probably too well. Ev- 
erything was in order—no ignition failure, 
no dirt in the carburetor, no air leaks, noth- 
ing. The jetting simply went lean. The com- 
bination of the deep sand overworking the 
engine and a substantial increase in air 
density led to excess heat and a steadily 
leaner fuel to air ratio. The fault was clearly 
mine—jetting too close to the edge. 

What the hell: just another lesson, just 
more experience. Besides, the failure in Baja 
was far overshadowed by the success of 
the Can-Am as a project bike—the fastest, 
the best-suspended, the smoothest and the 
most comfortable cross-country bike l've 
ever ridden. e 











TWO YEARS IN A ROW! 


THE ISLAND, 1975 


The Isle of Man has always been a tough proving 
ground for motorcycles, requiring a well bal- 
anced combination of power, handling and 
braking. In other words, it takes “The Compleat 
Motorcycle". Yoshimura equipped Honda 500 
fours have taken the 500 production class two 
years in a row. Combining the best handling 
Japanese bike around with the performance of 
Pops Yoshimura's engine parts not only pro- 
duced a well balanced combination, it produced 


The whoop-dee-doo | 


It starts when your 
bike’s suspension begins to 


wobble. 


secure axle nuts, shock 
mounts, fork assemblies 


loosen up from constant 
shock and vibration. Hand- 
ling gets tougher and you 
lose more and more con- 
trol after each jump. 

You can eliminate 
wobble due to loose parts 
and restore your bike’s 
performance by using 
high strength Lock N’ 
Seal® (red) 2214 to 





LOCTITE. 


Loctite Corporation 4 
Newington, CT 06111 , 
Loctite Canada Ltd. & 
Mississauga, Ontario - 
L4X 2E6 

















and handle bar clamps. 

Regular Lock N’ Seal (blue) 

2114 works great on less 

demanding connections like 

brake anchors, exhaust flan- 
ges and fender braces. 

Ask for both wherever 
motorcycles and ac- 
cessories are sold and 

do the whoop-dee-doo 

e without the 
(f. wobble. 








an unbeatable one. Catalog $1.00. 
YOSHIMURA R&D 


5517 Cleon Ave. North Hollywood CA (213) 985-2331 








KAWASAKI ... Continued from page 35 


slower increase in effectiveness as you 
squeezed harder, and finally a big surge 
toward lockup when you tried a maximum 
effort. And the feel at the lever was discon- 
certingly spongy. Although the '76 calipers 
and their mountings are new parts, and 
there’s been plenty of experimenting with 
pad materials, the fundamental brake char- 
acteristics haven’t changed—they’re magni- 
fied, twice-size, by the LTD’s dual-disc 
setup. The disc rear brake uses the same 
caliper, and if its action is more solid than the 
alternative drum brake, you pay for it in 
touchiness. Here again, what appears to be 
an improvement really is just a difference. 
The LTD's handling? That is an improve- 
ment... and up to a point. There's nothing 
much wrong with its around-town behavior, 
and the LTD does have a much better ride 
quality than that of the stiff-legged animal 
you had in the Kawasaki Z-1. A better fork 





DWN 


and softer springs on the rear shocks have 
done that much for the bike. Also, if you find 
a quiet stretch of swoopy-swervy and ride 
the LTD at about 80-percent of a white- 
knuckle effort you'd be willing to swear by at 
least a majority of the Twelve Apostles that 
its handling is a big improvement over the 
Z-1. At that level, the rigidity of the cast 
wheels, the large contact patch laid down by 
the rear tire, and the well-damped rear sus- 
pension do make it steadier than the Z-1; the 
LTD probably stands in about the same 
relationship with the new KZ900. But when 
the LTD is crowded really hard, when you try 
for that last 20-percent, its Z-1 origins come 
to the fore. You couldn't call what it does 
treacherous, as the threshold of instability is 
predictable; but the bike will, if pressed, 
produce wobbles of a magnitude sufficient 
to bring most riders a sensory red-alert. The 
LTD is no worse in this regard than many 
other big bikes, is better than most, but its 
sheer speed sometimes gets the better of its 
sense of direction. 

Kawasaki's development engineers de- 
serve an award for their success in quelling 
the 903 four's once-gnawing vibration. In- 
line fours have an uncompensated second- 
ary imbalance that makes them natural pro- 
ducers of a high-frequency buzz. The early 
Z-1s would blur like a tuning fork at crank 
speeds above 4000 rpm, and that was a 
major flaw. Last year's Z-1B was smoother, 
but to the extent that an airplane with a 
propeller tip snapped off is smoother than 
one with an entire blade missing. Somehow, 
and nobody at American Kawasaki could tell 
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P.O. Box 484 
(512) 723-0287 


Tour Master is proud to introduce its new MOTION TRENDS fairing. This is the most complete fairing on the market 
today with all options included at the very competitive price of $199.95. MOTION TRENDS is the best constructed 
and best designed frame mounted fairing available anywhere. Safety as well as styling went into the development 

of this totally new fairing. 


Laredo, TX 78040 


e Made from fiberglass not plastic. Strong hand laminated fiberglass is used throughout. This is the most costly 

but strongest method of construction e Gel-coat for long lasting scratch and chip proof finish. Can be 

cleaned or polished using any type of solvent or cleaner e Extra heavy duty welded steel constructed 
frame mount. e Coverage to below the knees. 


A. Clear plexiglass windshield: 3/16'' thick. Meets all D.O.T. standards (avail- 


able tinted). 
B. Snap vents: increase rider comfort. 


C. Turn signals: built in to meet the new D.O.T. standard which calls for 
120 visibility. This is the only fairing now offering this safety feature. Sig- 
nal lights are also equipped with a double filament bulb harness which 
also allows for running lights as well as turn signals. 
D. Pre-installed Motorcycle Headlight: 50 watt high beam, 40 watt 
low beam. 
E. Nylon Windshield Screws: no rattle or cracks as with metal screws. 
F. Side Mount Reflectors: for greater safety. 
G. Wiring Harness: built in with quick disconnect plug. 
H. Fiberglass Edge Mold: unlike vinyl edge mold fiberglass 
will not deteriorate or lift. 
I. Locking Storage Compartments: MOTION TRENDS is the 
only fairing with uniform, form fitting, fiberglass storage 
covers with key locks. Two compartments large enough to 
hold quarts of oil, gloves, tools, maps, clothing, etc. 
A TOUR MASTER P.O. Box 484, Laredo, TX 78040 
| Send me MOTION TRENDS. | enclose c-2 
$199.95 Check or M.O. and $14.95 for 
the bracket mounting kit circled: 
Suzuki 380, 550, 750, Kawasaki 900, KZ400, 
Honda 1000, 750, 550, 500T, 360, BMW, 
Yamaha 500, 650, Moto Guzzi 850 
Specify black or white fairing. 

















MOTION TRENDS in Black or White 


for 
Honda 1000, 750, 550, 500T, 360 4 
Kawasaki 900, KZ400 y 
Suzuki 750, 550, 380 

Yamaha 500, 650 

Moto Guzzi 850 

BMW 


Name 





E Address 





INQUIRIES INVITED City State 


Zip 
No COD. Tex. Res. add 5% sales tax. 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE ad 
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THE SAFETY 
OF THE 
CONTINENTAL TWINS 
IS PRICELESS. 


Introducing the Continental TWINS. 

The new RB 2 front tire and K 142 rear tire. 
Made to control the brute power of 

today's Superbikes and made to last longer. 


After months of testing, on dry pavements and in pouring 
rain, Continental's engineers have created a new generation of 
perfectly attuned front and rear Superbike tires. The K 112 is 
made to effectively transmit the brute power of today's Superbikes; 
the RB 2 is made to brake this brute power quickly and safely. 
Together they control it. 

Born in Germany, the TWINS 
were designed for Europe's 
unlimited autobahn speeds, 
and winding, often rainswept 
country roads. 

Their advanced concept 
gives them unequalled roadhold- 
ing and stability. The tracking 
shoulder eliminates dangerous 
aquaplaning and “warns” you 
before breaking away. 

A new rubber compound, 
developed by Continental, 
makes all this possible. What's 
more, this new compound 
increases the TWINS' life- 
span significantly. 

For exira safety, all 
Continental TWINS are 
individually factory tested 
and pre-balanced for perfect 
roundness and true running. | 

So, don’t spoil the sense in 
of freedom you get from Eb 
superbiking, by settling for 
imitation "speed" tires, when 
you can enjoy the safety of 
the Continental TWINS. 





@ntinental | 


The Superbike Tire Company 


Conti Rubber Products, Inc. PBe RONN LIRE GAAS ee 
Carteret, New Jersey 07008 (plus other sizes) (plus other sizes) 
The Continental Twins— 


Certified for 130 mph sustained speed. : 
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us what has been done, the vibration prob- 
lem has been solved. The LTD, and pre- 
sumably the new KZ900-A4, simply do not 
havethat old and un-fondly remembered Z-1 
buzz. Its ghost is there, at very high engine 
speeds, with full throttle, but when running 
at anything less than full bellow the LTD 
stays very smooth. This welcome refinement 
is not, of course, a special feature of the LTD 
and for that reason cannot be counted as 
virtue lending specific appeal. 

When you get right down to hard realities, 
and eschewing intangibles like the bike's 
putative mystique, the LTD takes your 
money and gives you a KZ900-A4 with cast- 
alloy wheels, good shocks and a fat rear tire. 
Whether that's worth the $800.00 price dif- 
ferential will be determined by the mar- 
ketplace (which, for all we know, may be 
awash in people who are irresistibly drawn 
by intangibles and loathe realities of any 
sort). Part of the LTD package does make 
the bike work better: the cast wheels seem 
to sharpen its handling (though the rudimen- 
tary drive cushion at the rear hub accentu- 
ates the evils of the KZ900's transmission 
back-lash), and the rear tire promises im- 
provements in traction and service life. And 
an LTD with an equally soft, conventionally- 
shaped seat, a bigger fuel tank and a better 
(if less stylish) handlebar would be a fear- 
somely effective town-and-country stormer. 

We would even venture to say that the 
LTD's cast wheels and that big rear tire 
represent the wave of motorcycling's future. 
They work. But the most that can be said for 
those bits of the LTD that have been "styled" 
is that they trail off to one side of the wave of 
the present. If enough people can see past 
the cosmetics that lend the LTD its timid 
swagger and come to an appreciation of the 
part that's real, we'll be enjoying the benefits 
of LTD-inspired shocks, wheels and tire 
combinations long after the bike's look has 
gone the way of Nehru suits and "Nixon's 
The One" bumper stickers. 

What the Kawasaki LTD does well, it does 
because, behind the stylists' With-It treat- 
ment it's just a further refinement of the 
Kawasaki Z-1 . . . the once; present and 
future King of Superbikes. True, the LTD's 
seat is in some ways more comfortable than 
the standard item, but it and the pulled-back 
handlebar, like the short-range fuel tank, do 
not so much broaden the basic Z-1 ca- 
pabilities as they restrict the bike's highway 
usefulness. There's some difference in 
looks, and feel, but the LTD is still a Z-1 (or a 
KZ900-A4, if you prefer the present designa- 
tion) and it does all the Z-1 things—the 
significant difference being that it makes you 
uncomfortable doing some of them. © 





TIPS: uoi Continued from page 24 


of course have known better than to do what 
| did. It won't happen to me ever again. But 
| don’t want it to happen to others. VII tell 
Now for a hint: what are the most danger- 
ous moving parts on the outside of a motor- 
cycle? Right! you guessed it! The rear wheel 
and chain! Get the picture? | urge all readers 
and motorcyclists everywhere to never, ever 
attempt to wipe excess oil from a chain while 
the wheel is being turned by engine power. 
This happened to me under idle power, in 
first gear, while working on a 100cc two- 
stroke. In my case, the doctors managed 
to save the thumb. Please be aware! 
Andy Lampenfeld 
Sunnyvale, California 


GLASS WITH CLASS 

With so much plastic and fiberglass now 
being used in motorcycle fenders, side- 
covers, fairings and fuel tanks, we're going 
to find ourselves repairing these materials. It 
isn't difficult, or expensive, if you know what 
you're doing. You can get both mat and 
woven fiberglass, polyester resin, and MEK 
(methylethylketone) catylist at any boatyard 
and most hardware stores. 

First, you should know that fiberglass 
resin is hardened by a chemical reaction 
initiated by the MEK catylist. The reaction 
generates heat, which hastens the reaction 
and produces even more heat, etc., etc., and 
if you use too much catylist you'll be faced 
with a runaway situation. At best there'll be 
cracking of the resin and a weakened struc- 
ture; at worst, a smoking fire. 

With the above in mind it should be ob- 
vious that repairs should be made in a well- 
ventilated area, and the proportioning of 
resin and MEK very carefully measured. You 
have to adjust the percentage of MEK down- 
ward for thick-patch repairs, as heat builds 
up inside the resin and speed the reaction. 
For patches more than a quarter-inch thick, 
add four to six drops of MEK to each ounce 
of resin; thinner patches should get six to ten 
drops per ounce. These proportions are for 
an air temperature of 70°F. Reduce the 
MEK by two drops for every ten degrees 
above the 70° standard; add two drops of 
MEK for each ten-degree step below. 

Use a pin to make an opening in the 
MEK bottle, as that will help prevent extra 
drops of catylist in the resin when you 
don’t want them. You can mix the resin 
and MEK in a paper cup, but don't try to 
get fancy and use styrofoam cups as 
these will be melted by the resin. 

A common kind of repair is one in which 
the fiberglass was hit hard, and the resin 
shattered into a maze of spiderweb frac- 
tures, but the part is still in one piece. You 
start this job by picking out all the loose 
surface pieces, then sand heavily with a 
coarse sandpaper. Prop the part in a 
position that has the fractured area 
straight up, so the tendency of resin to 
wander will be minimized. You can also 
make a masking-tape dam. 


After this first finished-surface coating 
of resin has cured you'll have to put a 
strengthening patch on the opposite, un- 
finished side of the part. Start by sanding, 
and rough an area twice the size of the 
APRIL 1976 





Keep Smiling 


Once you get inside Bell's new MotoStar Helmet, you'll know why it's 
the slickest item to hit the dirt since knobby tires. And if the dirt happens to 
hit you, you'll have extra protection for your winning smile. 

The MotoStar takes a solid one-piece fiberglass shell and adds an impact- 
absorbing foam liner, thickly padded for comfort and protection. The 
full-coverage style with extra facial protection is built up around the nose 
to help defend against flying rocks and debris. 

Other features include AMA approval for competition, 13 individual sizes 
for a perfect fit, and a widened view space large enough for goggles. 
Available in yellow or white with matching Duckbill? Visor. 

Get hold of this helmet for your next dirt trip. 

Even if you happen to unload, you'll 
probably come up smiling. 


Bell 
MotoStar 


THE HEADPROTECTORS 


f 





Bell Helmets Inc. — member of AMA, MIC and the Safety Helmet Council of America. 
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The Dayton. - 


| enewname fora new 
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Somewhat Sensuous. 


Introducing The Daytona, a frame-mounted fairing that will totally 
change the American touring scene. A fairing that will give you a 
smooth, effortless, controlled ride like you've never experienced 
before. A fairing that penetrates the wind rather than pushes it. 


Somewhat sensuous? Yes, but with a durability that lasts and 
lasts. The Daytona, a companion that will be with you mile after 


carefree mile. 
The Daytona. 


; ; : anew name jor a new era 
write for further information and the dealer nearest you: 


Meyer Plastics, Inc. e 5101 East 65th Street e Indianapolis, IN 46220 € 317-259-4131 
In Canada: PDQ Motorcycle Accessories e Ontario 


CIRCLE NO. 58 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


KAWASAKI OWNERS! 


We have a complete new line of quality 
touring accessories that are guaranteed 
to fit your motorcycle! 













Sissy Bars 
Front & Rear Safety Bars 7s 
Luggage Racks t 
Passenger Back Rests , 
Cooling Shrouds 
Exhaust Systems 
These items are available 


for all Kawasaki street 
models. 






When it comes to the finest in quality Touring - 

Accessories for the complete line of Kawasaki 
Street Motorcycles, the folks at Bill Wirges, - 
Inc. are serious about what they do. In fact, 
“it has to fit, it has to work, and ithas to last: 
or we're not interested in building it. 


Send for new catalog. 


ES pi — 
——Wirges 


Box 394 Rural Route #2, e Princeton. Illinois 61356 e 815/875-3354 
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damaged spot. Then brush the area 
you've sanded with resin and apply your 
first layer of cloth or mat fiberglass, which 
should be trimmed to a size larger than 
the damaged spot but smaller than the 
area you've just sanded and pained with 
resin. Drop the patch in place, and brush 
on more resin, working it into the patch 
until the fiberglass is soaked completely 
through. If you get a white (dry) spot that 
won't saturate, you've got a bubble and 
the fiberglass should be slit with a razor 
blade to let the air escape. Finally, when 
the resin has cured enough to be tacky, 
add a second patch over the first, making 
it large enough to cover the entire area. 

When you have a hole punched through 
the part to be repaired, file, sand or grind 
until the fractured section is gone and the 
edges of the hole have been extended out 
into solid material. Then feather the hole's 
edges, thin to thick, on the unfinished side 
of the part. Tape a piece of paper over the 
hole, from the back side, and give it a coat 
of resin. After that stiffening coat has 
hardened, add more resin on the finished 
side of the part to restore the original 
surface contour and finish the job with a 
multi-layer patch over the paper behind 
the hole—following the same procedures 
as before. 

If the fiberglass part has been broken in 
large pieces you sand the areas to be 
joined, then tape and/or jig (with sticks, 
cardboard or whatever) everything into 
alignment. Repairs are again made by 
beginning with the finished surface. 

Getting a good finish on the finished 
surface is mostly a matter of carefully 
sanding the hardened resin to shape, 
priming, more sanding, and painting. A 
lacquer sanding sealer will fill minor im- 
perfections. For major imperfections use 
Bondo, which is worked in much the same 
way as a resin/MEK mixture. The dif- 
ference is that Bondo is a creamy white 
and the catylist is colored, and you do the 
proportioning based on the mix's color. 
The more color you see the faster the 
Bondo will cure, and temperature has the 
same effect as in the case of resin. That is 
to say, the Bondo cures faster on a warm 
day—and thick sections faster than thin 
ones. Don't try to make the Bondo cure 
too fast, as it will shrink. 

Wear industrial rubber gloves, or their 
near equivalent, when working with these 
resins. Many people suffer skin reactions 
from exposure to polyester resins, and 
even those not naturally sensitive to this 
kind of synthetic tend to become sen- 
sitized after long exposure. You can use 
acetone or lacquer thinner and rags for 
clean-up chores. Don't buy anything fan- 
cier than the cheapest available nylon 
brushes for applying the resin, because 
you won't be able to clean a brush for re- 
use. Work carefully, but quickly, because 
although resin curing times vary a batch 
begins to harden the moment MEK is 


added. 
Tod Blair 


Niles, Ohio 


Adaress all correspondence to Cook Neil- 

son,’ "Tips," CYCLE Magazine, 780-A Lake- 

field Rd., Westlake Village, Ca. 91361. 
CYCLE 


IT’S A GREAT LIFE 


KEEP IT THAT WAY 
with ARTHUR FULMER 


Premium Quality Safety Helmets 


We make them for people who look for quality 
before price. Because they put safety first. 
And we display them only where it makes the 
most sense for you to shop. Your local 
motorcycle dealer — where expert guidance 
and concern for your safety is what it’s all about. 


HE: FULMER 
do Monroa. Memphis, Tenn. 


Member, Safety Helmet Council of America 
CIRCLE NO. 22 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





In wheels, « 
as with any 
ou either set 
e standard * 
—or take a 


back seat. 


Hopefully, your motorcycle isn’t 


as out-of- 


They're perfectly OK, you Say... 
those wire spoke wheels with tube- 


type tires. Nothing wrong with them. 


True. But... 

Have you ever stopped to think 
about what's not right with them— 
or never will be?...That wheels 
basically haven’t changed in over 
seven decades, while innumerable 
advances have been made on 
motorcycles? 

..And that by now, someone 
should have perfected a practical 
wheel system that’s dramatically, 
demonstrably better? 

Well, someone has. 

A motorcycle enthusiast with a 
worldwide reputation for precision 
alloy casting and engineering 
innovations. Tom Lester. 


The Lester Wheel System. 
The Lester Wheel System offers 
tomorrow’s advantages today. 


In a few years, all motorcycles will 


ate as the wheels it came with. 


have cast wheels and tubeless tires 
as original factory equipment. It's 
gonna happen! 

Why? Because only a cast wheel 
can accept a tubeless tire. Anda 
tubeless tire tracks truer than a tube- 
type: Provides less unsprung 
weight. Improves handling. Runs 
cooler. Balances better. 

Tubeless tires are still a short time 
off. But you can enjoy all the 
performance benefits of cast wheels 

now. And the 
Lester Wheel 
System lets you 
put on tube-type 
tires for a better 
ride today. 
Then, when 
tubeless tires 
become gener- 
ally available, 
you'll be all set 
to take advan- 
tage of them! 


You'll be way ahead of the game. 


The Lester Wheel. 

The wheel: Quite simply, it's the 
strongest there is, surviving torture 
tests that destroy any other wheel, 
cast or spoke. 

An incredible amount of 
engineering ingenuity and research 
has gone into it right from the start. 

The metal is a very lightweight 
and heat-treated-for-strength 
aluminum alloy, A356-T6. 

The I-beam cross-section 
configuration of the seven spokes 
provides the most strength for the 
least weight, too. 

Lester casts its wheel in two parts. 
The hub. And the wheel itself. How 
come? Because there is no one- 
piece casting technique for wheels 
that isn't a compromise with quality 
—and Lester standards have no 
room for compromise. 

The two parts are then elec- 





tronically argon-welded together 
to form a single integrated unit. 

Chances are, you'll never need a 
wheel this tough. But it's nice to 
know it's there. 


A word about quality control. 

As the Lester wheel was being 
developed, it was subjected to a 
broad scope of demanding tests that 
checked and double-checked every 
design añd performance detail. 

Included were tests for static 
leakage, deformation, burst, radial 
load, impact resistance and roll 
integrity. 

Needless to say, there were road 
tests, too—because things happen 
differently in the world outside a 
laboratory. 

But all this was just a prelude of 
more tests to come. Every Lester 
wheel made has to pass stringent 
Zyglo® tests. Any one that doesn’t 
pass is scrapped—then and there! 


Quick and simple installation. assembled, too. lt even'includes an 
You can have Lester wheels on your integral brake drum:No need to 
bike in just a couple of hours. You convert to disc brake if your bike 
can have your dealer do it for you, doesn't have it—and lose cush-drive 
or you can do it yourself. All you advantages as a result. 

need are the tools that came with Moreover, both hubs are identical 
your motorcycle. to original factory equipment. 

You don't have to buy adapters, The Lester Wheel System*'It’s 
special fittings, sprockets or brake expensive. But then the best 
conversion kits. There are no always is. 
complicated, tedious procedures 
to follow. The. Lester Tire & Wheel Co. 

The front wheel comes with 26881 Cannon Rd. 
original equipment type bearings Bedford Hts., Ohio 44146 
and spacers, factory installed. A division of Lester Industries, Inc. 

And the rear wheel is.completely. Order'direct from our factory. 


The Lester 
Wheel System 
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SIFTON. 
CAMS 


The First Name In Quality... The Last Word In Performance. 





San Carlos, CA 94070 | | PRODUCTS CO., INC. 


943 Bransten Road | | SIFTON IVIOTORCYCLE 
Telephone: 415/592-2203 


Telephone: 415/591-6922 (m For catalog, send $1.00 to cover handling & postage. 


Gerbing's ELECTRIC Hot Suits 


Tired of being cold? 
Then try Gerbing's electrically heated garments. 


Electric Hot Suits—latest fashioned, weatherproof, 


front and full leg zippers (one or two piece suits) $94.50 
Heated undergarment—wired same as Hotsuit 55.50 
Will wire your present suit—will not 

change outside appearance 65.00 


Heated Vests 35.00 Heated Gloves 20.00 Heated Socks 15.00 


«4. Runs off your alternator or battery. Why be miserable and suffer 
E in the cold! Get Hot! For information on a delightfully warm, winter 
experience, write to: 


Use your MASTERCHARGE! Northwest Motoelectric Company 
j 25806 S.E. 192nd Street 


Guaranteed to keep you warm Maple Valley, Washington 98038 
or your money refunded! (206) 432-1486 


inquiries invited. 





= WARA — 
MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANICS 


THE FIRST AND LARGEST EXCLUSIVE 
MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL IN THE USA ; 


For information on learning motorcycle mechanics fill out and return today 


o AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL 
2840 N: HALSTED STREET 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60657 
AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL 
13700 N.W. 19TH AVENUE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 











33054. 
Name Address 
City State Zip 
Age Phone-A.C.( ) ( )l am a Vet. c 
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VDO. — ———— Continued from page 58 


pointer moves one mark (minute), which 
should correlate to one minute on your 
watch. When eight-tenths rolls up, the 
pointer will be at two minutes, which should 
agree with two minutes on your watch. 

If the pointer's position gains on the 
elapsed time indicated by your watch, you 
are riding at more than a 24-mph average. 
If you're riding too slow, the pointer will 
indicate a number of minutes which is less 
than the minutes that have elapsed accord- 
ing to your watch. 

We installed an Enduro Racer on a Penton 
400 and used the VDO. instrument in four 
enduros. It was mounted in the standard 
Penton speedometer bracket, which is in- 
sulated with rubber grommets for vibration 
and shock resistance. (Shock-mounting the 
VDO is a necessity, as with any enduro bike 
speedometer, to assure maximum life and 
accuracy.) Odometer mileage readings were 
spot-on with course mileages and check 
locations. 

Reading the odometer digits is acceptably 
easy; the numbers are sized normally and 
clearly printed in flat black and white. In 
smooth sections the exact position of the 
pointer can be determined at a glance. 
However, in challenging sections where the 
rider must concentrate on the terrain, it is 
very difficult to pinpoint the precise position 
of the needle unless it is right on a num- 
bered mark. And when the needle sweeps 
from the 20- to 40-minute marks, it partially 
covers some of the reset odometer digits. 
While having our Enduro Racer recalibrated 
for a larger front tire, we had a clear plastic 
needle mounted to alleviate this problem. 

The Enduro Racer can be used for time 
and distance correlation only with 24 mph 
speed averages. Accurate relationship be- 
tween minutes passed to miles traveled 
cannot be established with any other speed 
averages, because the needle's gearing is 
fixed. For all other averages the Enduro 
Racer is used for odometer mileage read- 
ings only. 

Experienced enduro riders prefer VDOs 
for a lot of reasons. Parts and service avail- 
ability for VDOs is unmatched by any other 
speedometer maker; the Enduro Racer, like 
any VDO speedometer, can be cleaned, 
serviced, repaired or completely overhauled 
by any one of 50 factory service centers 
in this country. A VDO can be calibrated 
to match just about any wheel size or drive 
ratio imaginable, so it can be swapped from 
an old bike to a new one. We had one VDO 
speedometer for more than six years and 
used it on four different motorcycles. 

An indication of VDO's confidence in their 
factory service center's abilities is their 
unique warranty: after any VDO speedom- 
eter or Enduro Racer is repaired by a factory 
service center, it is given a like-new 6,000 
mile or 6-month warranty. Retail pricing of 
the Enduro Racer is set at $99.50. A com- 
plete instrument kit lists for $119.75. The kit 
parts can be purchased individually: bracket, 
$7.95; drive unit, $6.95; cable, $7.95. A bro- 
chure containing ordering information on 
model-types for various motorcycles is 
available from VDO Instruments, 116 Victor 
Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48203. e 
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ONLY $995? 
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| ap nce upon atime there 
venisti wasamotorcyclecalled 
the Kawasaki KZ400 Special. 
It was definitely no ordinary 
motorcycle. In fact, there was 
nothing else like it. It was un- 
usually easy going. And quite 
economical, too. Its powerful 
398ccfour-stroketwin-cylinder 
engine squeezed fantastic mile- 
age from every valuable gallon 
of unleaded gas. Yet, had all 
the energy one could ask for. 
And all without ever needing 
very much attention. 

Now the KZ400 Special was 
a handsome machine, too. And 
its contemporaries envied its 
clean, crisp lines. It didn't have 
a lot of the frills and glamour 
that some of the others did. But 
it didn't need them. For it was 
just right the way it was. Not 
too big. Not too small. Not too 
fancy. Not too plain. 

But alas, the KZ400 Special 
did have one problem. It was 
so stylish and refined that the 
people just assumed it had to 
cost much more than it really 
did. Well, once they learned it 
was only $995, they were sur- 
prised and delighted. Some 
said, ^Oh-u-u? Others, “Ah-h-h” 
But one thing was for certain, 
everybody wanted one for their 
very own. Soon the Kawasaki 
KZ400 Special became the 
most popular bike in the king- 
dom. 

And everyone rode happily 
ever after. 


"MANUFACTURER'S SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE EXCLUDING 
FREIGHT, DEALER PREP. STATE AND LOCAL TAXES. 

PRICE AND SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE. 








Kawasaki Good Times 

















It's the Kawasaki Jet Ski. A ski without 





comes from. a 400cc, two-stroke, water-cooled twin 


that puts out a smooth, safe water jet. It's a real blast. 
Over 30 mph, in fact. And that's haulin’ in the water. 







oat. A ‘boat: 
- without a propeller. And a good time like. you've never 
had before. If you think our motorcycles are fun, man, wait | 
‘til you catch this new water-going machine. The power - 


. here's one for ya’. < 
-turns around and circles until you get yourself together: 


Heres lookin 
at ya... 


Hold it. M.E. Vacher, of North Hollywood, 
California, tenaciously hangs on to her 
engineless G4. It seems that Mary was so 
- busy having good times with her Kawasaki 
that she neglected to keep oil in it. She 
says, “As soon as | get my new engine, 
I'll smile again. Until then, there'll be 
something missing in my life? 

Got a good one for us? Send it to: 
Kawasaki Good Times, Photo Dept., 
P.O. Box 11447, Santa Ana, California 
92711. Black and white only. If we pick 
your photo, you'll get a $100 gift certificate 
good at your local Kawasaki dealer. All 
photos become the property of Kawasaki 
Motors Corp. It’s your shot. 








You can stand on it, Kneel or anything in between 
if you fall off, the Jet S 








and mount up again. Nifty; huh? 
Participating Kawasaki dealers are putting on Jet Ski 
demonstrations right now. To get your feet wet, all you 
have to do is sign up. There's no obligation. 


TURKEY: 














(Warning: Kawasaki has determined that 
dumb riding is hazardous to your. health.) 
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Kawasaki Good Times 

















Il, now we're going to 
3p. Rock and roll. At 


erviews with t 
P today. Rolie 








Kawasaki KZ400 Special Honda CB-360T 
A GOOD PAIR TO COMPARE. 
4-stroke-parallel twin, SOHC 27 Sasa Se ee E Fngie tyoe 20) ot ee ky Koen in 4-stroke, parallel twin, SOHC 
SiS ote hth Eats eer ae NU ME PEE TURCA PEE ExSnlacement. t oex esis. a oan uet RE en Poste 356cc 
CAME OAM a E et ata oak AAA E Bote Xx StEOKE - ope sce ee Ena a ne 67mm x 50.6mm 
SHOBIL dea T te ben eee, OUS oC NET (Compression Tale so: rude eer EI SERENA eee AL EL EE 93:1 
WORSOIs els Vers nate are co eeu dE tU TENA IGarburetiony s vore Eee e: Two 30mm Keihin CV 
2untoslecollecton de. deme Te oir pn Medus Exhaustsysten oo ENSE E ep AES Separate mufflers 
5-speed constant mesh ........ liiis eiie Trausrmissioh x 4c poene a Ut. 6-speed constant mesh 
IBatterysaandecoll sect iE eue Auct n A N UON Ee a a ANAS A oo ro UU SAPE TE ENT Battery and coil 
Kok Rp nor Meta rot dy uen onu PEEL ROMS Sont ne Foie OE os rd. E vue ooo Steht Kick and electric 
200; Watts) mes puce mese cH Alternator output Q:RPM is: uii 130 watts @ 5000 
G4: WeSeomts cus cA TRO S E UD EE AU DECR OR s M PACH Ys 5a els as o EA RE PUE ed 4.2 U.S. pints 
BUMPS allons scere ete t YT CX IAE Ris IEEE DUNG. YS TaBLcapacHy. o rire ANA OP ERD « tea bo i AED 2.9 U.S. gallons 
Mechanical drum ee? ee acta ERE RE ee EIN Piska ront ces 3c. chal oes EC IU CY e B e Hydraulic disc 
Mectarniealiclbumse deeem T SUAM Pr Me Braka Pear oe e me nue e Ay INL EE Mechanical drum 
BSDEMES S s ee ER eec sd bu EE Mn EET Lar eMe Wheels ceo MIL V SI RA UNT RN RIS es TI 526 in. 
CIBO m. EAE eee A SORE REUS a ORR mm aE EEG RIVERO IL i rase encia tes uo UN NUR. atr 79.9 in. 
SL, IL 3a, c cR I "MC DE ea cell RUM Wiki: overall i fi olor hans cie AR ma 30.9 in. 
SAT) Not ms oy mw censu ee E Sys Dine OO eir en AR ET Tal a 01y) ET o e s ot EE Laie SUAE e dom mn 31.9 in. 
SIOGMIOER S ee DECR TEXTU ERU REI, E DIS WRI ous oe Se EISE noo LR 364 lbs. 
COPS DOCS RU OE eet ia. AE A Price (POE west)... u en fhe eee $1,224 


Well, what do you know? Kawasaki has done it again. Honda's ever-popular CB360 is a great little bike. There's no doubt about 
that. But, the KZ400 Special is really something else. Clean, crisp and classic. With a trick 2-into-1, a full-398cc's, high-ouput 
alternator and lots more. At only $995, it's got to be the best deal going. 


*Manufacturer's suggested retail price excluding freight, dealer prep, state and local taxes. Price and specifications subject to change without notice. 
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They smoke alright. Everybody in sight. 

Team Kawasaki is the winningest 
bicycle motocross bunch going. 

The combination of Dave Clinton, Marv 
Church and “Baby Ben” Paolello have 
racked up over a thousand firsts 
between them. And taken home nearly 
700 trophies. That’s a lot of gold for 
three kids riding bicycles around in 
the dirt on weekends. 

Dave, as most folks know, is the 
nation’s top rider. In the Open Expert 
Class he holds the Number One Plate 
and Points Championship of both the 
National and American Bicycle 
Associations. Marv is right there as p er 
the number two man in the country. X EO : ge 9 DUNS Ie oe BA 
Little Ben, who stands in at three feet St XE eo something, but didn't know guile what. 
even, has had over a hundred trips to ; 3 i à 
the winner's platform as an 
Eight-Year-Old Expert. 

Naturally, all three riders use none 
other than the Kawasaki BX200. 

The same machine that’s now on the 
showroom floor of selected Kawasaki 
dealers throughout the country. 

The BX200 is in limited production 
though, so you'd better check before 
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ou go tearing down to your dealer. Dave Clinton Marv Church RASE e 
Meanwhile, Keep your eye on Team #1 Open Class Expert Ben Paolello #2 Open Class Expert jet eid 
Kawasaki. They're the ones out in front. A.B.A. and N.B.A. 8-year-old Expert ABA. Plainview, New York 
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Dear Kawasaki, 





After 4 kappa yea of riding wg "70 
Mach III 2 recently moved up do a Zf. 
Needless do. dat, Im euphoric. And 

F brought 4 home the whole 


including 





You'll be fairing Trip out in style. 
a lot .better with What’s traveling 
Kawasaki Highway Fairing —. without-a trunk? 
on your machine: Shatter-resistant j The Kawasaki Travel Trunk 





plexiglass windshield. High- 
gloss white fiberglass can DV TES 
be painted to match your 
bike. Easy installation 
and electrical-hook-up. 
An accessory every rider 
can get behind. Suggested 
retail about $8. 


is the only way to go. 

Roomy, rugged and racy. 
Double locks, plus it’s 
easy to put on and take off. 

Suggested retail about $60. 















Get loaded for fun. 


— "oo ii 
| å TU 
|. Kawasaki Saddlebags E 7 57 
\ can take it all. Tough Dmm — 


\ and light, with a 
\ quick-release set-up 
\ that makes getting off 
a snap. Of course they 
lock up tight and right. 
Suggested retail about $120. 
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Haynes Norton 
Shop Manual 


9 Once upon a time in the bad old days, 
workshop manuals were important because 
your friendly, local dealer did business 75 
miles from your doorstep. Today there may 
be four dealers just down the block, but 
that's no sure sign of progress. All too often 
poor service departments botch jobs that 
are just a shade more difficult than tune-ups. 
Your motorcycle turns into a mechanical- 
malpractice statistic while you wait and your 
wallet wilts. Sometimes doing it yourself is 
the only way to do it. 

That situation may be doubly true as ap- 
plied to British motorcycles now that pro- 
duction is just a trickle away from a complete 
stop. Gradually the number of British service 
shops will dwindle as Triumph/Norton fran- 
chises dry up and blow away. After all, how 








PHOTOGRAPHY: PAUL R. HALESWORTH 


many Ariel dealers do you see around these 
days? Nevertheless owner-diehards will per- 
severe and, by necessity, service their own 
machines. 

This preface brings us to the Norton Com- 
mando Owners Workshop Manual, pub- 
lished in England by J. H. Haynes and 
Company Limited and distributed in the 
United States by Haynes Publications, Inc., 
9421 Winnetka Avenue, Chatsworth, Califor- 
nia 91311. Haynes has been in the workshop 
manual business for some time, though in 
the past they’ve concentrated on auto- 
mobiles. Now the company is at full tilt in the 
motorcycle field. As you might expect, the 
motorcycle books cover an extensive range 
of popular makes, including most of the 
high-volume models built in Japan, and sev- 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


ROBERT B.HEMLEY, et al., Plaintiffs, 
—against— 
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, INC., et al., Defendants. 


72 Civ. 4127 (RO) 
NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT HEARING 
AND PROCEDURES FOR MAKING A CLAIM 


This notice is given pursuant to Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure to 
those purchasers of new Honda motorcycles in the states listed below during the 
periods listed who purchased motorcycles in those states with respect to which the 
Manufacturer's Statement of Origin (“MSO”) was “reissued” or "automatically up- 
dated” in the manner more fully described below. Such purchasers are herein collec- 
tively called "the class? 





Arkansas (1966-73)* Louisiana (1966-73) North Carolina (1966-73) 
Arizona (1966-73) Maryland (1966-73) North Dakota (1966-73) 
Colorado (1966-73) Massachusetts (1972-73) Ohio (1966-73) 
Delaware (1972-73) Minnesota (1972-73) Oklahoma (1966-73) 
Florida (1966-73) Mississippi (1969-73) Rhode Island (1972-73) 
Georgia (1966-73) Missouri (1966-73) South Carolina (1966-73) 
Illinois (1966-73) New Hampshire (1968-73) South Dakota (1966-73) 
Indiana (1966-73) New Jersey (1966-73) Tennessee (1966-73) 
lowa (1966-73) New Mexico (1966-73) Texas (1966-73) 
Kentucky (1966-73) New York (1970-73) Vermont (1971-73) 

Wyoming (1969-73) 


*“1973” in each instance refers to motorcycles purchased before September 1, 1973. 


The complaint in this case charges that from 1966 until September 1973, defendants 
in the listed states (a) after September 1 of each year “reissued” MSOS for the new 
Honda motorcycles in a dealers inventory, which had been invoiced to the dealer 
between April 1 and September 1 of that year, to indicate the next year; and (b) on 
September 1 of each year, "automatically updated" the MSO's of motorcycles not 
yet invoiced to dealers, so that the MSO's would bear the following year designation. 
The complaint alleges that the effect of defendants' claimed MSO practices, when 
used together in a particular state, was unlawfully to restrain competition in the 
sale of the motorcycles whose MSO’s were treated as described above in violation 
of Section 1 of the Sherman Act. 

The defendants have denied the material allegations of the complaint, have 
asserted several affirmative defenses, and have denied any liability and any violation 
of law. They have presented substantial legal authority in support of their position. 

The Court has certified the action pursuant to Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure as a class action on behalf of the class as described above. The Court 
has not, however, made any determination with respect to the merits of any of the 
plaintiffs’ claims. 


The Proposed Settlement 


Plaintiffs and their counsel have concluded, after taking into account the many sharp- 
ly contested issues involved, the risks and cost attending further prosecution of this 
litigation, and the benefits to be received pursuant to the proposed settlement herein- 
after described, that settlement of this litigation upon the terms provided herein will 
be in the best interests of plaintiffs and of the class represented by them. 

Defendants desire to settle and compromise the claims asserted against them 
in order to avoid the further substantial expenses and burden of this protracted liti- 
gation and to put this controversy, which relates to practices which they assert were 
undertaken in good faith and with the consent of state authorities but which in any 
event were discontinued after commencement of this action, to rest. 

The parties have, accordingly, negotiated a Stipulation of Settlement, now pend- 
ing before the Court for its approval. Under the terms of the settlement any class 
member who during the relevant period purchased from a dealer in one of the states 
listed above a new Honda motorcycle whose MSO had been "automatically updated" 
or "reissued" and who submits appropriate proof of his claim will be entitled to re- 
ceive a sum of money, without the need for making a personal appearance in Court 
and demonstrating (a) the defendants' practices were unlawful and that he relied on 
and was misled by and was injured by those practices, and (b) the amount of any in- 
jury suffered by him. The sum of money to be paid by defendants with respect to the 
class members whose MSO' were “reissued” will be an average of $60.00 (more or 
less as to particular class members depending upon the price of the motorcycle in- 
volved), if claims are filed with respect to a total of 100,000 or fewer motorcycles, an 
average of from $60.00 diminishing to $40.00 as claims increase if claims are filed 
with respect to a total of between 100,000 and 150,000 motorcycles, and an average 
of proportionately less than $40.00 to the extent that claims are filed with respect 
to a total of more than 150,000 motorcycles. The sum of money to be paid by de- 
fendants with respect to the class members whose MSO' were "automatically up- 
dated" will be an average of $33.00 if claims are filed with respect to a total of 
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Something new 

from Torque Engineer- 

ing... the motorcycle accessory people. 

For more information about The Traveler 

cycle rack, send $1.00 and get your new 
Torque color catalog. 


Torque Engineering, 19755 Bahama Street, 
Northridge, California 91324 (213) 882-4321 a subsidiary of Bell Helmets, Inc. 





100,000 or fewer motorcycles, an average of from $33.00 diminishing to $22.00 as 
claims increase if claims are filed with respect to a total of between 100,000 and 
150,000 motorcycles, and an average of proportionately less than $22.00 to the 
extent that claims are filed with respect to a total of more than 150,000 motorcycles. 
These sums, after deducting costs of administering the settlement and any fees to 
the extent not paid by defendants as described below will be paid to the claiming 
class members. In addition under the settlement the class members whose MSO’s 
were "reissued" will receive an additional $20.00 (or proportionately less to the 
extent that total claims exceed 150,000 in number) and the class members whose 
motorcycles were "automatically updated" will receive an additional $11.00 (or 
proportionately less to the extent that total claims exceed 150,000 in number) upon 
proof of purchase by them of a new Honda motorcycle during the period March 15, 
1976 to June 1, 1976. 

Counsel for plaintiffs, Harold E. Kohn, P.A., Attorneys At Law, 1214 IVB Building, 
1700 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103 and Thomas D. Brislin, Robert 
B. Hemley, Steven F. Goldstone and Kenneth C. Staff, Esquires, 25 Broadway, New 
York, New York 10004 will apply to the Court for allowance of counsel fees for services 
in this litigation in the amount of $900,000.00 and for reimbursement of their dis- 
bursements. The Settlement Agreement provides that defendants agree to pay the 
attorneys for plaintiffs such fees as may be awarded by the Court up to the amount of 
$600,000.00, the additional fee, if any, awarded in excess of that amount to be paid 
out of the settlement fund of payments to claimants provided for in the Agreement. 

In addition, defendants have agreed to pay all printing, advertising and mailing 
costs incurred in providing notice of the settlement, in accordance with the Stipula- 
tion of Settlement, and up to $150,000.00, at the rate of $1.00 for each motorcycle for 
which a claim is allowed, of the cost of administering the settlement. 

The foregoing is only a summary of the Stipulation of Settlement. The full Stipu- 
lation and the pleadings and other papers on this action are available for inspection 
at the Office of the Clerk, United States District Court, Southern District of New York, 
Foley Square, New York, New York 10007. 

If you believe you are a member of the class you may request to be excluded there- 
from, provided that such request is made in writing, postmarked on or before April 
30, 1976, addressed to: 

Office of the Clerk 

United States District Court 

Southern District of New York 

P.O. Box 205 

Bowling Green Station 

New York, N.Y. 10004 
and referring on the envelope and request to “Hemley v. American Honda Motor Com- 
pany, 72 CIV. 4127 (RO)? 

Any judgment herein (whether or not favorable to members of the class) will in- 
clude and be binding upon all class members who have not timely requested exclu- 
sion. If you do not request exclusion, you.may, if you desire, and with permission of the 
Court, enter an appearance through counsel of your own choosing. If you do not re- 
quest exclusion, and do not enter an appearance through your own counsel, your 
interests will be represented by the plaintiffs through their counsel, Harold E. Kohn, 
P.A., Attorneys At Law, 1214 IVB Building, 1700 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania 19103 and Thomas D. Brislin, Esquire, 25 Broadway, New York, New York 
10004 as counsel for the class. In the event the settlement is approved, all class 
members who have not excluded themselves as provided for above will be forever 
barred from asserting any claim against the named defendants arising from the 
matters being settled hereby, except in accordance with the terms of settlement. 

If you are a member of the class and desire to do so, you may appear at the 
hearing in person or by counsel and show cause, if any you have, why the settlement 
should not be approved; provided, however, that you will not be heard in opposition 
to the proposed settlement and no papers submitted by you shall be received or 
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eral older British motorcycles now out of 
production. Interested parties can write to 
Haynes' California office and obtain a com- 
plete list of all their service books. 

Jeff Clew, who wrote the Norton Com- 
mando manual, believes that the intelligent 
way to write a useful text is to do the work 
"under conditions similar to those found in 
the average household." This means that 
"the hands seen in the photograph are 
those of the author." So the text is not a 
veiled re-write of the factory manual for 
Norton service shops. 

The Haynes manuals never sanitize reality 
by showing the reader bloodless surgery. 
You won't see those antiseptic photographs 
of spotless machines and parts invariably 
found in factory publications. The Haynes 
people get a genuinely used motorcycle and 
disassemble it, so you'll see run-in (and run- 
down) parts, dirt, oil and other debris. Unfor- 
tunately, the quality of photographic re- 
production is not always good: you can see 
whatthe hands are doing, but the photos are 
often dark and murky. 

The text notes where factory service tools 
have unavoidably been used, but the 
Haynes manuals assume that the owner will 
not have factory tools, and alternatives are 
either shown or discussed. A case in point: 
the Norton diaphragm clutch-spring dis- 
assembly. One does not take the clutch 
apart without the factory tool or a reason- 
able substitute. The Haynes manual tells the 
reader this in large letters, and warns of 
possible injury in case the advice is scorned. 
The book also shows. the reader what a 
home-made clutch compressor looks like. 

Hard information has not been deleted in 
order to make room for elementary advice. 
Relevant specifications are in the book— 
when you need to know what the inside 
fitted diameter of the mainshaft second-gear 
bushing should be, you'll find it. 

The publication is British, yet there is no 
difficulty in understanding the transatlanti- 
cisms. Any enthusiast who would work on 
his own engine will know that petrol means 
gasoline. The only puzzler for some might be 
paraffin, which does not in this case refer to 
that waxy substance used for sealing mason 
jars, but rather means kerosine in the King's 
Dictionary of Mechanical Endeavour. Far 
more important, the language is clear, the 
steps logical, and the advice sound. And 
nowhere did we find that little phrase which 
often appears with cheery flippancy and 
which always makes a mockery of any ser- 
vice manual: "Now reassemble in the re- 
verse order of disassembly.” 
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Marzocchi Suspension Catalogue: Although 
Marzocchi is hardly a newcomer to the 
suspension scene, their products are being 
looked upon in greater and greater favor 
as the off-road (and to a lesser degree, 
street) suspension development wars con- 
tinue to escalate. Among current big names 
who use the Italian firm’s forks and shocks 


marzocchi 


Replacement Forks 
Replacement Shocks . 
Cafe Racer Forks 


Rebuilding Parts. 


Optional Springs 





are Johnny Cecotto, Harry Everts, Jim Pom- 
eroy and Hakan Anderson. Their current 
catalogue, available through Cosmopolitan 
Motors, is a trip all by itself. It contains 
information what they've got, what it fits, 
exploded drawings, maintenance tips and 
tuning information. Write to Cosmopolitan 
Motors, Hatboro, Penna. 19040 or call 215- 
672-9100. 

CIRCLE NO. 4 ON READERS SERVICE PAGE 


Moto-Jaws: The more people try to get 
ahead in motocross, the more they try to 
protect themselves when they get behind. 
David Blocksom has introduced his Iron Jaw 
to keep the other guy's rocks out of your 
face. Made of lightweight and tough poly- 
propolene and adaptable to any helmet, 





each Jaw can be adjusted for proper dis- 
tance from the face and then secured with 
lock-down knobs. Vision is not obstructed, 
and the Jaw is vented to prevent goggle 
fogging. Cost is $6.95 from motorcycle and 
rec-vehicle shops everywhere. 
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Something new from Torque Engineering... 
the motorcycle accessory people. For more informa- 


tion about SilverSmith street pipes, 
send $1.00 and get your 
new Torque . 
color catalog. gp, 6 


Torque Engineering, 
19755 Bahama Street, 
Northridge, California 91324 
(213) 882-4321 a subsidiary of Bell Helmets, Inc. 


considered in connection therewith unless you shall file with the Clerk of this Court 
at the above stated Post Office Box address and serve upon Cecily A. Waterman, 
Esquire, 1214 IVB Building, 1700 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103, 
counsel for plaintiffs, and J. Peter Coll, Jr, Esquire, Donovan Leisure Newton & 
Irvine, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, New York 10020, counsel for defendants, a 
written statement of your objections and copies of such papers postmarked on or 
before April 30, 1976. 


Procedure for Filing Claims 


If you believe you are a member of the class, you may make a claim under the settle- 
ment by filling out the claim form below, detaching it, and mailing it first class, 
postage prepaid, postmarked on or before June 15, 1976 to: 
Office of the Clerk 
United States District Court 
Southern District of New York 
P.O. Box 205 
Bowling Green Station 
New York, N.Y. 10004 
Because of administrative procedures involved in the settlement, it will be 
several weeks or months before you receive word with respect to whether or not 
you are a class member and if so the amount of recovery to which you are entitled. 
If you are a member of the class, unless you have previously requested to be 
excluded from the class in accordance with the procedures set forth above, if you 
fail to submit a claim within the period stated you are advised that (a) you will 
thereafter be barred, if the settlement is approved, from asserting any claim with 
respect to the transaction to which this communication relates, and (b) you will not 
receive notice of any further proceedings in connection with this matter. 





RAYMOND F. BURGHARDT, CLERK 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 








Claim Form D 
1.The month and year of the purchase of my new Honda motorcycle for which | make 
aclaim is: month , year : 


2. The model designation (c.g., CB 350) for the motorcycle is: 
3. My address at the time | purchased the motorcycle was: 

















4.* | enclose a copy of a document, e.g., invoice, registration certificate or Manufac- 
turer's Statement of Origin, that shows the "year" designation given the motorcycle 
at the time | purchased it. 

5.* The frame (not engine) serial number for the motorcycle is: 


6. I wish to claim the additional amount payable to class members purchasing a new 
Honda motorcycle between March 15, 1976 and June 1, 1976 and enclose a copy of 
the dealer invoice showing that | have made such a purchase. YES NO 
| understand that whether | am in fact a class member cannot be determined 
until the information on this form has been evaluated. 
| certify that the above statements are true and correct. 


* Without these items, it may or may not be possible to establish whether you are a 
member of the class and entitled to participate in the settlement. 











(signature) 
(print name) 
(print address) 
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The Shadow: Claimed by its manufacturers EXPRESS : 


(NN to be properly aerodynamic, Pacifico Incor- 
o MOTORCYCLE porated's new Shadow line of fairings is now SUPER SOUND 
available. Each Shadow features built-in CN MUFFLERS 
MECHANICS storage compartments, a large instrument ) 


i INSTITUTE panel, 9-circuit quick-connect electrics, 


built-in turn signals and running lights, 


NOW TWO CAMPUSES: 

* Phone (602) 971-9727 : 
2644 East Bell Road 
Phoenix, Arizona 85032 

* Phone (714) 898-6609 
15532 Computer Lane 
Huntington Beach, 

California 92649 


TO PREPARE YOU FOR 
YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAREER: 
e Small classes for more 
individual attention 
* Day or night classes 
¢ Certified 


YOUR EDUCATION IS OUR 
PRIMARY OBJECTIVE. 





(| B (000) 


EXPRESS MUFFLERS IMPROVE 


FLOW, REDUCE WEIGHT AND 
SOUND SUPER. SATIN BLACK 
WITH CHROME TIP FOR THE 
FOLLOWING HONDAS: 


GL-1000 “SET” $64.95 PPD. 
750-F 34.95 ” 
550-F 34.95 
400-F 34.95 





YOUR PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS 
IS OUR REPUTATION. 





USE BANKAMERICARD 














PLEASE RUSH CATALOG FOR: ; OR MASTER CHARGE 
Arizona Campus 
E California E Scotchlite side striping, a 50/40-watt head- SUARGNTEED ONE YEAR 
light, and a heavy-duty welded steel mount. EXPRESS PRODUCTS 
Name Colors are white, black or silver; each P O. BOX 957 DEPT. D 
Street Shadow comes with a black leather-grain MATTHEWS, N. C. 28105 
City interior finish. For further information write @& 704-847-6038 ER 
to Pacifico Inc., PO Box 348, Gresham, ALL INQUIRIES INVITED 








ap Oregon 97030 or call 503-665-5254. 
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Honda Four Filters: If you think your Honda 
Four has an unsightly air box, or if you think 
its breathing is restricted, or if you just want A 

to do Something to it, consider Uni Filter’s Lauglit; Leathers 
set of individual foam filters. They do look The finest custom made leathers for the 
pleasure or sport rider. Factory direct only. 
Catalog available. 

2443 S.E.DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 





A YEAR'S INCOME IN 6 WEEKS I 

BLACKJACK PLAYERS | 
Use my unbeatable, quickly-learned system to 

earn over $50.00 an HOUR in any casino. Play I 

relaxed. No cards or charts to memorize, and IT I 

WORKS! [| 

1 

l 

I 

l 

I 





e 30-DAY FREE HOME TRIAL * 
You must be satistied 100%. No obligation. Get 
GHTIED 8 deck of cards and try it. You'll be amazed. 
co?Yw FREE DETAILS VIA AIRMAIL 
MEL GRANT, Dept. 781 
324 So. First Street, Alhambra, California 91802 





OFFICIAL HONDA 
PERFORMANCE MANUAL 


How to supertune all Honda bikes from CT- 
70K1 minibike up to 4-cyl. CB-750 K2. Covers 
carbs, ignition, valves and cams. For moto- 
cross, drag racing and street use. Order 
stock #9798, $3.95. Send today for FREE 
catalog with manuals for all American, 
British, Japanese, German and Italian bikes, 
plus tuning, riding, racing, restoring books. 
CARBOOKS, INC., Dept y53 181 Glen Ave., 
Sea Cliff, NY 11579 







The Buco Blueline GT. 
For those who put a 
high price on their heads. 







good, and you can clean them instead of 


simply pitching them away and buying some 
BUCO more. Your local dealer should have them, 
9 or you could write to Uni at 13522 Newhope 

Head protection systems. Street, Garden Grove, Calif. 92643. 
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Fox Shox: The container they come in is 
called the Fox Shox Box; if the container 
were wool-covered, the covering would be 
known as the Fox Shox Box Sox; and if 
the wool covering were secured by one of 
Yale’s best, then that device would be called 
the Fox Shox Box Sox Lox. No matter. Fox 
shox were used in 1975 by Steve Stackable, 
Kent Howerton, Marty Tripes, Terry Clark, 
Ron Pomeroy, Rich Thorwaldson and many 





others. The shox are gas-pressurized, US- 
made and rebuildable, and range in length 
from 12-in. all the way up to 15%-in. (for 
the RM Suzukis). To go with the shox are 
dual-rate springs, available from 70/135- 
pounders up to 94/265s. The shox cost 
$99.00 per pair; the springs, $19.95 per set. 
Write to the Moto-X Fox, 520 McGlincy Lane, 
Campbell, Calif. 95008. 
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Seal’n’Air: If you're all dressed up, or you're 
stranded, or you're late, Three Bond of 
America's canned tire repair and filler would 
be good to have on your bike somewhere. 
A can of Seal'n'Air is enough for the largest 
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(and flattest) motorcycle tire, is claimed to 

be explosion-proof, harmless to tubes or 

tires, and effective. Available at most dealers’ 

for $4.99. How could you lose? 

CIRCLE NO. 9 ON READERS SERVICE PAGE 
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WHY STRETCH! 


Tired of Bending Over? Then sit back and 
relax on your bike with a pair of 


SET BACKS 


Move your handlebars back where you can 
reach ’em. Yes, move 'em back over 2 
inches without changing cables or hoses 


in 30 minutes! 

FITS HONDA YAMAHA BMW 
SUZUKI KAWASAKI | HONDA GL-1000 
Send only $9.95 plus .50 postage to 
CREATIVE ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 9, Grapevine, Tex. 76051 
(214) 690-0951 
State Make & Model 
Texas res. add 4% sales tax. 


WERE 





Why is Electro the number one seller in Europe? 

European riders want the finest quality and they're willing to pay for it. Electro 
is a professional helmet of the highest quality, and it's probably the most expensive 
helmet in the world. (Pro Series E-2 shown above suggested retail price $79.95.) 

There's a reason for the price. In addition to U.S. safety standards, Electro 
helmets comply with safety regulations in 14 foreign countries. It takes a special kind 
of helmet to meet all of the standards and Electro did it with features like this: 

Up to7 layers of hand laminated fiberglass [I Fully lined with low density shock- 
resistant material L Overstuffed ear area padding LJ 1" chinstrap with welded "D" 
ring CJ Oversized rivets, plus an extra rivet post for the chin strap T-bar L Neck roll 


made from high density foam 
year guarantee O 








C Overstuffed cheek pads on full facial models L Two 


And on top of everything else just look into the paint on one of our helmets. 
You can see forever. Electro, the professional helmet for the rider who wants the best. 


electro 


ELECTRO HELMETS, 7116 LAUREL CANYON BLVD., NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 91605 
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The Suzuki 
It may be the smoothest 


"Rotary big suit is effortless cruising 
virtually no vibes and easy gait.” 
HOT ROD 1/75 De 

Umm 50° o 


7 Mo cooled 


C9, / rotor housing 


"Ihe smoothness of the rotary 
power plant translates into 
the most useable rear view 
mirrors ever mounted on a 
motorcycle!” ROAD RIDER 5/75 


Two barrel, two-stage carb supplies 

fuel thru 3 ports in rotor housing. ESS- 
Acceleration is smooth ataliroms. € S 
Exact fuel control -crisp throttle sponse, T5 


Cool oir mm 


INTAKE COMPRESSION IGNITION EXHAUST 


Instead of pistons that pump up and down, the RE-5 rotary 
. spins out power Simply. With very little vibration. 





RES Rotary. 


touring ain ever. 


Single rotor does the job of3 pistons. 


Each face fires as it passes spark plug. 
Eccentric shaft Crankshaft) has smooth, 
continuous supply of power, Rotor 
gears directly to eccentric 
shaft. No connecting rodsor 
E NECI less vibration. 


RES runs sosmoothly 


. fo rubber engine 
ub mounts are needed. 


AM ote" 


"The Suzuki RE-S excels in 
ground clearance and 
handling...” "...itisthe 
absolute king of the heavy 
weight Japanese handler 
CYCLE. 2/75 | — 


ie 13 i A js 


ET YOUR X TROUBLES. GET ON SUZUKI. 
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MOTO-CROSS JERSEYS 
For all brands of bikes! 
PROMPT SHIPMENT 


Specially made Moto-Cross Jerseys extra- 
strong seams, reinforced elbows. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Use easy-order form—All orders 
shipped promptly from stock 





SPECIAL 


r eee wmm oeeeeClip and Mailumm wmm oes = 


Village Cycle Shop 
23DMoto-Cross Rd. 


Moto-Cross Jerseys 
Lake City, Tn. 37769 | 


| All Brand Names* and Colors | 
Brand Name* 
| Please send me.  . Moto-Cross Jerseys | 





Size: XS S M L XL 





Name 





Street 





City State. Zip 
Enclosed is my check or MO. for$ 1 | 





| Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Please send Free Catalog 
*HONDA YAMAHA SUZUKI KAWASAKI CAN-AM CZ 
PENTON BULTACO MAICO HUSQVARNA INDIAN 
HODAKA HARLEY-DAVIDSON 


Add 70¢ per Jersey for handling and postage 


«xm oem Div. Of Village Togs, INC. semm mum 





Different strokes. That's what bikes are all about. And why bikers 
rarely agree. Except on VDO. From cafe racers to cross-country campers, 
road riders know no one builds better, tougher tachs and speedos than 
VDO "Bikers". Off-road competitors respect VDO's "Enduro" speedo and 
Racer as the most rugged and reliable instruments anywhere. Get the 
details from the new VDO Cycle Catalog. Just 50€. See why they all 


agree on VDO. 








Bold, beautiful, lighted for night 
riding. Biker models have bright 
chrome cases, Enduro in 


NEW! Handlebar-Mounted Gauges 


Here are the cycle gauges you've been 
waiting for. Oil Temperature, Oil Pressure, 
Voltmeter, and Quartz 
Chronometer. Super- 
cushion mountings. 
Bracket fits all = 
handlebars. ee 































matte black. 

Me Wig Sept ge) puoi et ae ee ge age Se TN 
| Here’s half a buck. Send the works! | 
| NAME | 
| ADDRESS | 
| CITY. STATE ZIP. | 
| CYCLE INSTRUMENTS | 

116 Victor, Detroit, MI 48203 © 6109 Lankershim Blvd., N.Hollywood, CA 91606 | 
| PRECISION INSTRUMENTATION FROM GERMANY ... FOR THE WORLD. ) 
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Honda 750SS Rack: A novel concept in 
touring racks is the lift-up carrier from The 
Rack Factory. Made especially for Honda’s 
new 750-F Super Sport, this rack features 
an aft-mounted pivot which permits the 
carrier to be lifted off the rear of the saddle, 
allowing easy access to items under the 
seat. The rack’s side frame locates on two 
pins rather than bolts to facilitate lifting. The 





pins are part of the kit. The rack is made 
of lightweight aluminum, and optional high- 
and low-profile back rests are available, as 
are Teakwood or Sure-Grip slats. Retail cost 
of the Teakwood version is $49.95; the 
Sure-Grip model lists for $39.95. Available 
from your dealer or write The Rack Factory, 
729 W. Anaheim St., Long Beach, Calif. 
90813 for information. 
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The Bauer Boot: Maico’s accessory division 
is marketing its new competition boots with 
two things in mind: comfort and maximum 
protection. The boots (yellow, black trim, 
sizes 8 through 14) have padded ankle cups, 
a fully padded front that’s shaped like a 
hockey shin guard, elasticized cuffs and a 





hardened toe cap. The six-buckler comes 
with a vulcanized canted sole and a built-in 
soft rubber heel panel to absorb shock. 
Contact your local dealer (who may in turn 
contact Maico Accessory Division, 109 Elec- 
tric Avenue, Lewistown, Penna. 17044). 
CIRCLE NO. 11 READERS SERVICE PAGE 
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Suzuki RM-125 Head: The Flying Machine 
Factory, which is involved with Marty Smith’s 
racing program, now has a porcupine cylin- 
der head for the little RM-125 Suzuki. FMF 
claims that the head has 18% more heat 
radiating surface than the standard item, 
creates more compression and improves 





scavenging. You can specify Part No. 325- 
210 and send $58.95 to the Flying Machine 
Factory, 1416 W. 259 Street, Harbor City, 
Calif. 90710, or you can send $2:00 for the 
current issue of the FMF catalogue. 
CIRCLE NO. 12 READERS SERVICE PAGE 


The Dry Look: Wixom Brothers, Inc. has 
designed a legshield fairing which com- 
plements their Ranger windshield fairing. 
The main advantage of the legshield— 
which fits Honda 750s only—is weather 
protection: You'll love it in the rain. Ser- 
vicing is still easy since the Dzus-fastened 





fairing can be removed and replaced in 
seconds. Pick your shade: black, white, 
metal-flake color, or just plain primer. 
Pinstriping comes optional. The fairing is 
$79.50 from Wixom Bros., Inc., 1637 East 
Burnett, Long Beach, CA. 90806. © 
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RAY-BAN 


OLYMPIC GAMES 


SUNGLASSES. 


These bold new Ray-Bans provide the 
kind of eye protection we developed for. 
our aviators. Lenses are non-distorting, 
impact-resistant; block out glare, ultra- 
violet and infrared rays. They're just 
what your eyes should wear when you re 
sailing, hiking, golfing, biking. Twenty. 
exciting choices. With up to five layers 
of color in one frame! New soft case, 
too! From $20. Model shown is one of 
many with mirror coating of Inconel for 
super extra glare control, Ray-Bans 
were selected by the U.S. Olympic Com- 
mittee. The Olympic symbol shines 

in the corner of every genuine Ray-Ban 


Rochester, New York 14602 
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How to get out of Winter. 
The genuine Yamaha parts 23-Point Check Up. 


The comprehensive 


Safety/Maintenance Check Up shown here 


is the ideal way to get ready for the prime 
riding weather ahead. 

Your Yamaha dealer will perform 
the Check Up for you expertly, or you can 
do it yourself. 

Many dealers are offering 


1. Check, clean and adjust 
points* (or replace with 
Genuine Yamaha kit). 


3. Check, clean 
and gap spark plugs 


5. Synchronize carburetors* 


7. Check battery, N- —— 
service and charge |+: 


Ns. 


9. Adjust cam chain* | § 
11. Check cylinder head torque 


13. Change engine and 
transmission oil 


15. Lubricate all cables x 


ur 
(e 


17. Adjust clutch 


; ER 
19. Adjust steering =T= 


21. Tighten spokes 


Spring specials. 

But however your Check Up's 
performed, be sure to keep your bike 
genuine Yamaha. 

By using all-Yamaha parts and 
accessories, you maintain genuine Yamaha 
quality and performance throughout your 
bike. Plan your Check Up now! 


como Saw 
y Bere 2. Check, adjust timing 


-— 6.Check fuel filter 


8. Service drive chain 
(adjust, oil) 


10. Adjust valves* 


Æ 12. Service Autolube system 
^. (adjust pump, etc.) 


14. Change oil filter* 


2 


b 16. Adjust front 
Sse and rear brakes 
he 


18. Inspect swing arm 
| bushings for wear 


22. Check operation of 
lighting system* 


23. Test ride and perform 
final adjustments 


* If Applicable. 





How to get into Spring. 
The Yamaha head to toe Suit Up. 


The head to toe Suit Ups you see here with the 23-Point Check Up, prepare your own 
are just two of dozens of combinations of rider body with some bright new Spring fashions. 
apparel available from Yamaha. Theyre now on display at your nearby 

Once you've prepared your bikes body Yamaha dealer. & YAMAHA PARTS DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 


1. Bright, tough Yamaha helmets 
(come in both reflective and 


standard finishes). | 
2. Automatic Venturi 


ventilation goggles. 


3. Yamaha MX Jerseys, 
also in blue and red. 


J 4. Yamaha Wind Shirt in denim. 


in j 
4 SL ^ 6. Street gloves, 
E ond , 


in black or brown. 


7. New! Genuine Yamaha 
MX leathers. 


‘i 


* 


das 8. Two-Piece, All-weather 
9. Tall Riding Socks : 4, Riding Suit (pants only shown). 
in red, blue, or yellow. | j 


j 


y 


10. Yamaha MX and Enduro boots.  ** 
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The Phantom 


An i ead esit SE ; 

the finest in eye protection. andvisib i 

foam-covered vents ‘provides a-sugetiot.air flow 
system, so important — in the selection.of-a:high 
performance goggle. The Phantom' 'sspirited; -- p HE 
styling and extra wide headband make it as JE D PL ae 
comfortable fitting as it is devilishly good-looking. - 


The Phantom is available in blue, white and green. 


With interchangeable lenses, in goldgreen, brown, 
yellow, Everclear, and Polarized. Superior air-flow construction. 


The | — Phantom | ... don't turn your back on it! 


CARRERA Division, Opty! Corporation 35 Maple Street Norwood, New Jersey 07648 
CIRCLE NO. 50 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





LETTERS ............ 


like to comment on your editorial, "Racing." 

Let credit for the "Death" of road racing 
go to the A.M.A., for it has been this law- 
making body that has dealt the sport of 
pavement racing bikes the final blow. 

True, the TZ750 Yamaha is "King," but 
what possible "improvements thru racing" 
have filtered into the street model? Or better 
yet, just show me a street model TZ750 or 
any 4 cylinder, liquid-cooled, 2-stroke 
Yamaha offered to the public. What possible 
identity (other than brand name alone) can 
the average Yamaha owner ever have with 
the racing success of the TZ750?? Hence 
the general public, even the motorcycling 
public, have little interest in the exploits of 
the TZ750. But imagine the interest in road 
race, if the "King" were a full-race 1,000cc 
R.C. Collins Cobra Honda, or a full-race 
Yoshimura Z-1, or a 110 cu. inch Harley. 
Point?!? The obvious: An unlimited class, as 
in air races, boat races, boxing, etc. Let 
American bikers see their own model in 
"race form" run over 180 mph—in an un- 
limited class of any size, stroke, number of 
cylinders or arrangement. | feel very sure a 
1500cc, “full race" Honda Gold Wing could 
compete against any TZ750 in an “oval 
only" type race. That's right; take out all the 
European type curves and add American 
red, white and blue Interstate straight-a- 
ways. Speed and horsepower—that’s what 
Americans understand and appreciate. 

It is the A.M.A. that has failed to see to it 
that Americans can see popular basic road 
bikes raced professionally. Let us have the 
true “heavyweight” class:—UNLIMITED—as 
long as the bike is safe and offered for sale 
to the public and can produce at /east 100 
rear wheel H.P. on gas to include turbo and 
supercharged. Let 'em run flat out on the big 
tri-oval tracks. 


Continued on page 8 


J. Scott Haralson 
Miami, Oklahoma 


HOTDOGS 

| had to get this off my chest. With no 
offense to those who loved your Gentle- 
men’s Express (Nov. issue), it was a hotdog 
bike. “All function" you claim? What about 
that heat-painted fender and fork legs? And 
that finned dyno-cover (there’s no oil behind 
there to cool). "Cafe racers are counted a 
success if they achieve only form” you say? 
Perhaps for that silly mantlepiece in the 
same issue it is, but | had a full-fairinged, 
Webered, C.D.l.ed, RC. 1000 that would 
knock the pants off both of those bikes and | 
say you've got your definitions mixed up. 
W. P. Bagwell in your January issue made 
me feel a tinge of regret that | sold my rocket 
with his long letter extolling the virtues of 
café racing. | still experience the pleasure of 
the Rock Store on Sundays, but now on a 
G.L. 1000. The time had come that | was 
spending more time with wrench in hand 

under the bike than on it. 
Sky More 
Santa Monica, California 


PICKING UP THE PEN 
This is my first Letter to an Editor, but 
there was a letter printed in your November 
APRIL 1976 


edition that | think requires some comment. 
I'm referring to the letter by Mr. Halstead, 
in which he relates stopping trail bike riders 
in a wooded area near his home who told 
him they “had a ‘right’ to ride there since 
the city had given them no other place to 
ride.” True, it is unlikely that they even had 
permission to ride there, much less a “right,” 
but their statement does deserve some con- 
sideration. _ 

Perhaps it has not occurred to Mr. Hal- 
stead, and to some other riders, that dirt 
bike riding is a legitimate recreational activity 
of an athletic nature and, as such, is just 
as entitled to official recognition and space 
as a golf course or tennis court. Believe me, 

(Continued on page 118) 








BUY FACTORY: DIRECT..... 
from world's leading manufacturer 


Assembled —ready to present 


MI Sport 


Whotesate low, low prices iu Diet 


Artistic color combinations 
Rush “PDQ” service 
Distinctive designs 
Satisfaction guaranteed 
Write for free catalog 
Trophyland Usi Inc. 


DEPT. C, 7001 W. 20TH AVE.. P.O. BOX 4506, HIALEAH, FLA. 33014 


MIDWEST MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY 


ONE CORPORATE PLACE, 1501 42ND STREET, WEST DES MOINES, IOWA 50265, PHONE (515) 223-2000 


THE TOTAL COMMITMENT 


The total commitment to cycling - something more and more 


people are coming to know every day. 


But, with the gut-level sensations you feel as you lean your 
cycle into a curve and the "oneness" you feel with the environment 


also comes a responsibility. 
bike. 


The responsibility to insure your 


Midwest Mutual was founded by and for cyclists in 1948. 
Our task was to provide an insurance program specifically tailored 


to the needs of motorcyclists. 


Twenty-eight years later we are still totally committed to 
fulfilling your special insurance requirements. 


One other thing.... 


twenty-eight years of experience and 


innovation also means that we won't "disappear" by the time you 


read this ad. 


Let our experience work for you. 


Sincerely, 


eile mee 
R. D. Kukowski 
President 


Get in touch with us today. 


INSURORS OF OVER A MILLION MOTORCYCLES 
— SINCE 1948 — 


Send me more information about Midwest Mutual's specialized 


motorcycle insurance programs. 
Name 


Address 


City 


C-4 


State 


MM 


Zip 


MIDWEST MUTUAL 
1501 42ND ST. WEST DES MOINES, IOWA 50265 
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If you have no label handy, print OLD address here: d 


Let us know 8 weeks in advance so f 
A3 

pad 

leose print = 
D x< 
pas 

> 

wo 
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that you won't miss a single issue of 


i 
CYCLE. Q 

f 

| 





Attach old label where indicated and 
print new address in space provided. Also 
include your mailing label whenever you 





[EU NIS 


address 





write concerning your subscription. It is Y 
helps us serve you promptly. AMD PLIN Kd 
Write to: P.O. Box 2776, Boulder, CO | "'^'" oS 
80302, giving the following information: ut vx Rl as n c d REA 









































name 
(J Change address only. xu please pri — v 
Extend my subscription. —————— €— = 
O Enter new subscription. city 
1 year $7.98 NER: zip 
[] Payment enclosed (1 extra BONUS issue) —— code 
D Bill me later Add'I postage per year: Add $1 for Canada; 
$2 for all other countries outside the U.S. CY 0466 





3oir ON POWER 
30L en 
KERKER 

HONDA 750, 750F, 


500/550, 400F, GL1000, |} 
KAWASAKI 900 


UP TO 20% POWER INCREASE 
IMPROVES GAS MILEAGE 



















UPSWEEP MEGAPHONE 
FOR MAXIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 


UP TO 20 LB. WEIGHT SAVINGS 
GUARANTEED TO FIT 
(built on motorcycle) 

FLAWLESS AIRCRAFT  * 
QUALITY WELDING e 
FLAT BLACK OR CHROME 
REMOVABLE BAFFLES 


THE 


SEE YOUR DEALER OR... 
RACECRAFTERS INTERNATIONAL 7932 SUNSET BLVD./HOLLYWOOD, CA. 90046 
MAILING ADDRESS BOX 1207. CANOGA PARK, CALIF. 91304 


PHONE TOLL FREE 1-(800) 423-5120 EXCEPT CALIF. (213) 999-2811 
118 CIRCLE NO. 59 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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| have no grudge against street riders, since 
| am into street riding to the tune of an R90S, 
but it disturbs me to see so many letters 
recently from street riders who fail to appre- 
ciate the differences in the two types of 
equipment. Comparing my 400 MX to my 
R90S is like comparing a tennis racquet to 
a guitar. They may look similar to some 
people, but they sure have different uses. 
There might be another solution to Mr. 
Halstead's problem, one that has worked 
well here. Faced with rising neighborhood 
complaints about vacant lot riding, the City 
passed strict ordinances against it. But, at 
about the same time, the City also set aside 
an area (originally intended to be the city's 
sixth golf course, | believe) for trail bike 
riding. There is no charge for use of the 
area, but mufflers are required and the area 
is shared with a few other users who must 
be respected. It is a great place for a quick 
jetting check on your MX bike or enduro 
bike before the big race or the upcoming 
National, but the main thing is that it is a 
close, handy place for the kids to learn 
without auto traffic and to let off steam 
without disturbing the neighbors. 
| suggest that Mr. Halstead pick his pen 
back up and get together with the parents 
of the kids that he's been collaring and 
attempt to get some positive governmental 
action for a change and the kids out of his 
back yard: And while | am not in favor of ` 
unlimited trail bike use in wilderness areas, 
| also would point out that keeping bikes 
off certain trails is not far removed in con- 
cept from keeping street bikes off certain 
highways. My point is that in the face of 
increasing government intervention neither 
street nor dirt riders can afford to lose the 
support of the other contingent. And.| hope 
someone will loan Mr. Halstead a dirt bike 
for a day to improve his perspective. 
Don Vandiver 
Lubbock, Texas 


W.F.O. 

l'm fifteen years old and have a fatal 
illness; it’s called “Motorcycling.” 

Up here in Central Wisconsin we try to 
keep up with the latest hot-tip MX’ers but 
it's hard, and expensive. 

In your January, 1976 issue of Cycle, you 
had an advertisement on the back cover. 
It was about Kawasaki. In the ad it said that 
only motorcycle magazine editors knew for 
sure what W.F.O. means. Up here we've 
known what it meant for years. 

Darcy Held 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 


EASTERN MAICOS 

Being a full Maico enthusiast, owner, 
racer, and dealer, | looked forward to seeing 
what you had to say about the MC 400/5. 
Although | agreed with many of your ideas of 
this bike, | noticed several discrepancies 

from the 400s available here in the East. 
These have the laid-down gas Girling 
shock absorbers giving 8.5 inches of rear 
wheel travel. The swing arm pivots on nee- 
dle bearings and has a chain tensioner to 
take up the necessary slack. An aluminum 
alloy fuel tank is available as an option. The 

(Continued on page 124) 
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ACCESSORIES 


for everybody and their hikes... 


We ship “We ship Worldwide 
RAIN-PROOF E 
CYCLE LUGGAGE 





HONDA SWITCH-UP KIT Fits all Hondas. 
Move ignitior switch up. Do it yourself 
in minutes. With hinged protective cover. 
Mounting bracket, new switch, two keys 
and extended harness. List year and model. 
Complete kit $19.95 






MINEOLA ENGINE GUARD BARS 
Protects engine covers on both sides; 
will prevent extensive damage. Easy 
bolt-on installation. For Honda CB750 
thru K5, 750F, CB550, CB500K, 350F 
500T 400F and CB450 — $15.49 Set 


HONDA-YAMAHA-KAWASAKI 




















NEW! GAS CAP LOCK 
For all Honda flip cap 
models, all years. Can 
be used with new fuel | 
gauge (Honda only). 
Heavy duty. 2 keys. 
Easy to install... 
Lock and 2 keys $9.95 


NEW! FUEL GAUGE Fits 
all Honda flip cap models; all 
years. Also Yamaha '75's (road) 


A- Ruck Sack—Adjustable straps, ; 
fits shoulder or back. Flexible B — Stuffer Bag — 10” diameter, 





sides. 10”x12”x41⁄2". Over- 17” long. Holds two helmets 
lapping flap for extra weather- and clothing. Travels securely; and Kawasaki toad, os 
ability. Red, Yellow, Blue, Three-snap flap. Hea duty 0 Il 
Black . . . $9.95 slings. Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $9.95 

pe uffer — 21” long, D— Tank Bag — Straps to Gas tank; 
i T ‘a features, pits 12"x10"x5". Topside map pocket 

gy back” pouch. and personal effects pouch. Heavy duty 

Rede Yellow, Blue. Black sling for take-along convenience. 


13.95 Red, Yellow, Blue, Black ...... $14.95 


COMPLETE SET — All four bags in matching colors. 
Red, Yellow, Blue, Black . . . $47.00 


j “DO-IT-YOURSELF” 


TUNING TOOE NEW! COTTER PIN Fits all. Just il 

! its all, Just pu 

Anun APER _ out, adjust chain, snap back in. $1.50 
4 cylinder. With 4 con- [y : kd 

trollable dampening 

valves, For synchroniz- 

ing carburetors $44.95 































CAM CHAIN BRACELET 
For men & women. 
Unusual eye-catcher 
in today's styling. 
Sizes S,M,L,XL. 
Chrome plated: = .98 
Gold color 4.98 





pouch. 4 sizes: S-M-L-XL . 


DEERSKIN RIDING GLOVES UNIVERSAL SADDLE BAGS Fit almost all bikes, over or 
Comfortable, snug fit, under seat. Easily removable for carrying. Large ca- 
contours to SU pacity. Durable Black or Brown Vinyl. 

full control of road feel: Set of two $13.95 (Black or Brown Leather $19.95) 


Elastic hugs wrist. Ideal á zm DELUXE HELMET CHIN 

i for spring, summer, fall. 

Black arta Men: XS, : : CUP Fully padded. Lock- 

M,L,XL. Ladies: S,M,L. in iugs prevent slip- 

Pr. $12.50 1 i page, increases firm- 
ek ness. Eliminates skin 

















tops in style. Covers helmet holders and wires on late model 


MINEOLA CRUISE CONTROL Effortless Also available with 14" steel reinforced back .. . $99.95 
throttle control, Eliminates fatigue, wrist " 
pans: Quick, easy on-off installation. S 450, 400F, 





its all cycles. $2.49 v 41 E i 350K4/G; Yamaha 650, 

3 gees ee 500 (74 & later); 
Kawasaki 400 (twin), 
Kawasaki 900. Durable 
^.. Naugahyde. Fit custom 
** or stock. Hinge like 
Stock seats. 













fort, better control. STATES 








NEW ELASTIC RIDING BELT. 
Fully adjustable with 3 buckles for maximum 
back and kidney support. Zippered change 





irritati » MOTOCROSS GLOVES Simulated leather 
ap cinis qu hang in black. 4 sizes S,M,L,XL. 


White or black $1.95 Pr. $4.95 2 pr. $8.49 


bikes. Black or Dark Brown . . . $84.95 For Honda GL1000, 
750K, 500- 


FREE GIFTS to all 
at of-town visitors 


HANDLEBAR EXTENDERS For all 
Hondas including GL1000. Also Z-1 
Kawasaki and 750 Yamaha. Move 
handle bars back to comfortable 
riding position without changing 


~ c 
LOWERING KIT lowers cycle 
21⁄2". Bolts to frame & shocks. 
No welding. For Honda 
750KO—K5 & CB 500/550K 
$19.95 set. 


NEW DUALARM 
Greater safety for your 
bike. High-decibel dual 
horns sound off if bike 
is touched, continues 
sounding if bike is 
moved. Adjusts auto- 
matically to any parking 
angle, locks in place 
when set. Chrome plated 
steel case. Powered by 
batteries (not included). 
One year warranty. 
DUALARM $39.95 


Dualock Unit has added 
5’ steel cable(shown), 

if cut sounds alarm, 
DUALOCK ALARM $49.95 


#95 


«$11.49 SHORTY 


Give Ist 
$19.95 


Quick release 


“D" rings 


MINEOLA TOURING SEAT The ultimate! Maximum comfort, MINEOLA CUSTOM SEATS MINEOLA MARQUIS SEAT Covers helmet holders on late 
model Hondas. 14” steel reinforced back. 1” to 3” 
lower than standard. Black or Dark Brown... . $89.95 


$956 For 175cc $13.95 


Fiberglass, nylon safety chin strap 
full styrofoam lined. 1209 
peripheral vision. Surpasses:290.1 
specifications. Sizes S, M, L, XL. 
White, Gold, Blue, Green, Red. 


SAP:T-RELEASE 
‘for HELMET 


Seat belt. Polished metal. Replaces your 






“RANGO” SADDLE BAGS For on or off bike. Double duty 
bags fit under seat, over seat, over shoulder. Heavy 
duty Neugahyde with chrome plated hardware, heavy 
rivet reinforced. Tie down strap assures snug fit. 

Each bag 12" wide, 11" high, 476" deep. Great 
innovation for free & easy travel. Set ot two $19.95 
















HONDA BELT BUCKLE 
Hammered brass 1 
styled, with sculptured Ez 
eagle and Honda 
insignia. $5.50 
Silver or Gold color 





CYCLE COVERS Form fitted, 
protects against all weather. 
Heavy gauge, cloth 
backed. Resists muffler 

heat. Contoured to 

all accessories. 

With tie straps. 


Bike shown includes 
sissy bar & pad, 
windshield & fairing, 
luggage rack and 
saddle bags. 








& smaller #961 For 750cc & smaller bus 
$962 w/Sissy Bar 







8 For 360cc $17.95 #964 w/Wndshld $24.95 
smaller #966 Sissy Bar & Wndshld $29.95 
#970 For 1000cc $22.95 

#972 w/Sissy Bar 26.95 


#974 w/Wndshld 26.95 
#976 a Bar & Wndshld $34.95 


HELMET highest quality 


MINEOLA MAX HORN 

Ear-piercing sound from 

chrome-plated high output 

horn. For safety, replace 

your original horn. Fits all 

Hondas and other bikes 
11.98 


& 2nd choice. 
Two for $29.95 


All 


that works like a miniature Apparel & Accessories 





easily. $2.49 


550K/F, Also available without back . . . $72.50 


360, 350F, 


COMFORT CUSHION GRIP - 4 NOW PHONE YOUR ORDER 
eS e s TOLL FREE 252: HONDA of MINEOLA "is" 1 


Black only. Setof2 $3.29 





800-645-6066 NAME 


(516) 248-5775 a 
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DELUXE HONDA PATCHES ~VINYL COMP GRIPS ——— Mead ip i EF: 
ADDRESS Zo 
Minimize handlebar vibration. or call 516-248-5775 ix 
ae CUT, grips. I CITY STATE ZIP E z 
Aes „Setor 2 — $9.49 | NEW 1976 CATALOG $1 — JB M ES J. 
, and Cycle Sound Record l ss |2 |£ 
ACOLOR "WING" BACK PATCH 13” wide. ($1.50 by Air Mail anywhere in the world.) QUAN ITEM size Tcorop (5 & 294 ae Slee 
Sky blue wing, red & metallic gold name FREE | p choices) 00 = E) 
panel on black felt. 3.50 wi ul 2 3 
ith all e a s 
orders <= gs 
over $5 5 = s 
a s 
x E E [n] E 
PS ec 5 
NEW CYCLE SPAT No more ruined | 3 E CSE 
shoes! Cycle Spat protects against Ss as 
P abrasions, fee fing, indenting: one | N.Y, State residents add 7% sales tax Add 5% shipping 33 A = 
2 COLORS size fits a enuine leather, elas- : x 
ON WHITE Set of 3 $2.95 tic straps. Extra strap np I j . " (Minimum 75€) zo ue 
Black or Brown ..$3.98 C Special Handling & Divy S150 additional (optonal) TOTAL 00 
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MARKET PLACE 


GENERAL INFORMATION: First word in all non-display classified ads set in caps at no extra charge. ALL co j i ; i 

: - | : j E py subject to publisher's approval. All advertisers 
using Post Office Boxes in their addresses MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad SUL bo run. Ads are not 
acknowledged. They will appear in first issue to go to press if received after closing date. Closing Date: 3rd of the 2nd month preceding cover date (for 
example, March issue closes January 3rd). Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising, CYCLE, One Park Ave., New York 10016, Attn: Hal Cymes. 





NON-DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL 
RATE: For firms or individuals offering commer- 
cial products or services. $1.75 per word (includ- 
ing name and address). Minimum order $26.25. 
Payment must accompany copy except when ads 
are placed by accredited advertising agencies. 
Frequency discount: 5% for 6 months; 10% for 12 
months paid in advance. READER RATE: For 
individuals with a personal item to buy or sell 
$1.00 per word (including name and address). NO 
MINIMUM! Payment must accompany copy. 
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: 1'"' x 1 col., $90.00; 2" x 1 
col., $180.00; 3" x 1 col., $270.00. Col. width 
2-1/4". Advertiser to supply film positives. Please 
write or phone for frequency rates. 





FOR SALE 





; DUCATI Sa & 
1974 DUCATI SS Desmo 750. $4,000.00. (213) 990-0484. 
MISCELLANEOUS Wo E 
WAREHOUSE DISCOUNT CATALOG: Genuine Parts & 
Accessories for HON-SUZ-TRI-BSA-KAW-YAM. Send 25 
cents or two 13 cent stamps to SPA CITY CYCLE CENTER 
LTD., 71-4 Church Street, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 or 
call (518) 587-5800. we s m ee 
WE are cafe! Rickman kits, cafe preparation and accessor- 
ies, professional porting, disc drilling. WE Motorcycle 
Specialists, Milton, Wisconsin 53563. (608) 868-4254. 

















ACCESSORIES 





Counteracts throttle spring tension: 
Ends forearm fatigue safely. 


Mounts easily inside most 
7/8” handlebars. 

Money back 

guarantee. 


$9.88 PPD. 

Info on request. 

Dealers inquire. 

Give make & model cycle. 
CMB MFG. CO. DEPT. A 

BOX 57, TEMPE, AZ. 85281 


U.S. Pat. V 
3752006 








PREVENT BATTERY RUNDOWN! LIGHTGUARD Sounds 
Warning when headlights are left on! Easily installed. $7.95 
Guaranteed. Two Brothers, Box 517CA, Closter, NJ 07624. 








Bolger Tools, Head Temp. Gauges, 

ALO Etching Solution, Safety Wire, 

Fiber Glass Repair Kits, Heurer, 

Alloy Torque Arms for TZ'S, etc. 
Catalog — $1.00 


RACERS' SUPPLY HOUSE 


Box 449 Maynard, Ma. 01754 








PROTECT your cycle with this fabulous invention. Informa- 
tion, send stamped envelope. Locksmith, Box 1, Union- 
dale, NY 11553. 





a 
a Order your DISCOUNT Accessory s 


CATALOG 


Send $1.00 to PARTS UNLIMITED 


13273 Glenoaks Blvd. 
Sylmar, Ca. 91342 (213) 367-1246 





Our NEW Wedge Type Tank for the 2-1 features Aluminum Flip-Up Cap. Air Vent 
Device & J Hook Mounting. Clip-Ons are required with this Tank & allow full 
lock steering by tucking under the wedge shaped front. The seat shown is simi 
lar to the factory SUZUKI 750 Water Pumper. We have Tanks & Seats for 
HONDA 350/2 & 750; KAWASAKI 350/3. 500/3. 750/3 & Z-1, YAMAHA 250 & 350: 
SUZUKI 500 & 750. We offer a 10 DAY EXCHANGE or MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE. Tanks are warrantied for 90 Days against leaking. Send $1.00 for 
Catalog & state Make, Model & Year 


CYCLE SYSTEMS 
1865 Walsh Avenue Santa Clara, CA 95050 
or call (408) 243-7719 





CYCLE TOURING 





SUPER CYCLE VACATION 


Fly Out To Jackson Hole Cycle In The Heart Of The Grand Tetons & Yellowstone Park. Pick Up Your New Motorcycle 
& Get The Cost Of Your One-Way Coach Ticket Deducted From Total Prices Listed Below. 


HONDA: 1976 GL 1000 $2950.00 


1976 750F 2150.00 1976 550 


1976 K750 $2100.00 


KAWASAKI: 1976 KZ900 $2595.00 


1800.00 1976 K2750 1995.00 


These Prices Include Dealer Preparation & Shipping Costs. 
Then Enjoy A Leisurely Trip Through This Country's Most Popular National Parks on Your Way Home. Write or call 


TODAY: 


APPAREL 








FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, shirts, 
pants, boots, belts, gloves. vests, helmets, raingear. 
World's lowest prices. Immediate delivery. Catalog 25 
cents. Herm's Leathertogs, Dept. C.. 701 Northampton St., 
Easton, Pa. 18042. 





WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
P.O. Box 5023 * Santa Barbara, Calif. 93108 








Stop plucking bugs from your eyeballs. 
These sunglasses give full eye coverage 
* Cable earpieces so they can't fall off 
your face * Impact-resistant glass lens in 
choice of yellow, grey. or green * Triple 
braced rhodium plated wire frames * 
Brow rest * Carrying Case * 30 day money-back guarantee * Fast delivery * 
Send only $6.95 for 1 pair. or $11.95 for 2. or $16.95 for 3. Postpaid. For Air- 
Mail or Foreign shipments add .55 per pair. You may also use MasterCharge 
or BankAmericard, make sure you copy all numbers on card. 
HIDALGO, SUPPLY CO. DEPT. 8 
PO BOX 35339 == HOUSTON -TEXAS 77035 


BUG COLLECTER SUNGLASSES =E 





NEW! 750 FOUR BELT BUCKLE 


E 


OF ARIZONA 


Dept. 40 Box 294 

Phoenix, AZ. 85001 

(3903 N. 16 St.) 
Marque cast in jewelers metal — high fire 
glazed — on heavy chrome steel plate. 
Buckle only $5.00 ll Buckle & 134” black leather 
belt $10.00 BiPlus 75c shipping. lll Send 50c coins 
for COLOR PHOTO CATALOG of Road 
Leathers, Studded Belts, Wristbands. Bf 
BankAmericard phone orders 602-266-4861 


| Se ovi 








CUSTOM DESIGNED Embroidered Emblems, Decals. Inex- 
pensive. Free Catalog, Details. Southern Emblem, Box 8C. 


Toast. NC 27049. 





weeks delivery. TLMCZ. 1929 East 52nd, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46205. (317) 257-1424.  — WM = e 
EMBLEMS. TOP QUALITY, Embroidered, guaranteed 
colorfast. Direct to you from leading factory. Order 25 to 25 
million. Firm quote from your own sketch or our Design-an- 
Emblem Guide® supplied free. A-B Emblem Corp., P.O. 
Box 9695, Weaverville, N.C. 28787. 








JACKSON HOLE CYCLE, P.O. Box 1688, Jackson, WY 83001 (307) 733-4682 


PIKES PEAK TOUR August 3-4-5. Superlative tour, Rocky 
Mountain. region. Bill Loedy, 3227 South Ogden, Engle- 
wood. CO 80110. (303) 761-2351. 


CYCLE CLUBS 











BMW Motorcycle Owners of America 
PO. Box 74 K, Newark, Calif. 94560 


CYCLE INSURANCE 


LOW RATES. Coverage available in most States, Write for 
application. Motorcycle Underwriters, 466-C Main St., Glen 











cents. "Survival" Freeze Dried Foods by Case. Listing 50 
cents. KEN HALE, (BFC-50), McDonald, Ohio 44437. 


Road Rider 


The only motorcycle magazine 
published solely for the touring 
rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: P.O. Box 678, Dept. E, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 








BIKER MAGAZINE is for the street-riding man. Published 
bi-weekly. Take a 3 month trial subscription for $1.97, or 
subscribe one year (26 issues) for $7.00 and get a nifty 
BIKER pin. BIKER. Box 2610. Long Beach, CA 90801. 


MOTORCYCLING BOOKS & POSTERS. Brochure and 
sample poster: 50 cents. Bagnall Publishing Co., Box 507- 
ES head, CAWI23525 E 








CYCLE SERVICES 


CUSTOM CHROME PLATING. Specialists in cycle and 
antique restoration. Steel or Aluminum. We guarantee both 
our work and delivery dates as quoted. Call or write: 
Jackson Plating Company, 444 East South Street, Jackson, 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





FREE BOOK “2042 unique proven enterprises." Work 
home! Hayling-B, Carlsbad, CA 92008. 


THRIVING, ESTABLISHED, mailorder and retail business 
in riding leathers. P.O. Box 773, Easton, PA 18042. 





EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 





OVERSEAS JOBS—Now hiring. 103 countries, all 
occupations, high pay. free transportation. tax benefits. 
Latest computerized reports—$2.00. TRANSWORLD. 
International Airport, Box 90802-CY. Los Angeles. 
California 90009. 

AUSTRALIA—NEW ZEALAND WANTS. YOU!!! 50,000 Jobs! 
Paid transportation! Latest information and forms. $1.00 
AUSTCO, Box 3623-CY, Long Beach, Calif. 90803 
OVERSEAS Employment Australia, Europe. Asia, South 
America! All occupations! $700-$4.000 monthly! 
Employment International, Box 29217-WP, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46229. 

EXCITING OVERSEAS JOBS! Over 100 Countries Now 
Hiring! All Occupations. $800—$5000 Monthly. Latest 
Printouts $2.00. Jobworld. 6311-KC Yucca, Los Angeles, 
CA 90023. 

BOOMING MIDDLE EAST Jobs!!! $800— $5000 Monthly! All 
Occupations! Free Transportation! Directory / Forms $2.00 
Worldwide, Box 948-KC. Long Beach. CA 90801. 














EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 





IF YOU NEED 


PARTS 


Mail Order Service Worldwide. 
111 Sunrise Highwa 
amy ny. 171 CYCLE CITY Inc. 
HONDA PARTS 


“ONE DAY MAIL WORLD WIDE 
State: Model No., year, frame, & engine nos. 

COMPLETELY NEW 80 PAGE PARTS-ACCESSORY CATALOG 
Send $1 ($1.50 Air Mail anywhere in the world.) 


HONDA of MINEOLA 


336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 e (516) 248-5558 























NATION WIDE 


Mail Order Service 


184 Worcester St. 
Wellesley Hills Mass oz 
617 235 9729 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 
Call (617) 384-7555 


TRIUMPH 
OF WELLESLEY 














BMW and NSU Motorcycle complete parts and service 
WEST VALLEY CYCLE SALES. P.O, Box 2068, WINNETKA. 
CALIFORNIA 91306. Mailorders handled promptly. 


SAN DIEGO MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE. USED parts for all 
makes and models. 2676 Newton Ave.. San Diego, CA 
92113. (714) 235-6261. 





KAWASAKI 


PARTS & SERVICE MAIL ORDER COD 
Machine Work & Speed Work Our Specialty 


Cranks & Rods Rebuilt 
Porting, Boring. Complete Engine Overhauls 


BIG BORE KITS for TRIPLES 
800/850cc Kits for Kawasaki 750 H2 


700cc Kits for Kawasaki 500 H! 
Street and Race Motors 


Send $1.00 for illustrated catalog. 


arlington 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, Mass. 02174 e (617) 648-1300 















HONDA 
PARTS & ACCESSORY 


WAREHOUSE 


WE’RE NUMBER 
ONE FOR 


ACTION 4’S - DUNLOP 


KONI - BELL - NGK 
YOSHIMURA - WIXOM 
VETTER—AND MORE 


CARR’S HONDA 


6800 N: CLARK CHICAGO IL 60626 
312-274-7777 


INCLUDE MODEL, YEAR, SERIAL NO. 





HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS ARE CHEAPER IN 
CENTER. TEXAS. When ordering parts please give us 
Model. Year, Frame Number and Engine Number. HAYDEN 
HONDA. P.O. Box 829, Center. Texas 75935. Phone (713) 
598-2330 and 598-2322 















CALL 
TOLL FREE 


FROM ANYWHERE in U.S.A. 


800-221-9810 


24 HOUR MAIL UPS SERVICE 
on all HONDA PARTS 
NO RIP—OFF 


State Honda Model No.. 
Year, Frame No., Eng. No. 


1845 LINDEN BLVD., BKLYN, 11207 
N.Y. State CALL: 212-257-0230 COLLECT 


S «) HONDA 














cC 
A 





CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ORDER FORM 


Please refer to heading on first page of this section for complete data concerning terms, frequency discounts, closing dates, etc 





CAN BUY AT DEALER COST 
YOU PLUS 10% SERVICE CHARGE SK 


-HONDA-KAWASAKI-SUZUKI-YAMAHA 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


NAME BRANDS — BELL - CASLER | HOOKER - NGK - CASTROL - DID - 
GOOD YEAR - DUNLOP - YUASA - BOGE - KONI - BELSTAFF - SCOTT 
PACIFICO - AND "MANY, MANY MORE. SEND $1.00 FOR ALL NEW DEALER 
C0ST.:32 PAGE CATALOG T0: GEN-PARTS, P.0. BOX 600, CHESTER, N.J. 
+ 07930 | 


SUZUKI PARTS: Large inventory—Champion Motorcycles, 
840 Main, St. Charles, Illinois 60174. 


HONDA, YAMAHA & HUSKY 


Parts Warehouse 


Any part or accessory for street, mx 
or enduro. Dealers & repair shops 
welcome. Wholesale & Retail. 





Riffs Cycle Center, Inc. 
Rt. 1, Langhorne, PA 19047 215-752-0243 





BILLETS & REGRINDS 


cycle cams ce. cw 


1502 N El Camino Real / San Clemente, Calirornia 92672 


eastern cycle salvage inc 


oN, 
sf USED PARTS 
cw 
All makes and models. Save up to 50% of retail, 
Many early & late Japanese & obsolete British 
parts in stock. Prompt | day service. 
| Write Dept. C, 87 Park St., 








Beverly. Mass. 01915. (617) 922-3707 








PARTS & MANUALS 
YAMAHA-PENTON 
WISCONSIN'S LARGEST 


5 
DJ S YAMAHA DEALER 


17550 W. Blue Mound Rd. Brookfield. Wisc. 53005 
1 Day Shipping (414) 786-8390 








New Super Catalog 
322 Pages Color 
8000+ Items, $1.00 











































phone numbers count as one word 


Words $ 1.75 (Commercial Rate) 


O Payment of $ enclosed for 


1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 x 15 
16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 
31 32 33 34 35 
WORD COUNT: 15 WORD MINIMUM. Include name and address. Name of city (Des Moines) or of state (New York) counts as one word each. Zip 


Code numbers not counted. (Publisher reserves right to omit Zip Code if space does not permit.) Count each abbreviation, initial, single figure or 
group of figures or letters as a word. Symbols such as 35mm. COD. PO. AC. etc.. count as one word. Hyphenated words count as two words. Tele 


$ 1.00 (Reader Rate) 





CHARGE: [ American Express | (] BankAmericard 
for insertion(s). You will be billed monthly. 
Account # 


— insertion(s). 
L] Master Charge 














Diners Club 





Expiration Date 





Master Charge Interbank # (4 digits above name) 
SIGNATURE MUST BE PROVIDED BELOW 


PRINT NAME 








ADDRESS 





CITY STATE 





ZIP 





SIGNATURE 


CY-476 















Powroll can help you 


Harness Honda’s 
Hidden Horses 


There’s a lot of untapped brute power lurking in 
every Honda — and Powroll knows how to make 
it work! Your Honda can lead the pack with one 
of our famous Power 
Packages. Reliable 
kits for every kind 
of riding: street, 
trails, track, 
all-out. Facts? 
Send for our 
comprehen- 
sive catalog/ 
performance 
manual, just 
two bucks. 








High performance 
products for Hondas 
and 4-stroke KAWASAKIS 


[JOWROLL 


P.O. Box 1206 E4 è Shevlin Park Road 
Bend. Oregon 97701 e (503) 382-6395 





SER 


A 
A? 800-423-5662 


FOR HONDA & KAWASAKI AT WEST 
COAST SAVINGS. B OF A, MASTER 
CHARGE ACCEPTED. ORDERS FILLED IN 24 HRS. 


Allyn's Honda/Kawasaki $55 P. Maclay saif. 


ps. ST TOLL-FREE 
Or CESSORIES PARTS 


CE 





USED & New Parts & TOURING 
Accessories for BMW - HONDA 
TRIUMPH - CAN AM - BULTACO 


C.O.D. Mail Order U.P.S. 
CYCLE RANCH 


37 Lake Ave., Ext. Danbury, CT 06810 
Call Collect 203-743-6508 ask for Joe 


FONDA. 
SUZUKI 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


Low Factory Prices. 
% Million Dollar Inventory. 
Many Hard To Find And 
Obsolete Parts. Same Day Service. 


Total Machine Shop 
Facilities Specializing in Speed 
& Performance. Cranks Re-Built, 
Boring, Exchanges, Etc. 


Costs Less To Deal With Experts. 
MONTGOMERYVILLE HONDA SUZUKI 


Route #309 * Montgomeryville, PA. 18936 
(215) 699-4121 
State Make. Model. Year. Engine #, Frame #. 








EUROPEAN TOURING 





TOUR BRITAIN. Rent 1976 500 cycle. $14 daily. CYCLE- 
TOUR. 36 Meadow Drive, Lindfield, Sussex, England. 


Visiting England? 
Touring Europe? 
Send your name and address for our 

Tax-Saving Cycle Purchase Plan 


HARVEY OWEN 


181/183 Walworth Road, London SE17 1RR England 
Telephone 01-703 0282 
ONLY 15 MINUTES FROM CITY CENTER 









GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





U.S. GOVERNMENT SUF ‘DIRECTORY. How. Where 





to buy 100,000 items (including Jeeps) low as 2 cents 
on dollar! Most complete information available $2.00. 


SURPLUS DISPOSAL. Box 6586-WP. Washington, D.C. 
20009. 


JEEPS. TRUCKS. Typically From $52.40 Automobiles. 
Boats. Motorcycles. Airplanes, Typewriters, Tools. 
Clothing. Sports. Camping. Photographic. Electronics 
Equipment 200.000 Bid Bargains Nationwide Direct 
From Government Low as 2 cents on Dollar! Surplus 
Catalog and Sales Directory $1.00 (refundable first order) 
National Surplus Center. 240 Eastclass-CY. Joliet. IL 
60432. 








INSTRUCTION 


Ph.D'S MASTER'S. BACHELOR'S—official nonresident 
College Degrees easily acquired through mailorder 
Universities. Complete Revealing Directory—$2. Coun- 
seling Connection, 5495 Claremont, No. BC. Oakland, CA 
94618. 


PERSONALS 





CONDOMS BY MAIL! 


Your choice of the best men's contraceptives 
Trojans. NuForm. exciting new JADE and 27 
other brands. Plain. attractive package assures 
privacy Service is fast and guaranteed. Sample 
pack of 12 assorted condoms: $3. Catalogue 
alone: 25¢. Over 50,000 satisfied customers. 
Write today: POPLAN, Dept. DCYE-13, 
105 N. Columbia, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 














RECORDS, HI-FI AND ELECTRONICS 





FREE RECORD COLLECTION--Reviewers wanted. Each 
month we ship you new record releases to rate. Anyone 
can qualify. All you pay is postage. You pay nothing for the 
records. Applicants accepted on first come basis. Write: 
Research CY. 6162 Washington Circle, Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin 53213. 





MISCELLANEOUS 


IDENTIFICATION Cards, send stamped self-addressed en- 
velope for samples. NIPCOF. 727 North Main, Las Vegas, 
Nevada 89101. 

SLEEP LEARNING. Hypnotic Method, 92% effective. 
Details free. ASR Foundation, Box 23429 EG, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florída 33307. 

DISCOUNTERS of Stained Glass Supplies. Send $1.00 for 
catalog. Nervo Distributors, 650 University Ave., Berkeley. 
CA 94710. 











PHONE: 
(213) 286-2550 


OYAL 
NFIELD ws: 


Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 
Largest Stock in U.S.A. — Tell us your needs today! 
304 Agostino Rd., San Gabriel, Ca. 91776 








NORTHEAST UNITED STATES’ 
LARGEST MOTORCYCLE JUNKYARD 
Hard to Get Parts at Fair Prices 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR 
WRECKS AND PARTIAL CYCLES 


CYCLE SALVAGE, Inc. 


157 Water Street New Haven, CT 06511 
Phone: (203) 624-4315 





CONSUMER 

SERVICE 

DIVISION 
FREE s CATALOG 


Includes a wide variety of products associ- 
ated with the special interests of readers of 
Ziff-Davis magazines — Psychology Today, 
Popular Photography, Stereo Review, Popular 
Electronics, Boating, Flying, Car and Driver, 
Cycle, Skiing. 


Send tor your free catalog today. 
















Consumer Service Division, 
. 595 Broadway, 
New York, N.Y. 10012 
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Number 
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23 
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Printed in 


Information Service 


Cycle Reader 
Brochure Service 


Here’s a listing of the latest in literature on 
commercially available motorcycle products. 
To receive any of the following materials, 
simply circle the number next to the item on 
coupon at right. Your request will be for- 
warded to the appropriate company. 

101. Andrews Products offers camshafts for Sportsters, H-D 74's, 
Z-1's, and Honda 750's. Literature also includes info on trans- 
mission gears and oil coolers. 

102. B.S. Ltd’s full color brochure lists a complete line of gloves 
for all types of riding. 

103. The full 1976 helmet line from KRW is detailed in their eight-page 
color catalog. 

104. A leaflet on battery care and maintenance is available from 
YUASA. They will also enclose information on their battery 
charger. 

105. The Saddler air-ride touring seat is a new concept in comfort, 
according to the manufacturer. Their brochure tells why. 

106. A complete line of replacement tanks is featured in Superstar 
Products’ literature. 

107. Information on Smith Goggles is contained in their latest fact 
sheet. 

108. Morris Industries catalogue features full specs on their line of 
cast aluminum wheels. 

109. Circle this number for a color pamphlet on the Life helmet and 
helmet accessory line. 

110. Dan Gurney products has teamed up with Samsonite to produce 
saddlebags that double as luggage. 

111. A new concept in cylinder heads is discussed in Bitner-Tripp’s 
literature. 

112. Suzuki Fun Center’s 1976 catalogue features a complete line 
of aftermarket products and an easy order form. 

113. From GMW comes a fact sheet on their new handlebar end 
plugs which, they say, protect the grips in a fall and add a 
decorative plus to any bike. 

114. Baker’s Air Training Center will send information on a career 
in Airframe and Powerplant mechanics. 

115. Environmental Lubricants will send a series of questions and 
answers about synthetic lubricants, and their Analube in particu- 
lar. 

116. Details of Lester cast aluminum wheels are contained in a colorful 
brochure. Info on ordering a set is included as well. 

117. Michigan Motorcycle Accessories catalogue features a full line 
of custom accessories. 

118. Cycle trailers, including one that carries three bikes, are available 
from Holesclaw Brothers. Booklet also lists cycle trailer acces- 
sories. 

119. Hi Point’s 56 page catalogue features Enduro, Moto-Cross and 
Dirt Riding Accessories. 

120. GEM Products will send information on Reed Valve kits and 
Reed/Mikuni combinations for many dirt bikes. Also a complete 
Mikuni catalogue. 


propriate number on a coupon at right! 


Here's how you can get additional information concerning products 
and services advertised in this issue, the New Products Editorial Sec- 
tion, and the listing on this page: 

. Clip one of the coupons. Print, or type, your name and address as 

indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. 

2. Please circle the number on the coupon which corresponds to the 
number at the bottom of the advertisement, New Product listing, or 
next to the item in our brochure listing on which you wish further 
information. 

3. Enclose 25é to cover our processing costs. Your name will be for- 
warded to each company from whom you have requested further 
information: Listed companies will mail out literature as they deem 
appropriate. 

4. Mail Coupon and 25é to: Cycle 

P.O. Box 2904 
Clinton, lowa 52732 
5. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for receipt of literature and information. 


CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 Don't Forget € 
EXPIRES JUNE 30, 1976 CC 4/76 A Quarter 25 
For Processing 
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LETTERS 


price is also different as this is being writ- 
ten—$1,795, and an identical 250 is also 
available. 


Continued from page 118 


Ronnie Smith 
Oxford, Alabama 


UP AGAINST IT 
Your Feb. issue was great, no if's and’s or 
but's, just great. | loved all the work you guys 


é BOEING SPECIAL 

We can keep the secret no longer. The 
Boeing Company developed and tested 
the ultimate space age motorcycle 18 
months ago. The Boeing "777 Ripple- 
Effect Racer.” The development of this 
machine was classified "top secret", but 
the people must know. | smuggled the 


enclosed drawings from the plant by 


wrapping them around an expensive ma- 
chine tool; so many of these are ripped 
off | figured they would never catch me. 

The entire machine is "space age." 


Dry weight is in the neighborhood of 


minus 3.5 pounds. (I suspect that for the 
weigh-in the fuel system was filled with 
helium.) As might be expected, the 
weight was not achieved without going to 
rather unconventional construction and. 
design techniques. 

. The tires are only .00375 inches wide 
and taper to a fine edge that can make 
you wonder why you still shave with your 
old blades. These wheels.do not depend 
upon tire to ground friction for traction 
but rather “dig in" to provide for no side 
slippage whatsoever. Depending upon 
conditions at the track, a serated tread 
may be substituted for the regular 
"slick". 

The suspension system is rather con- 
ventional. The front being a “gas shock” 
with adjustable ride height gained by the 
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did on Hondas, especially on the XL's (I 
always wanted one). But let me warn you, a 
lot of non-Honda riders are going to get on 
your case because of it. By that | mean that 
they may think you’re biased. 

Now don't get me wrong, | love Hondas. | 
ride a 500 and my brother-in-law rides a 550, 
and we love them. l'm just trying to let you 
guys know what you might be up against. 

Samuel Fuentes 
New York City, New York 


now famous pinch bolt front axle adjust- 
ment. The front tubes are notched and 
the axle mounts have matching ma- 
chined splines that fit together "nonslip" 
when the axle is adjusted tight. The sys- 
tem is mounted upside down. The gas in 
the “gas shock” is lighter than air, it was 
found to escape past the seals when they 
were mounted conventionally. 

At the rear is a simple “fubar” system 
of tubes. Unlike conventional "fubar" 
systems all of the swing arm tubes flex, 
however, only in a vertical plane. The 
only departure from conventional rear 
drive is the “IBM Sprocket” system. 
Rather than use a chain the Boeing spe- 
cial uses 4 inch recording tape which is 
drawn from the rear reel and into the 
engine where it is chopped and burned 
as fuel—another concessionto secrecy 
which was demanded by the “in plant" 
government people. 

Finally the motor. A 7 cylinder radial, 
an old design really, stems from the B-29 
project of WW2. The only really interest- 
ing feature of this motor and the "ripple 
effect" pistons. They don't go up and 
down, they merely pop up and down at 
their centers, the edges being fixed to the 
cylinder walls. Naturally, this does not 
allow for a "stroke" as we know it. The 
center of the "piston" moves only .0031 
inches from top to bottom of the stroke. 
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RETAIL DISPLAY PLAN 


All magazine retailers in the United 
States and Canada interested in earning 
an allowance for the display and sale of 


publications of the Ziff-Davis Publishing 
Company are invited to write for details. 
Sales Manager, Select Magazines, 229 
Park Avenue South, New York, New York 
10003. 





The “rod” is fixed to the bottom of the 
"piston" by epoxy. zd 

This system should drive tech. inspec- 
tors mad.as the spark plug is located off 
to one side of the bore where there is no." 
detectable piston movement. S 

The only really unconventional feature 
of the bike is the fuel system. The high 
pressure tanks, 7 of them, look a bit like a 
bunch of grapes, giving rise to the hope 
that we will get very lucrative sponsor- 
Ship by either Gallo or Cribari, possibly by 
the Ripple people themselves. Can you 
imagine the public relations man who 
has the job of painting the tanks to look 
like grapes? 

The only shortcoming found thus far is 
the IBM spool drive, since only as much 
tape is wound on the spool as is needed 
to finish any given race. “Wheel spin" is 
not allowed, neither are "trips into the 
boonies”, as they will leave you short of 
the finish by the length of your trip. 

Performance data is hard to come by 
but at 175,000 RPM, remember piston 
speed is not a factor, Daytona shouldn't 
last much more than 20 minutes. 

Preproduction models of this machine 
have been put to work cutting rain groves 
in Interstate 5 in the Seattle area for a 
year now. 

M. K. Nordberg 
Seattle, Washington 
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CYCLE 


©1976 R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 


j my pu blindfolded. I Su Winston. 
Winston is all taste —that means real taste and real 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 





New Tour & Trail custom chrome: 
it looks right because it fits right. 


You don’t have to do any modifying or adapt- 
ing, because our newest Tour & Trail chrome 
accessories are custom manufactured for 
specific cycles. 

So they fit right and look right—right from 
the start. Take a good look atthat handsome, 
all-chrome luggage rack below and you'll see 
what we mean. Incidentally, you can also get 
this new Tour & Trail rack in wood grain trim. 

Tour & Trail is the finest chrome you can 
buy. The reason: our chroming process is 


computer-controlled to make sure the chrome 
meets our exacting standards—the highest in 
the industry. 

Custom-fit, top-quality chrome makes a 
difference in the way your motorcycle looks 
and lasts. So ask your dealer m 
for our new Tour & Trail "ud. 
custom chrome — KA 
accessories. TOU 

If he doesn’t have them 
yet, ask him to call us. 


For your nearest dealer write: 


International Cycle Supply Florida Gycle Supply | 


9803 Gulf Fwy.—Houston, Texas 77034 
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19561 Miles Avenue—North Randall, Ohio 44128 


P.O. Box 5245 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207 





